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Linguistic Competencies   

Goals Learner can… 

Oral and Written Comprehension  

L1. Understand the main points, concepts, key points and details in television programs, radio, and 

web-based broadcasts/announcements dealing with subjects of interest if the people talk slowly and 

clearly.  

 L2. Follow a small group discussion between two or more native speakers if that conversation is 

unhurried and if the learner is familiar with the topic under discussion in a video/audio recording 

about jobs and occupations.  

 L3. Understand when people speak at normal speed on familiar topics. There may be a need to 

repeat particular words and phrases or help in clarifying particular details.  

  R1. Understand factual text and simple reports on familiar topics (e.g., news accounts, blog posts, 

Twitter feeds) about jobs and occupations.  

 R2. Understand charts and graphs.  

 R3. Manipulate English language sounds using knowledge in phonics, syllabification and word parts.  

 R4. Understand textbook or online explanations and examples with aid of word list and/or dictionary, 

key words, diagrams, and illustrations to support reading comprehension.  

Oral and Written Production  

 SI1. Summarize what has been said and convey this information to another about job and occupation 

ads in dialogues and interviews.  

 SI2. Explain what he/she means with another word when he/she can´t think of the exact word.  

 

CHAPTER 1 
 Scenario: A World of Differences  Themes:  

1. Help wanted 

2. Jobs 

3. Interviewing 

4. Working to live or Living to work? 
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 SI3. Ask someone for clarification of what others have just said or for confirmation in order to correct 

some basic mistakes.  

 SI.4. manage conversations and interviews about personal experiences, feelings, opinions and 

reactions on a job or occupations, justifying main points of view, assumptions and plans, briefly.  

 SP1. Retell a simple story read/heard in class about a job fair or job experience.  

 SP.2. describe in detail personal job experiences and information about job fair supported by 

online/physical information.  

 W1. Write a resume for requesting a job, based on ads (newspaper, internet, radio).  

 W2. Write a cover letter for a dream job or occupation, using simple, coherent, and well-written 

sentences and check written resume or cover letter to look for mistakes (subject-verb agreement, 

pronoun and article agreement, capitalization, using commas, sentence sense, word order, text 

structure, concrete ideas, etc.). 

 

1. Help Wanted 

 
Warm up: 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How many careers do you know? 

nd of jobs can you me What kind of 

jobs can you mention? 

How many careers do you know? 

ntion? 

How many careers do you know? 

 

What kind of jobs can you mention? 

How many careers do you know? 
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Vocabulary 

Accountant 

 

Butcher  

 

Actor   

Construction worker  

 
Architect  

 
 

Farmer  

 

Artist  

 

Delivery person 
 

 
Assembler  Firefighter 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjqhsKN-ujgAhVMmVkKHcKDA6YQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://lightupyourbrain.com/people-jobs-coloring-pages/actor/&psig=AOvVaw2USJeH3DYC8djF3XyK0vql&ust=1551804941716506


 

4 
 

 
 

 
 

Baker  

 

Fisherman 

 

Bus  driver  Lawyer  

Pharmacist  Police office 

Taxi driver  Waiter  
 

Key Vocabulary  

 
 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj50MejsengAhVG2FkKHcRQB7MQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.woodwardenglish.com/difference-between-profession-and-occupation/&psig=AOvVaw33u74K_BiHdJLmlAXc9gxz&ust=1551819581059705
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiAp_ONsengAhUr01kKHXphA64QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://valanglia.blogspot.com/2017/05/differences-between-words-job-and-work.html&psig=AOvVaw33u74K_BiHdJLmlAXc9gxz&ust=1551819581059705
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Practice: A. Write below each picture the corresponding profession. 
 
 

                                                     
 
 
 
             
 
 

                                
              

  
   

 
 
 

                           
   
     
           
 
 

                         
 

                  

 

 



 

6 
 

 

Grammar Reference  

 

Contractions / future tense (will) 

Using will :  

Predictions  I will work as a volunteer someday. 

Spontaneous decisions  I will be a doctor. 

Offers and Promises  I will teach you Math. 
 

 

Taken from https://www.google.com/ 

 
An adverb of degree is a word that modifies an adjective, a verb, or another adverb that tells what 

level or extent.  

Example:  

My father´s job is really nice. 

My family is very happy about my job aspirations. 

 

Adverbs of probability are used to show how sure we are about a situation or event. Example:  

certainly, clearly, obviously, possibly, perhaps, probably, may 

Example: I will probably have a job interview next week. 

 

https://www.google.com/
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://image.slidesharecdn.com/future-tense-120518232943-phpapp02/95/english-grammar-future-tense-3-728.jpg?cb%3D1338259608&imgrefurl=https://www.slideshare.net/ajarnken/english-grammar-future-tense&docid=4riNH3Y7XvJGbM&tbnid=o078yzNlJ0VKpM:&vet=10ahUKEwiS-dyQlevgAhWD1FkKHT2eAqYQMwhfKBUwFQ..i&w=728&h=546&bih=747&biw=1536&q=english grammar future tense will contraction&ved=0ahUKEwiS-dyQlevgAhWD1FkKHT2eAqYQMwhfKBUwFQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
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A . Mark T (true) or F (false) and explain when it’s false: 

A. Laura wants to be a singer. (   ) 

_________________________________________________________________ 

B. Zack wants to be a police officer. (   ) 

_________________________________________________________________ 

C. Nick wants to be a journalist. (   ) 

_________________________________________________________________ 

D. Ray wants to be a dancer. (    ) 
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_________________________________________________________________ 

E. Helen wants to be a doctor. (   ) 

_________________________________________________________________ 

F. Bill wants to be a dentist. (   ) 

_________________________________________________________________ 

G. Tim wants to be an architect. (   ) 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

C. Answer the question, as in the models: 

What will Ginger be? – She will be a dentist. 

What does Ann want to be? – She wants to be a model. 

1. What does Nick want to be? 

_____________________________________________________________ 

2. What will Beth be? 

_____________________________________________________________ 

3. What does Helen want to be? 

_____________________________________________________________ 

4. What does Bill want to be? 

_____________________________________________________________ 

5. What will Paul be? 

_____________________________________________________________ 

6. What will Zach be? 

_____________________________________________________________ 

7. What does Tim want to be? 

_____________________________________________________________ 

8. What does Cindy want to be? 

_____________________________________________________________ 

9. What will Laura be? 

_____________________________________________________________ 

10. What will Rachel be? 
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Reading Comprehension  

Job Advertisement Test 

Read this job advertisement and answer the question below.  

              

        

   
            

   1. What is the vacant position?  ……………………………………………………… 

2. Who advertised for the job? ……………………………………………………………………………… 

3. What does this position do? ………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

4. What educational background is required? ………………………………………………………………….. 

5. What age is required? ……………………………… 

6. What sex is required? …………………………….. 

7. What computer skills are required? ……………………………………………………………………………… 
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8. What language ability is required? ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

9. How can an interested person apply for a job? ………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

10. Where can an interested person apply for a job? ………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Grammar Reference  

 

How to use Reported Speech 

We use reported speech when we want to repeat what someone had previously 
said. 

Let's look at the difference between direct speech and reported speech: 

Direct Tomie said = 'I am tired.' 

Reported Speech = 'Tomie said (that) she was tired.' 

In reported speech we need to use the past tense form of the verb. In direct 
speech the present tense is used. As you can see, in the above sentence 'am' 
changes to 'was' when we use reported speech. 

 

Changing to the past tense to make reported speech 

Here are some of the important verb changes we use when making reported speech: 

am becomes was 

Direct John: 'I am going.' 
Reported: 'John said that he was going.' 

is becomes was 

Direct John: 'She is tall.' 
Reported: 'John said that she was tall.' 
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do becomes did 

Direct John: 'I always do my homework.' 
Reported: 'John said that he always did his homework.' 

does becomes did 

Direct John: 'My mother does the cleaning.' 
Reported: 'John said that his mother did the cleaning.' 

have becomes had 

Direct John: 'I have your number.' 
Reported: 'John said that he had my number.' 

has becomes had 

Direct John: 'He has caught a cold.' 
Reported: 'John said that he had caught a cold.' 

go becomes went 

Direct John: 'I go shopping on Sunday.' 
Reported: 'John said that he went shopping on Sunday.' 

will becomes would 

Direct John: 'I will call Frank.' 
Reported: 'John said that he would call Frank.' 

can becomes could 

Direct John: 'I can ride a horse.' 
Reported: 'John said that he could ride a horse.' 

want becomes wanted 

Direct John: 'I want a girlfriend.' 
Reported: 'John said that he wanted a girlfriend.' 

When not to change the verb tense 

When direct speech uses the past tense we do not need to make a change: 

Direct John: 'I broke my arm.' 
Reported: 'John said that he broke his arm.' 
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It is also OK to change the past tense to the past perfect: 

Direct John: 'I broke my arm.' 
Reported: 'John said that he had broken his arm.' 

using reported speech for questions 

So far we have looked at using 'said' in reported speech. When a question is asked we do not use 
'said'. Instead we use 'asked'.  
We also need to use an interrogative (wh- word) or if / whether. 
Take a look at the examples: 

questions using interrogatives 

Direct John: 'What is your name?' 
Reported: 'John asked me what my name was.' 

Direct John: 'Where does she live?' 
Reported: 'John asked me where she lived.' 

questions using if / whether 

Direct John: 'Does he play golf?' 
Reported: 'John asked if he played golf.' 
Reported: 'John asked whether he played golf.' 

 

Practice: Report the following Statements  

1. “I read a book per month”. 

   James said ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2. “I go to the cinema on Saturdays.” 

   Peter said ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

3. “Teachers don’t like noise.” 

   Maria said ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

4. “We are very calm.” 

   They said ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

5. “We don’t want to watch TV.” 

   The children said ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

6. “I don’t like horror films.” 

   Charles said ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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7. “I don’t like TV. I prefer cinema.” 

   Joshua said ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

8. “The church is just around the corner.” 

   Mrs. Robins said ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

9. “This is my favourite film.” 

   Barbara said --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

10. “Sara likes to chew gum when she is at the cinema.” 

   Peter said ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

11. “Girls prefer fashion magazines.” 

   He said --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

12. “Boys like to buy car magazines. They don’t like girlish magazines.” 

   Tom said ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

13. “I buy this magazine every weekend.” 

   Brenda said ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

14. “We enjoy our classes.” 

   They said ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

15. “This place is absolutely fabulous.” 

   Samantha said ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

2. JOBS   
Warm – Up: Complete the sentences with the verbs in the box.  

  
 perform   repair (2x)  care   serve  help   sell   treat   build  deliver   fly   play 

design (2x)  teach   fight   cure   administrate 
 
 

a- Builders …………………………………………………………and repair houses.  
b- A car mechanic ………………………………………………cars.      
c- Dentists …………………………………………………………people´s teeth.    
d- A teacher ………………………………………………………lessons to his/her students.    
e- Factory workers ……………………………………………manual or industrial labor.    
f- An engineer ……………………………………………………or services machines.    
g- A DJ ………………………………………………………………music at parties or discos.  
h- Firefighters ………………………………………………………fires.       
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i- A lawyer ……………………………………………………………people with legal problems.  
j- A nurse ………………………………………………………………for the sick or disabled.   
k- Sales assistants …………………………………………………things in a shop.     
l- Doctors…………………………………………………………………sick people.   
m- A pilot …………………………………………………………………planes.   
n- An architect …………………………………………………houses.                 

 

  

 Key Vocabulary:  

The Verb 
(infinitive 
form) 

The Meaning 
An example 
( Simple Past Tense) 

Regular 
/Irregular 

To arrest 
To take someone away legally to ask them 
about a crime which they might have 
committed. 

The police arrested the man 
on suspicion of murder. 

Regular 

To bake To make bread or cakes. 
She baked the bread fresh 
every morning. 

Regular 

To build 
To make something by putting bricks or other 
materials together. 

They built the new houses 
near the town. 

Irregular 

To carry 
To transport or take something from one 
place to another. 

The porter carried her bags 
to her room. 

Regular 

To clean To make somewhere tidy and clean. 
The cleaner cleaned the 
office yesterday. 

Regular 

To cook 
To prepare food to be eaten by heating it in a 
particular way . 

The chef cooked a beautiful 
meal. 

Regular 

To cure 
To make someone with an illness healthy 
again. 

The doctor cured his 
headache. 

Regular 

To deliver 
To take goods, letters, parcels etc. to people's 
houses or places of work. 

The postman delivered my 
birthday cards. 

Regular 

To engineer 
To design and build something using scientific 
principles. 

They engineered the new 
building to the highest 
specifications. 

Regular 

To extract To remove or take out something. 
The dentist extracted the 
rotten tooth. 

Regular 

To fix To repair something. 
The carpenter fixed my 
broken chair. 

Regular 

To invent 
To design and/or create something which has 
never been made before. 

The scientist invented a new 
drug. 

Regular 

To judge 
To form, give or have as an opinion, or to 
decide about something or someone, 
especially after thinking carefully. 

The judge judged him guilty. Regular 

To manage To be responsible for controlling or organising He managed the whole Regular 
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someone or something especially a business. department very well. 

TO MAKE 

To produce something, often using a 
particular substance or material. 

I work for a company that 
makes garden furniture. 

Irregular 

To mend To fix something. 
The electrician mended my 
old computer. 

Regular 

To nurse 
To care for a person or an animal while they 
are ill. 

The nurse nursed the 
patient. 

Regular 

To operate 
To cut a body open for medical reasons in 
order to repair, remove or replace a diseased 
or damaged part. 

The surgeon operated on 
the leg to save it from 
amputation. 

Regular 

To phone To communicate with someone by telephone. 
The representative phoned 
his customer. 

Regular 

To photograph 
To take a photograph of something or 
someone. 

He photographed the 
murder scene. 

Regular 

To repair To mend something. 
The plumber repaired my 
sink. 

Regular 

To serve 
To deal with a customer by taking their order, 
showing or selling them goods etc. 

She served the customer his 
beer. 

Regular 

To shave 
To remove hair from the body, especially a 
man's face, by cutting it close to the skin with 
a razor, so that the skin feels smooth: 

The barber shaved him very 
quickly. 

Regular 

To type 
To write using a machine, either a computer 
keyboard or a typewriter. 

The secretary typed the 
report. 

Regular 

To weld 
To join two pieces of metal together 
permanently by melting the parts that touch. 

The welder welded the 
pipes together. 

Regular 

To work To do a job. 
My mother works as a 
secretary. 

Regular 

PHRASAL VERBS 

The 
Phrasal 
Verb 

The Meaning 
An example 
( Simple Past Tense) 

S=Separable 
I=Inseparable 

spring-
clean 

To clean all of a place, especially your house, 
very well, including parts you do not often 
clean. 

I spring cleaned yesterday. I 

work at To try hard to achieve something. 
They really worked hard at 
their marriage. 

I 

work off 
If you work off an unpleasant feeling, you get 
rid of it by doing something energetic. 

I worked off my anger at the 
gym. 

S 

work out To calculate or try to understand something. 
The policeman worked out 
what caused the accident. 

S 

work 
over 

To attack and injure someone. They worked him over well. S 

https://www.learnenglish.de/vocabulary/tenses/maketense.html
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Grammar Reference  

 

 

 

Examples: I had hoped to become a technician. 

I had worked during a summer vacation job at the beach.  

 Use after, as soon as, the moment that, until before using the past perfect simple. 

Ex: After she had moved out, I found her notes./ I didn’t say anything until she had finished talking. 
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 Use before, when, by the time before the past simple: 

Ex. Before I knew it, she had run out the door. / By the time he phoned her, she had found someone 

new. 

 

Practice: Fill in the correct form of the past perfect simple or past simple as in the examples. 

1. After Loren had turned on the alarm, she locked the door. (turn on) 

2. By the time Simone arrived, the police had already left. (arrive) 

3. Had you known about the contract they signed? (know) 

1. After the company _____Joe, he began to work on his first project. (hire) 

2. _____you _______ the news before you saw it on TV? (hear) 

3. Michael didn’t want to see the movie because he _______ the book yet. (not read) 

4. The concert ______ already _______when we _______ the stadium. (begin/ enter) 

5. Until Anne ________ Mark, she ____ never ______in love. (meet, be) 

6. Bill __________ for years before he finally _______. (smoke/ quit) 

7. _______ Sara ever _______to London by herself before then? (drive) 

8. How many fish ______ the boys _____ by the time it started raining? (catch) 

9. You ________ them to go to the beach, hadn’t you? (forbid) 

10. The girls _______ in weeks? That’s why they ______ so much afterwards. (exercise / hurt) 

 

 Indications of Time 

now then  when  

soon  ago  the year before last  

last year by the time I was   

 

Examples:  

 The year before last, my cousins and I spent the summer doing volunteer work in my 

community. 

 By this time, I was 12, I dreamed of being an astronaut.  
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Practice: 

With your teacher, write one sentence with the indicator of time above. Follow the examples. Share 

your sentences in class. 

1. _________________________________________________________________ 

2. _________________________________________________________________ 

3. _________________________________________________________________ 

4. _________________________________________________________________ 

5. _________________________________________________________________ 

6. _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Grammar Reference  

 

 

Where did you want to work?                   What other occupation did you like? 
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Reading Comprehension 
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Choose the correct answers.  

1 What did Sean Aiken want to do after graduating from college?  

a He wanted to be a teacher.  

b He didn’t know what to do.  

c He wanted to travel to Europe.  

2 What did Aiken’s father encourage him to do?  

a get a job he enjoyed doing  

b work one job his whole life  

c work for his father for one year  

3 Which of these jobs is NOT talked about in the passage?  

a astronomer  

b dairy farmer  

c pilot  

4 What did Aiken learn by working so many different jobs?  

a that working is very difficult and not fun  

b that it is okay to take your time finding a job 

 c that people should get a job right after college 

Critical Thinking : 

1  Do you think one week is long enough to know if a job is good or not?  

2 In your opinion, is Sean Aiken’s life interesting? Why or why not? 
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3. Inteviewing  
Warm – up:  

Part I. Read the questionnaire carefully and answer the questions about yourself.  

1. Tell me about yourself. Describe your personality. 

2.What are your strengths? Best skills?  

3. What is your  major weakness? 

4. What are your career goals? Future plans? 

5.What things are most important to you in a work situation? 

6.What would be your dream job? Why?  

7.What do you think, is the worst job in the world? 

8.Would you describe yourself as a workaholic? 

9.Where do you see yourself being in five years? Ten years? 

10.When you were a child, what job did you want to have when you were older? Why? 

11.What jobs in your country are considered to be good jobs? Why? 
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12.If you had a choice, would you prefer to work alone or as part of a team? Why? 

14. What are your hobbies? 

15. What salary are you expecting? 

 
Part II.  After you have  answered the questions about you, interview a partner. When you  have 
finished the oral practice,  write a short paragraph about his/her answers on the interview. 
 
Example:  
I interviewed Leslie Adkins. She is 21 years old and lives in Toronto. She defines herself as a  
responsible and hard-working woman. She said she always studies hard and does her homework. She 
is good at computers and knows how to use Microsoft Excel. Her weakness is that she is talkative and 
likes to gossip. Furthermore, In the future she wants to study for a Masters degree. She plans to start 
her own business selling clothes. On the other hand, she wants a job near her home. And she wants 
to work with friendly people. In addition, she likes to work alone because she works harder alone. Her 
hobby is cheerleading. Finally, She expects a salary between $1.200 and  $1500 per month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
How to write a Resume  
 

1.CONTACT INFORMATION 

Feature your contact information at the top, or in a prominent position. Include your name, phone 
number, and city of residence. Make sure that everything is up to date and professional — this means 
changing your email address and even updating your voicemail greeting if needed. 

2SUMMARY 

Write three to five declarative statements in paragraph or bullet-point format that describes your 
best professional accomplishments and capabilities. This is usually the first section to catch an 
employer’s eye, and must answer the question, “What do you bring to the table?” In your summary, 
use language from the job description to show how you can answer the employer’s needs. 

 

https://www.myperfectresume.com/how-to-write-a-resume/summary-section


 

24 
 

3SKILLS 

Your skills section should be a bullet list of six to eight of your most relevant capabilities. Read the job 
description to see what the employer needs, and match your most relevant skills to the description. 
Include a mix of “hard” skills (the technical qualifications you have for a job) and “soft skills” (your 
interpersonal talents, such as customer support). 

4WORK EXPERIENCE 

This section is particularly important for chronological and combination resume formats, which focus 
on showing off your extensive work history. Include your job title, name of the company, and your 
employment dates for each job in reverse-chronological order (your most recent job first). 

Under each entry, describe your responsibilities and successes. Use industry-specific numbers, such as 
percentages, sales revenue or website traffic, to add tangible proof to your claims. 

5EDUCATION SECTION 

Your education section usually carries less weight than your skills and work history sections, although 
it can play an important role if you are a recent graduate or entry-level job applicant lacking work 
experience. In writing this section, list your most advanced degree first and work backwards. 

 

Curriculum Vitae    
  

Personal information  

First name(s) / Surname(s)   

Address(es) (House number, street name, postcode, city, country)  
 

Telephone(s)  Mobile:  

E-mail  
  

Nationality  
  

Date of birth  
  

Gender  
  

Desired employment / 
Occupational field 

 

  

Work experience  
  

https://www.myperfectresume.com/how-to-write-a-resume/skills-section
https://www.myperfectresume.com/how-to-write-a-resume/work-history-section
https://www.myperfectresume.com/how-to-write-a-resume/education-certification
https://www.myperfectresume.com/blog/resume-writing/entry-level-resume-mistakes
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Dates  
(starting from the most recent) 

 

Occupation or position held  

Main activities and responsibilities  

Name and address of employer  

Type of business or sector  
  

Work experience  
  

Dates  
(starting from the most recent) 

 

Occupation or position held  

Main activities and responsibilities  

Name and address of employer  

Type of business or sector  
  

Education and training  
  

Dates   

Title of qualification awarded  

Principal subjects/occupational 
skills covered 

 

Name and type of institution   

Level in national or international 
classification 

 

  

Education and training 
 

Dates 
  

Title of qualification awarded 
 

Principal subjects/occupational 
skills covered 

 

Name and type of institution  
 

Level in national or international 
classification 

 

 

Questions to prepare for: 
 
 

1. Tell me about yourself. 
TIP: The most often asked question in interviews. Talk about things you have done and jobs you have 
held that relate to the position you are interviewing for.  
 
2. Why did you leave your last job? 
Never complain of supervisors, co-workers or the organization. Keep smiling and talk about leaving for 
a positive reason such as a great opportunity. 
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3. What experience do you have in this field? 
Talk about specifics that are relevant to the position. In case of little relevant experience, get as close 
as you can. 
 
4. What do you know about this organization? 
Do some research on the organization before the interview. What are the current issues and who are 
the major players? 
 
5. Why do you want to work for this organization? 
This should be based on the research you have done on the organization. Sincerity is extremely 
important here. 
 
6. What have you done to improve your knowledge in the last year? 
Have some positive self-improvement activities handy to mention. 
 
7. What kind of salary are you looking to get? 
A nasty little game that you will probably lose if you answer first. So, do not answer it. Instead, say 
something like, “That’s a tough question. Can you tell me the range for this position?” If there’s no 
way out of showing your cards, say that it depends on the details of the job, and give a wide range. 
 
8. Are you a team player? 
Of course, you are a team player. Be sure to have examples ready to give good evidence of your team 
attitude.  
 
9. Have you ever had to fire anyone? How did you feel about that? 
You will do it when it is the right thing to do. You will protect the organization when an individual has 
created a harmful situation.  
 
 
 
10. Tell me about your ability to work under pressure. 
You thrive under certain types of pressure. Give an example. 
 
11. Explain how you would be an asset (=a useful tool) to this organization 
Highlight your best points as they relate to the position being discussed.  
 
12. Why should we hire you? 
Point out how your assets meet what the organization needs.  
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Oral Production Practice: 

Here are some job advertisements:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read them and answer these questions: 
1. Which advertisement is for a full time position? ________ 

2. Which advertisement is for a part time position? _______ 

3. Do you need experience for the cleaner’s job? ________ 

4. Where do you need to apply in person? _______ 

5. Which job will be better paid if you have experience? ________ 

6. Where will they find out if you have any criminal convictions? ________ 

7. Where do you get a uniform? ________ 

8. In which job will you need a driving licence? ______ 

9. In which jobs will you receive training? ______ 

10. Which job is permanent? _______ 

11. Which job is temporary? ______ 

      Temporary Full Time Sales Assistants required for a busy 

working environment in our new shop in the town centre. 

Some previous experience preferred but not required as full 

training will be given.  

       Pay rate at £6 per hour. 

In order to apply, drop into the shop for an informal chat with 

the manager. 

 

Morning cleaners required for an office building.   The 

position is 15 hours per week, 6 to 9am, permanent.  

Uniform and Training provided. Pay rate meets national 

minimum wage requirements. 

CRB check at the expense of the employer. 

Gardener 

Part time gardener required to maintain gardens and 

general gardening duties, including: planting, grass 

cutting, weeding, watering and hedge trimming. 

Previous experience necessary, qualifications 

preferred. 

Driving License and own transport required, as gardens 

are in various locations. 

Wage dependant on experience and qualifications. 

To apply send your CV to: 

John Oakend 

1 2

 

3 
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12.  Which advertisement tells you the pay rate? _______  

13.  In which job will you work in more than one place? ______ 

 

 

 

Mahmood wants to apply for the gardener’s job. Here’s his CV, but information has been 

removed. Write it down in correct places. 

       

              

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words used to describe jobs and works. 

 
antisocial 
 ADJECTIVE 
making it difficult to meet people and have normal relationships 
 
articled 
 ADJECTIVE 
BRITISH if someone is articled to a company, they are employed by that company through 
a legal agreement while they finish their education or training 
 
assistant 
 ADJECTIVE 
used as part of a title for someone whose job is to help someone who is in charge of doing something 
 
associate 
 ADJECTIVE 

 NVQ Level 1 in Gardening 

 Diploma in Horticulture 

 Certificate Level 2 in Landscape 

Urdu, English 

1. Peter Grubb, Manager of Glenn Gardens 

tel. 01204 123456 

2. John Shears, Manager of Highleigh Park, 

tel. 01516 654321 

Full Driving Licence, category ‘B’, clean. 

 Glenn Gardens 2005-2007, Senior Gardener and 

Landscaping Assistant 

 Highleigh Park, 2001-2004 Gardener 

12 Station Road, BD1 2AB, Bradford 

01274 123456 

Mahmood Khan 

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/antisocial#antisocial__2
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/antisocial#antisocial__2
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/making
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/difficult
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/meet_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/people_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/normal_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/relationship
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/articled#articled__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/articled#articled__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/articled
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/company
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/employ_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/company
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/legal
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/agreement
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/finish_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/education
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/training
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/assistant_2#assistant_2__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/assistant_2#assistant_2__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/used
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/title
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/job_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/help_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/charge_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/doing
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/associate_3#associate_3__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/associate_3#associate_3__1
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someone who is in an associate position has a job at a level below the highestlevel 
 
casual 
 ADJECTIVE 
used about jobs that are not regular or permanent 
 
ceremonial 
 ADJECTIVE 
a ceremonial job exists for traditional reasons, and the person who has it doesnot have much power 
 
clerical 
 ADJECTIVE 
connected with the ordinary work that people do in offices 
 
collaborative 
 ADJECTIVE 
involving people or groups working together to produce something 
 
collegiate 
 ADJECTIVE 
VERY FORMAL sharing ideas and responsibilities with the people you work with, in a friendly way 
 
cooperative 
 ADJECTIVE 
done by people or organizations working together 
 
customer-facing 
 ADJECTIVE 
dealing directly with the customers of a business 
 
entry-level 
 ADJECTIVE 
an entry-level job is at the lowest level in a company or organization 
 
freelance 
 ADJECTIVE 
freelance work is done by a person who is not permanently employed by a particular company but 
who sells their services to more than one company 
 
FT 
 ABBREVIATION 
full-time 
 
 
 

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/associate_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/position_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/job_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/level_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/high_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/high_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/casual#casual__15
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/casual#casual__15
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/used
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/job_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/regular_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/permanent_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/ceremonial_1#ceremonial_1__5
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/ceremonial_1#ceremonial_1__5
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/ceremonial_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/job_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/exist
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/traditional
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/reason_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/person
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/does
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/power_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/clerical#clerical__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/clerical#clerical__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/connected
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/ordinary
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/work_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/people_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/office
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/collaborative#collaborative__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/collaborative#collaborative__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/involve
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/people_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/group_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/working
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/produce_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/collegiate#collegiate__5
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/collegiate#collegiate__5
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/share_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/idea
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/responsibility
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/people_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/work_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/friendly_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/cooperative_1#cooperative_1__3
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/cooperative_1#cooperative_1__3
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/people_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/organization
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/working
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/customer-facing#customer-facing__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/customer-facing#customer-facing__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/dealing
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/directly_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/customer
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/business
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/entry-level#entry-level__2
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/entry-level#entry-level__2
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/entry-level
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/job_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/low_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/level_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/company
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/organization
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/freelance_1#freelance_1__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/freelance_1#freelance_1__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/freelance_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/work_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/person
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/permanently
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/employ_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/particular_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/company
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/sell_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/services
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/company
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/ft_3#ft_3__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/ft_3#ft_3__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/full-time_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/full-time_1#full-time_1__1
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full-time 
 ADJECTIVE 
done for the number of hours that people normally work in a complete week. Part-time work or study 
is done during just some of these hours 
 
full-time 
 ADVERB 
during the number of hours that people normally work in a complete week 
 
hand in glove 
 PHRASE 
if you work hand in glove with someone, you work very closely with them 
 
high-ranking 
 ADJECTIVE 
a high-ranking person or job is very senior 
 
honest 
 ADJECTIVE 
honest work is a job that you work fairly hard at 
 
industrial 
 ADJECTIVE 
used about the people working in industry and their relationship with their employers 
 
in house 
 PHRASE 
in the offices of a company 
 
in-house 
 ADJECTIVE 
done, working, or happening inside a company or organization 
 
monotonous 
 ADJECTIVE 
a monotonous job is very boring because you have to keep repeating the same thing 
 
multiparty 
 ADJECTIVE 
involving several people, groups, or organizations that take part in something 
 
non-residential 
 ADJECTIVE 
a non-residential course or job is one where you do not live at the place where you study or work 
 

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/full-time_1#full-time_1__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/full-time_1#full-time_1__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/full-time_2#full-time_2__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/full-time_2#full-time_2__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/number_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/hour
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/people_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/normally
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/work_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/complete_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/week
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/hand-in-glove#hand-in-glove__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/hand-in-glove#hand-in-glove__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/work_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/glove
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/work_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/closely
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/high-ranking#high-ranking__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/high-ranking#high-ranking__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/high-ranking
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/person
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/job_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/senior_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/honest#honest__10
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/honest#honest__10
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/honest
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/work_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/job_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/work_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/fairly
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/hard_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/industrial#industrial__5
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/industrial#industrial__5
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/used
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/people_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/working
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/industry
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/relationship
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/employer
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/in-house_1#in-house_1__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/in-house_1#in-house_1__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/office
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/company
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/in-house_2#in-house_2__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/in-house_2#in-house_2__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/working
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/happening_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/inside_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/company
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/organization
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/monotonous#monotonous__3
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/monotonous#monotonous__3
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/monotonous
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/job_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/boring_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/repeat_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/multiparty#multiparty__3
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/multiparty#multiparty__3
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/involve
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/people_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/group_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/organization
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/non-residential#non-residential__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/non-residential#non-residential__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/non-residential
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/course_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/job_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/live_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/place_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/study_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/work_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/official_1#official_1__12
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official 
 ADJECTIVE 
relating to your job, especially a job in which you have authority or representother people 
 
on attachment 
 PHRASE 
someone who is on attachment to an organization or company has been sent there for a short time 
by the organization or company that they normally work for. The American expression is on 
assignment 
 
out of house 
 PHRASE 
not in the offices of a company, and by people who may not be employed by that company 
 
pastoral 
 ADJECTIVE 
pastoral work or activities involve giving help and advice to 
other people, especially about personal problems 
 
peripatetic 
 ADJECTIVE 
involving travelling to different places and staying for a short time at each place, especially in order to 
do a job 
 
prestige 
 ADJECTIVE 
a prestige job or position involves dealing with important people and makingimportant decisions 
 
probationary 
 ADJECTIVE 
a probationary period is a time during which someone who has been given a new job is watched to 
see whether they can do the job well and stay in the position 
 
professional 
 ADJECTIVE 
relating to work that needs special skills and qualifications 
 
professional 
 ADJECTIVE 
relating to a profession and its rules, standards, and arrangements 
 
professional 
 ADJECTIVE 
played or done as a job rather than for enjoyment 
 

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/official_1#official_1__12
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/official_1#official_1__12
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/relate_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/job_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/especially
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/job_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/authority
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/represent
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/people_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/on-attachment#on-attachment__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/on-attachment#on-attachment__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/out-of-house#out-of-house__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/out-of-house#out-of-house__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/office
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/company
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/people_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/employ_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/company
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/pastoral#pastoral__6
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/pastoral#pastoral__6
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/pastoral
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/work_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/activity
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/involve
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/give_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/help_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/advice
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/people_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/especially
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/personal_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/problem
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/peripatetic#peripatetic__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/peripatetic#peripatetic__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/involve
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/travelling
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/different
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/place_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/stay_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/short_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/place_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/especially
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/order_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/job_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/prestige_2#prestige_2__4
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/prestige_2#prestige_2__4
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/prestige_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/job_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/position_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/involve
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/dealing
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/important
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/people_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/making
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/making
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/decision_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/probationary#probationary__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/probationary#probationary__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/probationary
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/period_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/given_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/new
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/job_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/watch_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/job_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/stay_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/position_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/professional_1#professional_1__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/professional_1#professional_1__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/relate_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/work_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/need_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/special_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/skill
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/qualification
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/professional_1#professional_1__10
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/professional_1#professional_1__10
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/relate_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/profession
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/rule_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/standard_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/arrangement
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/professional_1#professional_1__19
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/professional_1#professional_1__19
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/play_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/job_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/enjoyment
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/professionally#professionally__9
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professionally 
 ADVERB 
as a job rather than for enjoyment 
 
responsible 
 ADJECTIVE 
a responsible job or position is one in which you have to make important decisions or be in charge of 
a lot of people 
 
secretarial 
 ADJECTIVE 
relating to the work or skills of a secretary 
 
semi-skilled 
 ADJECTIVE 
a semi-skilled job needs some basic skills. Someone who does this kind of job is called a semi-skilled 
worker. 
 
skilled 
 ADJECTIVE 
a skilled job needs someone who has ability and experience 
 
unpaid 
 ADJECTIVE 
unpaid work is work that you are not paid for 
 
unskilled 
 ADJECTIVE 
used about jobs that unskilled people do 
 
unsociable 
 ADJECTIVE 
BRITISH an unsociable job is one in which you have to work at unusual times of the day so that you do 
not have much time to spend with your family or friends 
 
unsocial 
 ADJECTIVE 
BRITISH someone who works unsocial hours works at unusual times of the day, so that they do not 
have much time to spend with their family or friends 
 
vocational 
 ADJECTIVE 
relating to someone’s vocation 
 
 

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/professionally#professionally__9
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/professionally#professionally__9
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/job_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/enjoyment
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/responsible#responsible__10
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/responsible#responsible__10
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/responsible
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/job_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/position_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/make_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/charge_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/lot_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/people_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/secretarial#secretarial__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/secretarial#secretarial__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/relate_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/work_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/skill
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/secretary
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/semi-skilled#semi-skilled__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/semi-skilled#semi-skilled__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/skilled#skilled__6
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/skilled#skilled__6
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/skilled
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/job_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/need_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/ability_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/experience_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/unpaid#unpaid__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/unpaid#unpaid__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/unpaid
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/work_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/work_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/paid_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/unskilled#unskilled__3
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/unskilled#unskilled__3
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/used
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/job_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/unskilled
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/people_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/unsociable#unsociable__2
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/unsociable#unsociable__2
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/unsociable
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/job_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/work_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/unusual
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/day
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/spend_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/family_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/friend_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/unsocial#unsocial__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/unsocial#unsocial__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/work_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/unsocial
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/hour
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/work_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/unusual
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/day
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/spend_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/family_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/friend_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/vocational#vocational__2
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/vocational#vocational__2
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/relate_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/vocation
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/voluntary_1#voluntary_1__4
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voluntary 
 ADJECTIVE 
voluntary work is done for no pay 
 

 

 

A. Read the conversation about a Job interview, and then practice it with a partner.  

John has a job interview for a Saturday job 

Interviewer: So, you've applied for the Saturday position, right? 

John: Yes, I have. 

Interviewer: Can you tell me what made you reply to our advertisement? 

John: 
Well, I was looking for a part-time job to help me through college. And I think that I'd be 
really good at this kind of work. 

Interviewer: Do you know exactly what you would be doing as a shop assistant? 

John: 
Well I imagine I would be helping customers, keeping a check on the supplies in the 
store, and preparing the shop for business. 

Interviewer: 
That about covers it, you would also be responsible for keeping the front of the store 
tidy. What sort of student do you regard yourself as . . . did you enjoy studying while 
you were at school? 

John: 
I suppose I'm a reasonable student. I passed all my exams and I enjoy studying subjects 
that interest me. 

Interviewer: Have you any previous work experience? 

John: Yes. I worked part-time at a take-away in the summer holidays. 

Interviewer: Now, do you have any questions you'd like to ask me about the position? 

John: Yes. Could you tell me what hours I'd have to work? 

Interviewer: 

We open at 9.00, but you would be expected to arrive at 8.30 and we close at 6.00 pm. 

You would be able to leave then. 

I think I have asked you everything I wanted to. Thank you for coming along to the 

interview.  

John: Thank you. When will I know if I have been successful? 

Interviewer: We'll be making our decision next Monday, we'll give you a call. 

 

 

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/voluntary_1#voluntary_1__4
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/voluntary_1#voluntary_1__4
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/voluntary_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/work_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/pay_1
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SPEAKING: These are the most common questions asked in a normal interview with some ideas of 

how to prepare an answer: - 

Tell me about yourself. 

This does not mean "Give me your life story". It's your chance to give an 

overall impression of who you are. Research the company to get an idea of 

the skills and experience they're looking for, work those into your response. 

Make sure you concentrate on who you are, your work experience, and 

relate everything to show that you would be a great candidate for the 

position. 

What were your main 
responsibilities in your 
last job? 

Be specific and positive about what you did in your current / previous job. 

Try to relate them to the job you are being interviewed for. 

What is your biggest 
accomplishment? 

Give an example that relates to the job you are interviewing for. 

What are your greatest 
strengths / weaknesses? 

Your ability to work well under pressure, prioritizing skills, problem-solving 

skills, professional expertise, leadership skills, team spirit. Be prepared to 

give real life examples. 

Be honest about a specific weakness, but show what you are doing to 

overcome it. 

Why do you want to 
work for this company? 

Be positive. Research the organisation and relate what they offer to your 
long-term ambitions. 

Why do you want to 

leavel your current job? 

Or 

Why did you leave your 

last job? 

Never say anything bad about your previous employers. Think about leaving 

for a positive reason. 

When can you start? 

Straight away. 

I need to give x weeks notice. 

Do you have any 
questions? 

Yes. Prepare several questions before the interview. You could ask about 
career / development / training opportunities. Be sure to ask when they'll 
make their decision. 
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Here are forms and phrases used to interrupt conversations and meetings arranged by purpose. 

Interrupting to Give Someone Information  

Use these short forms to quickly and efficiently interrupt a conversation to deliver a message. 

 I'm sorry to interrupt but you're needed (on the phone / in the office / in the classroom / etc.) 
 Sorry for the interruption. It's Jim / Peter / Mary on the phone. 
 Pardon me, but I have John on the phone. 
 Excuse me, could I get a signature / an answer / a cup of coffee quickly? 

Using questions are a polite way of interrupting. Here are some of the most common questions we 
ask in order to be allowed to join the conversation. 

 Could I jump in? 
 Could I add something? 
 Can I say something? 
 May I interject? 

 Example Dialogue  
 Example 1: Interrupting for Something Else 
 Helen: ... it's really amazing how beautiful Hawaii is. I mean, you couldn't think of anywhere 

more beautiful. 
 Anna: Excuse me, but Tom is on the phone. 
 Helen: Thanks Anna. This will only take a moment. 
 Anna: Can I bring you some coffee while she takes the call? 
 George: No thanks. I'm fine. 
 Anna: She'll be just a moment. 

https://www.thoughtco.com/asking-polite-questions-1211095
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Fill in the blanks with could, can, couldn't, can't. 
 
 
1. In my first year as a teacher, I almost lost my self-confidence because I ___________________ 

teach anything. 

2. Mary tried hard to persuade her friend but she __________________ change her mind. 

3-4. Bijan says he ____________ speak four languages but he _______________ talk to customers 

yesterday as he was a bit nervous. 

5. Adan and her mother ________________ open the door because it was locked. 

6. I ________________ finally talk to John after I tried to reach him on the phone for hours. 

7-8. I _________________ never memorize all of the rules in the past, and I ______________ do not it 

now either. 

9-10. Mike was the only one who _______________________ understand me, but now he 

______________________ either. 
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11. Before the nuclear disaster in the 1980's, people ________________ grow everything in their 

gardens. 

12-13. No matter how hard I try, I ________________ see the difference in the two pictures Susan 

says she ________________ easily see. 

 

Discussion : Work with a Partner. Make a conversation applying  the expression about changing – 

interrupting a topic  

 

1. Women cannot do the same jobs as men, and men cannot do the same jobs as women. Men 

and women are too different to be able to perform the same kinds of jobs. 

 

2. Athletes get paid way too much money. They do not deserve all the money they get.  

 

 

3. Having a university degree is unnecessary nowadays. Jobs that don’t require a college degree 

(such as electricians, carpenters, mechanics and boilermakers) are very well paid. 

 

4. The retirement age should be reduced to 50 for both men and women.  

 

 

5. The workweek should be no longer than 30 hours. 

 

6. Most jobs will be done by robots in the future and many people will become unemployed.  

 

Grammar Structure  

Comparative and superlative forms of adverbs 

The occupation I like the most. Is playing professional soccer.  

 I enjoyed the job to the fullest.  
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The ad is offering the best job opportunities this year.  

Irregular Adverbs.  

Adjective Adverb Comparative Adverb Superlative Adverb 

good well better best 
bad badly worse worst 
far far farther/further farthest/furthest 
 

Practice: Fill in the blank with the either the comparative form or superlative form of each adverb, as 
required: 
EX: Tom sang more loudly (more loudly/the most loudly) than the other kids.  
 
 

1. He  lives ________________ (farther/the farthest) than Peter.  
 
2. He lives __________________ (farther/the farthest) out of all of us.  
 
3. He lives _______________(farther/the farthest) than the rest of us.  
 
4. Jim drives __________________ (faster/the fastest) than most people that I know.  
 
6. Frank welcomed us ____________(more warmly/the most warmly) than his wife did.  
 
7. Frank's wife cooks _________________(better/the best) out of anyone I know.  
 

 

Comparative and Superlative Adverbs  

Just like adjectives, adverbs also have comparative and superlative forms. Most adverbs take on the 

words more or most to form their comparative and superlative forms. However, some adverbs can 

take on the –er or –est endings like adjectives, while some are completely irregular. Write the 

comparative and superlative forms of the following adverbs in the blanks provided.  

  

Adverb Comparative Superlative  

1. recently __________________ __________________  

2. frequently __________________ __________________  

3. effectively __________________ __________________  
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4. well ___________________ __________________  

5. generally ___________________ __________________  

6. importantly ___________________ __________________  

7. intently ___________________ __________________  

8. badly ___________________ __________________  

9. often ___________________ __________________  

10. hard ___________________ __________________  

11. little ___________________ __________________  

12. late ___________________ __________________  

13. long ___________________ __________________  

14. quietly ___________________ __________________  

15. much ___________________ __________________ 

 

4. Working to Live or Living to Work 
 

Warm – up:  What is the difference between living to work and working to live? 

 

Those Who Live to Work 

Certain people, it is said, live to work. It is shorthand for saying that their lives center on their work or 
careers and that achievement in their professions is a major source of satisfaction and meaning in 
their lives. Money may or may not be a major motivation for these people. In some cases, achieving 
huge levels of pay (as is the case with many senior corporate executives, such as CEOs) is coveted 
more as a means of keeping score and proving your relative worth versus other people, than it is for 
the money itself. 
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Those Who Work to Live 

   By contrast, other people work to live. These people view their work or careers largely as toil whose 
purpose is to earn the money necessary to support themselves and their dependents. Their real 
interests lie elsewhere, and their work or careers are only means to an end, not an end in itself. Some 
of these people try to cut corners, to gain the maximum pay for the minimum amount of effort. 
Others do indeed take great pride in their work and put great effort into doing their jobs well, but 
their jobs simply are not the centers of their lives. 
 
Practice:  

 

 
 

Reading text: Work–life balance  

Ronan  

I work in a fairly traditional office environment doing a typical nine-to-five job. I like my job, 

but it’s annoying that my commute to work takes an hour and a half each way and most of my 

work could really be done online from home. But my boss doesn’t seem to trust that we will 

get any work done if left to our own devices, and everyone in the company has to clock in and 

out every day. It’s frustrating that they feel the need to monitor what we do so closely instead 

of judging us based on our task performance, like most companies do these days.  

  
Jo 

 I used to do a typical five-day week, but after I came out of my maternity leave, I decided that 

I wanted to spend more time with my children before they start school. After negotiating with 

my boss, we decided to cut my working week down to a three-day work week. This of course 

meant a significant cut in my pay too, as I’m paid on a pro-rata basis. I’ve since noticed, 
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though, that my workload hasn’t decreased in the slightest! I’m now doing five days’ worth of 

work in three days, but getting paid much less for it! I find myself having to take work home 

just so that I can meet the deadlines. It’s wearing me out trying to juggle work with looking 

after my children and my family, but I don’t dare to bring this up with my boss because I think 

he feels as if he’s made a huge concession letting me come in only three days a week 

 

Marcus  

I work for a global IT company, but because their headquarters is in the States, I do all my 

work online from home. That means that I don’t waste time commuting or making idle 

chitchat with colleagues. I work on a project basis, and this flexibility is very valuable to me 

because it means that I can easily take some time off when my children need me to go to their 

school performances or if I need to schedule an appointment with the dentist. The downside is 

that without clear office hours, I tend to work well into the evening, sometimes skipping 

dinner to finish a task. It can also get quite lonely working on my own, and I sometimes miss 

sharing ideas with colleagues.  

  

Lily  

I’m a freelancer and work for myself. This is great because I am in control of what I do and how 

I spend my time. At first, I was working from home, but I found it really hard to concentrate. 

There were just too many distractions around: housework that needed doing, another cup of 

tea, my family members wanting my attention for various things. So I started to go to a nearby 

café to work, but the Wi-Fi connection wasn’t ideal and I found myself drinking too much 

coffee. In the end, I decided to rent a desk in a co-working space with five other freelancers 

like myself. I liked getting dressed to go to work in the morning and being able to focus in an 

office environment. The other freelancers do similar kinds of web-based work to me and so it’s 

nice to have workmates to bounce ideas off as well. 

 

Circle the best answer.  

1. Ronan would prefer it if he …  

a. wasn’t left to his own devices.  

b. could spend more time commuting and less time in the office.  

c. could work from home and be judged based on task performance.  

d. could trust his boss more.  

2. Jo wanted to reduce her working hours because she …  
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a. thought she would be more efficient and productive when she was at the office. 

 b. wanted to bring her work home.  

c. wanted to go on maternity leave.  

d. wanted to spend time with her children.  

3. Jo is unhappy with her three-day work week because … 

 a. she didn’t realise how much the change would affect her economically. 

 b. she now hast to spend more time looking after her children and her family.  

c. she has more deadlines to meet.  

d. her workload has remained the same although she’s reduced her hours.  

4. In Marcus’s opinion, which of these is a disadvantage of working from home?  

a. You spend a lot of time in the house. 

 b. It’s easy to get distracted by your family.  

c. You tend to work later.  

d. You end up eating more as you have access to the fridge all day.  

5. Why did Lily not like working from home?  

a. She found it lonely.  

b. Her family didn’t like her working.  

c. She didn’t have a good Wi-Fi connection.  

d. There were a lot of distractions.  

6. What solution did Lily find most suitable for her working needs?  

a. Renting an office space to work from.  

b. Working from a café. c. Working for an employer.  

d. Working for other freelancers. 

Discussion What are the advantages and disadvantages of your working situation? What would you 

change if you could?  



 

43 
 

Task 2  

 

 

Reading text: Millennials in the workplace  

Background Millennials (those born between the early 1980s and the early 1990s) make up a huge 

part of our workforce but they seem to lack loyalty to the companies and the leaders they work for. 

Multinational companies are noticing larger turnover rates of millennials as employee retention rates 

fall. This report looks at the findings of two large-scale surveys on the mindset of the millennial 

generation and explores how organisations can strive to address these needs, increase employee 

engagement and encourage retention. Research In a global survey conducted by 

PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC), more than 40,000 millennial (born between 1983 and 1993) and non-

millennial responses were collected on the topics of workplace culture, communication and working 

styles, pay structure, career development, work–life balance, etc.  

    

In a separate global survey conducted by Deloitte, more than 10,000 millennials participated in a 

study about their perceptions of the threats and opportunities in the complex world of work.  

Key findings  

• Millennials are as committed to their work as their more senior colleagues.  

• Millennials value interesting work and a good work–life balance. They do not believe that excessive 

work demands are worth sacrifices in their personal lives.  
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• Millennials want flexibility in their working hours and are willing to give up pay increases and 

promotions for a flexible working schedule. They believe that success should be measured by 

productivity and not by the number of hours they are seen in an office.  

• Millennials want to feel supported and appreciated by their company and their superiors. • 

Millennials want more opportunities to develop their skills. These include technological skills, 

teamwork and interpersonal skills.  

• Millennials believe that businesses and business leaders should contribute to the improvement of 

society and they are more likely to be loyal to a company with strong ethics.  

Recommendations Organisations and managers wanting to retain millennials should consider:  

• monitoring their workload and satisfaction levels with their work–life balance  

• creating a flexible work culture where employees have more control over their working hours and 

their work location  

• providing meaningful work and interesting opportunities 

 • offering help and support in continuing professional development  

• changing the organisation’s goals from being mainly about profit-making to motives that address 

social concerns and solve wider societal problems 
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Linguistic Competences  

Oral Written Comprehension   

L1. understand the main points of a relatively long discussion on a familiar topic, related to stories in 
Standard English.  
L2. understand specific details from many web-based broadcasts/ memes, comics, posts, poems 
dealing with subjects of interest if the people talk clearly.  
R1. understand specific factual text and simple reports on familiar topics (e.g., movie reviews, 
interviews, tweets, posts, etc.).  
R2. recognize English language sounds using knowledge in phonics, syllabification and word parts.  
R.3. understand texts of various lengths, as long as the words used are familiar and/or concern areas 
of learners’ interest (e.g., tweets, memes, poems, posts, blogs, comics, short stories, videos) 
supported by the use key of words, diagrams, and illustrations.  
 

 Oral and Written Production   

SI1. repeat what has been said and convey this information to another person.  
SI.2. talk in detail about tweets, memes, poems, posts, blogs, comics, short stories, videos.  

CHAPTER  2 
Scenario: Stories Come in All Shapes and Sizes. Themes:  

1. Tell me a Story 

2. Thumbs Up/ Thumbs Down 

3. The Review Are in 

4. You Should Read This 
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SP1. describe what is occurring in tweets, blogs, short stories, videos, including his/her personal 
opinion about them.  
SP2. sustain a conversational exchange with a peer in the classroom when the topic is familiar, though 
there may be some difficulty in understanding and being understood from time to time.  
SP3. express opinions of a short story, play, essay, or poem examined in class.  
W1. express what has been learned, how it has been learned, and learning goals for the future.  
W2. summarize simple text dealing with familiar subjects (e.g., short stories, videos, blogs) and check 
written sentences to look for mistakes (subject-verb agreement, pronoun and article agreement, 
capitalization, indentation, commas, appropriate vocabulary and connecting ideas and required 
format) spelling and basic punctuation accurately enough to be followed most of the time.  
 

1. Tell me a Story 
Key Vocabulary  

writer Graphic designer poet 

editor Illustrator Blogger  

designer Producer  Columnist  

Artist  director  

 

Warm – up : Read the text and answer the questions.  

A graphic designer works to a brief that has been agreed with the client or account manager.  They 

develop creative ideas and concepts.  They have to choose the appropriate media  and style to meet 

the client’s objectives. Graphic designers have to show creative flair, as well as keeping up with 

changes to industry software,  and maintaining a professional approach to time,  costs and deadlines. 

1  What does a graphic designer work to? 

  

2  What do graphic designers develop? 

  

3  What term in the text means ‘artistic approach’? 
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Grammar Reference  

The simple present tense in English is used to describe an action that is regular, true or normal. 

We use the present tense: 

1. For repeated or regular actions in the present time period. 

 I take the train to the office.  

 The train to Berlin leaves every hour.  

 John sleeps eight hours every night during the week.  

2. For facts. 

 The President of The USA lives in The White House.  

 A dog has four legs.  

 We come from Switzerland.  

3. For habits. 

 I get up early every day.  

 Carol brushes her teeth twice a day.  

 They travel to their country house every weekend.  

4. For things that are always / generally true.  

 It rains a lot in winter.  

 The Queen of England lives in Buckingham Palace.  

 They speak English at work.  
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Verb Conjugation & Spelling 

We form the present tense using the base form of the infinitive (without the TO).  

In general, in the third person we add 'S' in the third person. 

Subject  Verb  The Rest of the sentence  

I / you / we / they  speak / learn  English at home  

he / she / it  speaks / learns  English at home  

The spelling for the verb in the third person differs depending on the ending of that verb: 

1. For verbs that end in -O, -CH, -SH, -SS, -X, or -Z we add -ES in the third person. 

 go – goes 

 catch – catches 

 wash – washes 

 kiss – kisses 

 fix – fixes 

 buzz – buzzes  

2. For verbs that end in a consonant + Y, we remove the Y and add -IES. 

 marry – marries 

 study – studies 

 carry – carries 

 worry – worries 

NOTE: For verbs that end in a vowel + Y, we just add -S. 

 play – plays 

 enjoy – enjoys 

 say – says  

Negative Sentences in the Simple Present Tense 

To make a negative sentence in English we normally use Don't or Doesn't with all verbs EXCEPT To Be 

and Modal verbs (can, might, should etc.). 

https://www.grammar.cl/Present/Dont_Doesnt.htm
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 Affirmative: You speak French. 

Negative: You don't speak French. 

You will see that we add don't between the subject and the verb. We use Don't when the subject is I, 

you, we or they. 

 Affirmative: He speaks German. 

Negative: He doesn't speak German. 

When the subject is he, she or it, we add doesn't between the subject and the verb to make a 

negative sentence. Notice that the letter S at the end of the verb in the affirmative sentence (because 

it is in third person) disappears in the negative sentence. We will see the reason why below. 

 

Negative Contractions 

Don't = Do not 

Doesn't = Does not 

I don't like meat = I do not like meat. 

There is no difference in meaning though we normally use contractions in spoken English. 

 

Word Order of Negative Sentences 

The following is the word order to construct a basic negative sentence in English in the Present Tense 

using Don't or Doesn't. 

Subject  don't/doesn't Verb*  The Rest of the sentence  

I / you / we / they  don't  have / buy 

eat / like etc.  
cereal for breakfast  

he / she / it  doesn't  

* Verb: The verb that goes here is the base form of the infinitive = The infinitive without TO before 

the verb. Instead of the infinitive To have it is just the have part. 

Remember that the infinitive is the verb before it is conjugated (changed) and it begins with TO. For 

example: to have, to eat, to go, to live, to speak etc. 
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Examples of Negative Sentences with Don't and Doesn't: 

 You don't speak Arabic. 

 John doesn't speak Italian. 

 We don't have time for a rest. 

 It doesn't move. 

 They don't want to go to the party. 

 She doesn't like fish. 

Questions in the Simple Present Tense 

To make a question in English we normally use Do or Does. It has no translation in Spanish though it is 
essential to show we are making a question. It is normally put at the beginning of the question. 

 Affirmative: You speak English. 
Question: Do you speak English? 

You will see that we add DO at the beginning of the affirmative sentence to make it a question. We 
use Do when the subject is I, you, we or they. 

 Affirmative: He speaks French. 
Question: Does he speak French? 

When the subject is he, she or it, we add DOES at the beginning to make the affirmative sentence a 
question. Notice that the letter S at the end of the verb in the affirmative sentence (because it is in 
third person) disappears in the question. We will see the reason why below. 

We DON'T use Do or Does in questions that have the verb To Be or Modal Verbs (can, must, might, 
should etc.) 

 
 

Word Order of Questions with Do and Does 

The following is the word order to construct a basic question in English using Do or Does. 

Do/Does  Subject  Verb*  The Rest of the sentence  

Do  I / you / we / they  have / need 
want etc. 

a new bike?  
Does  he / she / it  

*Verb: The verb that goes here is the base form of the infinitive = The infinitive without TO before the 
verb. Instead of the infinitive To have it is just the have part. 

Remember that the infinitive is the verb before it is conjugated (changed) and it begins with TO. For 
example: to have, to eat, to go, to live, to speak etc. 

https://www.grammar.cl/Present/Do_Does.htm
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Examples of Questions with Do and Does: 

 Do you need a dictionary? 
 Does Mary need a dictionary? 
 Do we have a meeting now? 
 Does it rain a lot in winter? 
 Do they want to go to the party? 
 Does he like pizza? 

  

BOOKS & WRITERS 

1. Read the text and decide if the statements are true(T) or false(F). 

Books play an important part in people’s life. Do you know the name of William Caxton? Yes, 

of course. He was an Englishman who made the first English printed book in 1474. Many books 

have been printed in Britain since those days. We know the names of many English writers. 

Children are interested in reading books. Many authors have written stories for children. Many 

of these stories bring back to life the old fables, folk-tales are called fairy-tales. British children 

love fairies living in a wonderful place called fairy-land. Modern fairy stories often imitate the old 

folk-tale, which explains their atmosphere of princesses and horse-drawn carriages. You know that 

imagination is the main quality of a children’s story. Several famous children’s stories are written 

in the form of a wonderful dream, like Lewis Carol’s ”Alice in Wonderland”. The characters of the 

books are usually animals or toys, as in A. Milne’s “Winnie-the-Pooh”, or objects, like railway 

engines and lorries, which talk like living people. 

On the other hand, many stories are based on ordinary events in the life of an ordinary child. 

School stories about adventures in a boarding school are great favourites with older children. 

1. An Englishman made the first English printed book.__________ 

2. The old fables and folk-tales are called fairy-tales.____________ 

3. British children don’t love fairies living in a wonderful place called fairy-land._______ 

4. Modern fairy stories often imitate the old folk-tale.________ 

5. Imagination is the main quality of a children’s story.________ 

6. Older children are fond of reading school stories.__________ 

2. Fill in the blanks with the correct verbs. 

1. I____________________________(buy) a book about computer games last Saturday. 
2. You__________________________(write) a short story now. 
3. ___________  children often _____________(learn)  poems by heart? 
4. They_________________(go) to the bookstore  when it _______________(start) raining. 
5. ____________your  friends ever___________(be) to the British Museum? 
6. The mother ____________(read) the magazine  when her little boy goes to bed. 
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Practice: Write complete sentences in Simple Present tense. Use the key vocabulary. 

Example: A ______________ is someone who ________________ ( writer – editor – designer- 

illustrator, producer – director – poet – blogger) 

1. _________________________________________________________ 

2. _________________________________________________________ 

3. _________________________________________________________ 

4. _________________________________________________________ 

5. _________________________________________________________ 

6. __________________________________________________________ 

7. __________________________________________________________ 
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Practice:  
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Practice: Complete the stories with the words in the box: 

Sleeping Beauty 

lived           lived           woke             slept              took             was                 cast           grew                

came                married                 cut                  saw 

A long time ago there _________ a beautiful princess .  She __________in a very high tower.  A 

wicked fairy ___________ a spell and the princess ________ for a hundred years.  A big forest 

_________ around the tower.  One day a handsome prince ________ to the tower.   He ________ his 

sword and _________ the trees.   He ________ the princess and ______ her with a kiss.  The prince 

____________ the princess and they ______ happily ever after. 

The Three Little Pigs 

made      tried      ate     built       were      lived     fell        blew        was        used        came 

Once upon a time there ___________ three little pigs.  One _________ a house with straw, one 

_________ a house with wood and the other _________ bricks.  One day a big bad wolf _________ 

and _________ to destroy the houses.  He ________ on each house.  The houses of straw and wood 

_________ down and he ______ the pigs.  The house of bricks ________ very strong so the final pig 

_______ a long and happy life. 
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Now complete the tables with the past simple verbs from the stories: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Present simple Past simple 

live   

sleep 

grow 

cut 

cast  

marry 

be 

take 

…………………….. 

…………………….. 

…………………….. 

…………………….. 

…………………….. 

…………………….. 

…………………….. 

…………………….. 

 

Present simple Past simple 

be   

eat 

make 

build 

use 

blow 

try 

fall 

…………………….. 

…………………….. 

…………………….. 

…………………….. 

…………………….. 

…………………….. 

…………………….. 

…………………….. 
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Oral Production: TALKING ABOUT MOVIES  

 

Pair – Work: Ask some questions to your classmate. 

1) How do you like movies? 

2) Do you watch a movie on tv or do you go to the movies?  

3) How often do you go to the movies? 

4) What is your favorite kind of movie? Western, Thriller, Horror, Comedy, Mystery, Adventure, 

Science Fiction, Romance, Drama or Animated? 

5) What was the first movie you remember watching? 

6) What was the last movie you watched? 

7) Is there any movie character you like? Who and Why? 

8) Is there a movie character you would like to be for one day? Why? 

9) What was the most beautiful place you've seen in a movie? 

10) Do you only watch American movies or do you also watch French movies, British movies and 

Bollywood movies?  

11) Was there something you've learned from a movie? What? 

12) Do you have a movie collection? If you do, how many movies are there in your collection? 

13) What is the best movie you've watched? And the worst? Why? 

14) How many movies do you think you've watched so far?  

15)  What is your favorite movie? Why?  
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2. Thumbs Up/ Thumbs Down 
 

 

 

Taken from https://www.google.com 

 

https://www.google.com/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjWiayFlOfhAhWEzlkKHQ9gDBMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://jokeallucan.blogspot.com/2016/08/the-new-computer-alphabet.html&psig=AOvVaw3pBqbryDItz6rzKx5W-StL&ust=1556141247192210
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi7offllOfhAhXup1kKHUP1BBgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.slideshare.net/seemababbas/social-media-violated-english-language&psig=AOvVaw3pBqbryDItz6rzKx5W-StL&ust=1556141247192210


 

60 
 

Extra vocabulary: tweets, memes, poems, posts, blogs, comics, short stories, videos, 

reviews, summary, literary analysis, fiction, nonfiction. 

 

 

Social media can be a minefield to navigate. Especially in a second language. There are always new 
terms to keep up with and other people are never afraid to point out things that are wrong. Don’t 
fear, though. Make sure you know these simple pieces of English social media vocabulary so you can 
have fun in English with social media. 

1. To go viral 

When something is popular and spreads quickly, we can say it has ‘gone viral’. When a real virus 
spreads through people or computers, it’s a bad thing, however when a piece of social media content 
goes viral, it’s usually positive. 

2. Troll 

You may be familiar with trolls in kid’s stories that live under bridges. In social media, a troll is a 
person who deliberately starts arguments in the comments sections of sites. Often they don’t even 
believe in what they are arguing for, they just do it because they enjoy it. 

 

https://englishlive.ef.com/en-gb/resources/
https://englishlive.ef.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2016/02/English-expressions-for-social-media.jpg
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3. Hater 

Another negative personality in social media, a hater is someone who voices negative opinions about 
other people. It might be inspired by jealousy or boredom. The advice is usually to just ignore them. 

4. Vlogger 

Blogs have been around for a while (as readers of this one will know). Now that video equipment is 
cheaper than ever, lots of people have turned to blogging through video instead of writing, this is 
vlogging. Top vloggers often have millions of fans and get more views than many shows on regular TV. 

5. Meme 

You know those funny pictures with text on them? Those are memes. They are a fun way to make 
people laugh and often end up going viral. Why not try making your own about learning English. 

6. Mash-up 

Take the best parts of one thing, combine them with another, and you have a mash-up. Whether it’s 
comic characters from different comics or combining parts of two different music tracks, mash-ups 
are an interesting way to create something new out of what is already there. 

7. The blogosphere 

When the newspapers and TV are talking about an issue, people often say it’s ‘in the media’. When 
lots of bloggers are talking about it, it’s ‘in the blogosphere’. 

8. AMA 

Standing for ‘ask me anything’, these sessions started on Reddit but are now common elsewhere on 
social media. An ‘ask me anything’ session is when a person agrees to answer all questions that 
people ask them. It’s a great way for people to share knowledge and connect with their fans. 

Start your English Learning Online with EF English Live. Sign up today and get a free 14-day trial! 
Whatever your goals, our online English course guarantees your success. 

9. Clickbait 

Those articles that people sometimes share on social media with titles like ‘I started writing an article 
about English, you won’t believe what happened next…!’ are called clickbait. They have headlines that 
make you want to click through and read. The articles themselves often don’t live up to expectations, 
though. 

 

 

https://englishlive.ef.com/en-gb/study-plans-and-prices/
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Exercise: Complete the statements with the words from the box. 

Blogs - log in - share - posting. spam – applications - 

 

1. Social media has many __________ to business. = ways of using something in different situations 

such as business or education. (Also = types of software that run on computers or mobile devices) 

2. At the end of news articles, there are often many ______________.= comments that are left on 

websites by users. 

3. Many people like to write ___________. = a contraction of "web log." A web page that serves as a 

publicly accessible personal journal and online forum for an individual or organization. 

4. He gets a lot of ___________ every day. = unwanted messages or email sent to a computer often to 

advertise something or get money. 

5. People often _________ photos on social media. = to have or use something with other people 

6. Students must __________ to access the discussion board. = to enter information so that you can 

use a computer or the Internet. 

 

Warm up: 

Answer the questions below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conditionals  2nd and 3rd. 

 

  

If you had only 24 hours to live, what would you do? 

If you were a famous film star, what crazy things would 

you ask for in your dressing room? 

If you could be a character from a movie, who would 

you be and why? 
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Uses of the Conditional  

 

Second 

conditional 

 

 

a. Nature: unreal (impossible) or improbable situations.  

b. Time: present; the TENSE is past, but we are talking about the present, now. 

E.g. If I knew her name, I would tell you. 

If I were you, I would tell my father. 

If we win this match, we are qualified for the semifinals. 

If I won a million pounds, I would stop teaching. (Improbable)  

Third conditional 

a. Nature: unreal  
b. Time: Past (so we are talking about a situation that was not so in the past.) 
E.g. If you had warned me, I would not have told your father about that party. (But you didn't, and I 
have).  
 
Practice:  
 
Fill in the blanks with either second or third conditional.  

1. You ____________ (notice) my new haircut if you had been more attentive. 

2. If you _____________ (enjoy) modern art, we could visit the new exhibition. 

3. If you had eaten at lunch, you ______________ (not / be) so hungry now. 

4. If there were an ashtray in the house, we _____________ (not / need) to go to the balcony to 

smoke a cigarette. 

5. I would apply for the job if I ____________ (know) how to write an application letter. 

6. If I _____________ (go) to the job interview, I might have got the job. 

7. You would need to find another job if you _____________ (move) to a new town. 

8. I would exercise twice a day if I _____________ (have) more time. 

If I had enough time, I would have 
watched the movie again. 

If I were you, I would post more on 
Facebook 

3rd conditional   2nd conditional  
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9. If the T-shirt _____________ (not / be) so loose, I would wear it. 

10. If the factory ______________ (not / close), many workers wouldn’t be unemployed. 

11. If there hadn’t been for the snow, most European airports ___ (not / close) during Christmas time. 

12. If there wasn’t for the fire, we _______________ (freeze) to death. 

13. I would eat your adorable meatloaf if I _____________ (not / be) a vegetarian. 

14. If you _______________ (teach) me how to dance, I would learn it fast. 

 

Speaking activity. 

Answer the question below in the Oral way. 

If you could have any super power, what would it be? 

What would you do if you could speak English perfectly? 

If you won the lottery, what would you buy? 

If you could change one thing about your past, what would you change? 

If you could travel to an uninhabited planet, would you? 

Where would you like to go if you won a free plane ticket? 

If you could have one futuristic device, what would it be? 

If you could learn one skill, what would it be? 

 

Distributive Determiners are words that give information about the noun in a clause or sentence. 

They may refer to a group or every individual in the group. Examples/words/list of Distributive 

Determiners are- each, every, all, both, half, either and neither. 

Use of ‘all’ as Distributive Determiner 

‘All’ refers to every member of the group collectively. All may refer to the uncountable nouns or plural 
countable nouns.  For Ex consider the following sentences- 

 All milk was spoiled. 
 All men need money. 
 All cats love milk. 
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Sometimes while referring to the plural nouns ‘all’ can be followed by ‘the’ or ‘of the’. For Ex- 

 All the children were playing. 
 All of the men were in a hurry. 
 All of you have to pay for it. 

With plural uncountable nouns- 

 I need all of the sugar. 
 Who drank all of the juice? 
 You need all of you courage! 

 

Use of ‘both’, ‘either’ and ‘neither’ as Distributive Determiners 

‘Both’, ‘either’ and ‘neither’ are used to refer to a pair of person, place or thing. ‘Both’ collectively 
refers to the whole pair, ‘either’ on the other hand refers to any one member from the pair and 
neither negates the pair. Go through the following sentences- 

 Both my cars are black. 
 Both of my cars are black. 
 Both boys went to Seattle. 
 Both the boys went to Seattle. 
 Both of the boys went to Seattle. 

All the above sentences are grammatically correct. 

Either is used to refer to any one member of the pair and is stresses equivalence on both of the 
members. For Ex- 

 Either of the books was worth keeping. 
 I would love to dine at either of the hotels. 
 Either man was courteous. 
 Either dog was barking. 
 He can come either in evening or early morning. 

‘Neither’ negates the pair and is equivalent to- not the one nor the other. 

 Neither car is working. 
 Neither child came. 
 Neither of the men went on leave. 
 Neither of the dogs barked. 

Either and neither can be used with plural nouns when prefixed with ‘of’- 
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 Either of men was dancing. 
 Neither of the cows gives milk. 

Linking words help you connect the ideas in a sentence. 

 

Examples:  

On the other hand, we could stay at home and watch a video.  

However, this depends on the kind of book.  

Therefore, it is interesting to watch the new movie. 

Linking Words: Adding, Organizing, and Summarizing 

Adding Information and Examples 

for example / for instance 

Use these words to give one example of the idea you are talking about. Both of these expressions can 

go at the beginning or the end of a sentence. 
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 There are a number of problems in this school. For example, many of the classrooms don’t have 

audiovisual equipment. 

 She has a lot of good ideas for our business – opening an online store, for instance. 

Written English: i.e. and e.g 

In written English, we can use i.e. to give further explanation or clarification; it means “that is” or “in 

other words.” 

 Our last marketing campaign failed (i.e. we spent $50,000 and didn’t make many sales). 

We can use e.g. to give examples; it means “for example” 

 I enjoy radical sports (e.g. rock climbing, hang gliding, and windsurfing). 

In formal writing, these expressions always appear inside parentheses. 

namely / such as 

There is a difference between namely and such as. 

Namely is followed by ALL of the examples you referred to, but such as gives only one or some of the 

examples, not all of them. 

 A few of the students – namely Brian, Thomas, and Jack – failed the course. 

 A few of the students, such as Brian, failed the course. 

also / too  

Also can go in the middle of a sentence, whereas too is typically used at the end. 

 We did a lot of sightseeing on our vacation. We also bought a number of souvenirs. 

 We did a lot of sightseeing on our vacation. We bought a number of souvenirs, too. 

as well / as well as 

As well goes at the end of the sentence (similarly to too). 

As well as must be followed by another word. 

 She’s not only extremely successful, she’s beautiful as well. 

 She’s beautiful as well as being extremely successful. 

in addition / moreover / furthermore 

These linking words are usually used at the beginning of a sentence to add another idea or further 

develop the previous point. 

 People who exercise regularly have more energy during the day and sleep better at night. In addition, 

they tend to live longer. 

 Construction on the new subway has been delayed for months due to budget shortfalls. Moreover, 

the workers are threatening to go on strike. 
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 Our sales are expected to rise 30% in the next year. Furthermore, purchase of new equipment will 

help cut manufacturing costs and increase profits. 

Note: These expressions are more formal English. In informal spoken English, we usually use these 

expressions instead: 

 plus 

 what’s more 

 besides 

 

Organizing and Ordering Information 
Firstly / Secondly 

When you are going to make a series of points, you can use firstly and secondly for the first and 

second points. After that, you can use “The third point,” “The fourth point,” etc. or “in addition.” 

Lastly / Finally 

For your final point, you can begin the sentence with lastly or finally. These words show your audience 

that you are almost finished. 

the former / the latter 

You can use these words to refer back to two examples previously mentioned: 

 Our company has two factories: one in Detroit and one in Atlanta. The former is operating at 95% 

capacity and the latter at 65%. 

In this case, “the former” = the factory in Detroit, and “the latter” = the factory in Atlanta. 

Summarizing Information 
Here are some English phrases you can use to give a summary of the information you have already 

said or written. In general, these phrases go at the beginning of the sentence and are followed by a 

comma. 

 In short 

 In summary 

 To summarize 

 In conclusion 

 In a nutshell 

(more informal) 
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Speaking 

1. Warm – up 

Look at the pictures. Which of the media do you usually use to get in contact or to get informed? 

Which of them do you use for entertainment? 

2. Speculating and making a decision 

Talk in pair. Imagine that you and your partner are members of a discussion group and every week 

you meet and talk about an issue. This week the topic is the social media . First, talk to each other 

about the role each of these media plays in young people’s lives. Then decide which one has the 

greatest influence on young people. You can use some of the words and expression in the box. 

 What role d these media play in young people’s lives? 

 Which one has the greatest influence on young people? 

 

 

surf the net 
download ( pictures, music, etc.) 

widely used 
get informed 

…plays a great role in young people’s lives 
because… 
I think the … has the great influence on young 
people because … 
I don’t think many people are interested in … 
because… 
I believe young people spend a lot of time … 
so the … 
 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiVytGM9JviAhVSs6wKHZjoDGEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.cite.co.uk/the-different-types-of-social-media/&psig=AOvVaw0Rgz18w_VjHKrTHK5312nK&ust=1557953737449329
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Reading 

A. Read the text below and answer the questions. 

Social networks 

Business applications 
Social networks connect people at low cost; this can be beneficial for entrepreneurs and small 
businesses looking to expand their contact base. These networks often act as a customer relationship 
management tool for companies selling products and services. Companies can also use social 
networks for advertising in the form of banners and text ads. Since businesses operate globally, social 
networks can make it easier to keep in touch with contacts around the world.  
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Medical applications 
Social networks are beginning to be adopted by healthcare professionals as a means to manage 
institutional knowledge, disseminate peer to peer knowledge and to highlight individual physicians 
and institutions. The advantage of using a dedicated medical social networking site is that all the 
members are screened against the state licensing board list of practitioners. The role of social 
networks is especially of interest to pharmaceutical companies who spend approximately "32 percent 
of their marketing dollars" attempting to influence the opinion leaders of social networks.  
Languages, nationalities and academia 
Various social networking sites have sprung up catering to different languages and countries. The 
popular site Facebook has been cloned for various countries and languages and some specializing in 
connecting students and faculty.  
Social networks for social good 
Several websites are beginning to tap into the power of the social networking model for social good. 
Such models may be highly successful for connecting otherwise fragmented industries and small 
organizations without the resources to reach a broader audience with interested and passionate 
users. Users benefit by interacting with a like-minded community and finding a channel for their 
energy and giving.  
Business model 
Few social networks currently charge money for membership. In part, this may be because social 
networking is a relatively new service, and the value of using them has not been firmly established in 
customers' minds. Companies such as MySpace and Facebook sell online advertising on their site. 
Hence, they are seeking large memberships, and charging for membership would be counter 
productive. Some believe that the deeper information that the sites have on each user will allow 
much better targeted advertising than any other site can currently provide. Sites are also seeking 
other ways to make money, such as by creating an online marketplace or by selling professional 
information and social connections to businesses.  
Privacy issues 
On large social networking services, there have been growing concerns about users giving out too 
much personal information and the threat of sexual predators. Users of these services need to be 
aware of data theft or viruses. However, large services, such as MySpace, often work with law 
enforcement to try to prevent such incidents. In addition, there is a perceived privacy threat in 
relation to placing too much personal information in the hands of large corporations or governmental 
bodies, allowing a profile to be produced on an individual's behavior on which decisions, detrimental 
to an individual, may be taken.  
Investigations 
Social network services are increasingly being used in legal and criminal investigations. Information 
posted on sites such as MySpace and Facebook, has been used by police, probation, and university 
officials to prosecute users of said sites. In some situations, content posted on MySpace has been 
used in court. 
 
1  According to the text, social networks ....... 

a. are being used by businesses for marketing.    

b. are about friendships.   
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c. can damage business reputations.   

d. advertise on business web sites.   

2  Why do advertisers like social nework sites? 

a. Detailed information on each user allows targeted ads.   

b. They are cost-effective to advertise on.   

c. Most users have high disposable income.   

d. They can influence consumer behaviour.   

3  What does the expression 'sprung up' in paragraph 4 mean? 

a. there has been rapid development of social networking sites   

b. the development of social networking is unplanned   

c. everybody is trying to copy Facebook   

d. social networking works in all languages    

4  What does the word 'Few' at the beginning of paragraph 6 mean? 

a. Hardly any   

b. Not any   

c. Some   

d. Only   

5  What should users not do on social networks? 

a. be too free with their personal information   

b. download viruses   

c. contact predators   

d. upload copyrighted music   

6  What does the word 'deeper' in paragraph 6 mean? 

a. more detailed   

b. more spiritual   

c. more profound   

d. more emphatic   

7  Personal information on social network sites ....... 

a. can be used in court   

b. gives a good description of the user's personality   

c. is sold to the government   

d. is translated into many languages   

8  Social networking is great for ...... 

a. groups of people separated over wide areas   

b. academic organizations   
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c. people who write too much information about themselves   
d. the law enforcement agencies  

 

The Folly Around Social Network 
To make sure we are on social networks is to create our numeric identity. No matter if our presence 
is mastered or not, it isn’t the point. We are in an era where being the one who is the most connected 
is the priority. Twitter, Facebook, Google+, Instagram are the basic social networks to be a respected 
internet user, or netizen in a hyper-connected society! To have a window on internet becomes 
essential because the fear of being technologically retarded can hurt and it even has a name “FOMO” 
(Fear Of Missing Out). However, the more we create our web identity, the more we end up with 
different roles that are eventually connected to one another and that socially engage us. 
 
Our “Multiple Egocentrics” on the Web 
The different elements that make up our individual personality (musical taste, physical appearance, 
opinions, buying power…) are finely fragmented according to the social media used. The web 
becomes a kind of giant booth with a specific role to play for each support: 
 
INSTAGRAM: we translate our life in pictures. The effects and “photoshops” are giving a movie style 
to everything we shoot. 
FACEBOOK: popularity is the master-word! We post having an interesting social life but mostly, many 
friends! 
TWITTER: it’s here that we can follow stars or professionals and “pretend” that we are part of that 
“Elite”! 
PINTEREST: we often involuntarily claim our “GREAT TASTE”! 
VIADEO: the goal is to attract head hunters by creating a serious and professional profile. 
 
The gathering of all those information can draw a picture of an individual. The question is : Is this 
portrait faithful to your personality? It’s all a question of perception! But the desire of being seen has 
a price. Though virtual, that e-reputation is real and has an impact on our lives beyond the web. The 
fact is that the stronger our presence on the web is, the more difficult will be the protection of our 
private life and the refusal to communicate, judged! 
 
If the purpose of Facebook is to find friends or long-time-no-see acquaintances, it’s also well-known 
to have created social unrest such as the fact of being “friend on Facebook” but ignoring each other 
on the street. 
 
How to take care of our e-reputation on social networks 
Everything we write on social networks leaves marks and that’s a fact! So here are some SIMPLE rules 
to follow: 
 
-Choose carefully which information will be visible 
-We can stand our ground or give our opinion using “wrapping” vocabulary 
-As in a forum or a blog, try to leave relevant and helpful comments 
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-NEVER react to a mean comment when angry and emotional. Take some time to digest the comment 
before reacting 
-REMEMBER that every word you write will eventually have an impact on your life so separate your 
professional life from your personal life 
-What you write about yourself may have an impact on others so it’s not only your reputation you’re 
exposing but the ones of the others 
-Pay attention to the pictures you’re posting on internet, it can destroy in one click all your credibility 
-Sometimes people are not conscientious, that’s why you must check what is said about you on your 
various social networks. Have an eye on your e-reputation 
-In order to control your numeric identity, scan regularly the requests (typing your name) on the 
search of engines so you can find eventual “bad buzz” about you.  
 
The picture is not all dark, social media are wonderful tools of sharing and development as long as 
you use them with respect and ethics. 
 
 
Answer the following questions 
 

1. What must you be part of to be a perfect netizen? 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. What happens when you have a web identity? 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. What is the web compared to? 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. What should you do in front an insulting post? 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
5. What should you keep an eye on? 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Listening 

A. Listen the audio about Social Networking and complete the text.  

What is ___________________ social networking? I don’t understand it. I know a 
___________________. I spend a long time every day on computers. I also have a lot of friends. But I 
___________________ of social networks. I joined Facebook but couldn’t be bothered to make my 
profile. I can’t ___________________ of this site. Most of what I’ve ___________________ so good. 
Putting too much personal information on this site isn’t a wise idea. I’ve also experimented with 
Twitter, but again, I don’t ___________________ it has. I suppose it’s good to tell the world what’s 
happening in countries that take ___________________. My idea of social networking is meeting 
___________________ face and talking to them. 
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3. The Reviews Are 

 

Parts of an Essay 

 

Essays, like sandwiches or burgers, are divided into different parts. These parts are the: 

 Introduction 

 Body 

 Conclusion 

The Introduction 

The introduction opens the essay. It is a short paragraph – usually about THREE sentences. In an 

argument essay, it usually describes or summarizes both sides of the present situation and says what 

you are going to do in your essay. Read more about Introductions here. 

The Body 

The Body is the main part of the essay. In an argument essay, it is divided into two or three 

paragraphs, giving your opinion and reasons. 

Each paragraph in the body is between FIVE and SEVEN sentences long. Read more about the Body of 

the essay here. 

 

http://writefix.com/?page_id=1715
http://writefix.com/?page_id=1565
http://writefix.com/?page_id=1565
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Conclusion 

The Conclusion is the end of the essay. It is a short paragraph – about THREE sentences. It often has 

the same idea as the Introduction, only in different words. 

Some people think of the essay as a sandwich. The Introduction and Conclusion are the bread, and 

the Body is the filling in the center. If the introduction looks good, people will carry on to the body. 

Hopefully, the conclusion will leave them with a nice taste in their mouth… 

 

The Five Essential Elements of A Story 
A story has five basic but important elements. These five components are: the characters, the setting, 
the plot, the conflict, and the resolution. These essential elements keep the story running smoothly 
and allow the action to develop in a logical way that the reader can follow. 
CHARACTERS 
The characters are the individuals that the story is about. The author should introduce the characters 
in the story with enough information that the reader can visualize each person. This is achieved by 
providing detailed descriptions of a character’s physical attributes and personality traits. Every story 
should have a main character. The main character determines the way the plot will develop and is 
usually who will solve the problem the story centers upon. However, the other characters are also 
very important because they supply additional details, explanations, or actions. All characters should 
stay true to the author’s descriptions throughout the story so that the reader can understand and 
believe the action that is taking place—and perhaps even predict which character may do what next. 
SETTING 
The setting is the location of the action. An author should describe the environment or surroundings 
of the story in such detail that the reader feels that he or she can picture the scene. Unusual settings 
(such as a fantasy world) can be interesting, but everyday settings can help a reader to better visualize 
the story and feel connected to the plot! 
PLOT 
The plot is the actual story around which the entire book is based. A plot should have a very clear 
beginning, middle, and end—with all the necessary descriptions and suspense, called exposition—so 
that the reader can make sense of the action and follow along from start to finish. 
CONFLICT 
Every story has a conflict to solve. The plot is centered on this conflict and the ways in which the 
characters attempt to resolve the problem. When the story’s action becomes most exciting, right 
before the resolution, it is called the climax. 
RESOLUTION 
The solution to the problem is the way the action is resolved. For example, Katie often resolves a 
conflict by finding a compromise for two fighting characters or helping fix any mistakes she made 
while switcherooed into someone else. It is important that the resolution fi t the rest of the story in 
tone and creativity and solve all parts of the conflict 
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Writing  

Students will have to think of a story and can either make one up completely or tell the truth. I have 
prepared a handout to help students generate ideas, but you could easily choose your own ideas or 
restrictions for your class to use to generate stories. 

http://www.cambridge.org/elt/blog/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Mike-Astbury-Handout.pdf?utm_source=wobl&utm_medium=blog&utm_content=woblactivity&utm_campaign=content&utm_class=download
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiQkLu6jJziAhUFQ60KHWmAD1IQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.slideshare.net/bgrangel58/elements-of-literature-parts-of-story-1&psig=AOvVaw0tHZJgb6zDWb--Ya5SE9qG&ust=1557960127963602
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj29ZOMjJziAhUNUKwKHTBzALIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/307863324509806628/&psig=AOvVaw0tHZJgb6zDWb--Ya5SE9qG&ust=1557960127963602
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4. You Should Read This 
Warm – up: Read the poems.  

 

What is…the Sun? 
 
The sun is an orange dinghy 
    sailing across a calm sea. 
 
It is a gold coin 
    dropped down a drain in heaven. 
 
It is a yellow beach ball 
   kicked high in the summer sky. 
 
It is a red thumb-print 
   on a sheet of a pale blue paper. 
 
It is the gold top of a milk bottle  
   floating on a puddle. 
           
      ( by permission of the author), Wes Magee 

 

As 

 

As wet as a fish-as dry as a bone; 

As live as a bird-as dead as a stone; 

As plump as a partridge-as poor as a rat; 

As strong as a horse-as weak as a cat; 

As hard as flint-as soft as a mole; 

As white as a lily-as black as coal; 

As plain as a pike-staff-as rough as a 

bear; 

As tight as a drum-as free as the air; 

As heavy as lead-as light as a feather; 

As steady as time-uncertain as weather. 

 

 

 

1) Underline all the words that are new to you. Look up all the new words in the dictionary and 

make sentence with each. You can include more than one word in one sentence, if you can. 

2) Which of the poems in using metaphors and which using similes? 

3) Are there any verbs present in these poems? Where? 

4) Are the verbs actions that the subjects do or are they describing what the vehicle does? 

5) In the poem “What is ….the sun?” what is the author comparing the sun to? 

6) What is the author comparing between adjectives in the poem “As”? Write them down. What 

is the relationship between them? 

7) Write a simile about someone you know. (Make it funny, yet respectful) 

 

 

 

 



 

81 
 

CHAPTER 3 
Scenario: A World of Differences  Themes:  

1. These Are My People  
2. Cultures, Subcultures and Cliques  
3. Cultural Norms and Cultural Storms  
4. I Am Not My Hair*  
 

 

 
Linguistic Competences  

Oral Written Comprehension    

L.1. understand many television, radio, and web-based broadcasts/ announcements dealing with 
subjects of interest if the people talk clearly.  
L.2. follow the main idea of audio text if the topic is familiar and the text can be replayed.  
R.1. read textbook explanations and examples with aid of word list and/or dictionary support.  
R.2. manipulate English language sounds using knowledge in phonics, syllabification and word parts.  
R.3. understand many subject specific words when encountered in text (e.g., diversity, culture, 
cultural norms, stereotypes) support reading comprehension by key words, diagrams and illustrations.  

 

 Oral and Written Production   

SI.1. repeat what has been said and convey this information to another person.  

SI.2. express opinions about cultural identity and cultural diversity. 

SP.1. express opinions on familiar subjects and ask for others’ opinions.  
SP.2. derive interviews from others, if the questions have been prepared beforehand. Sometimes, can 
pose a further question without having to pause very long to formulate the question.  
SP.3. explain and justify, briefly points of view, assumptions and plans.  
W.1 express what has been learned, how it has been learned, and learning goals for the future related 
to cultural diversity.  
W.2 write a simple, short descriptive narrative paragraph of personal experiences on cultural 
diversity, without using an aid such as a dictionary, and check it to look for mistakes (subject-verb 
agreement, pronoun and article agreement, capitalization, using commas, sentence sense, word 
order, text structure, concrete ideas, spelling and basic punctuation, etc.).  
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1. These Are My People  
 
Warm – up:  What do you know about …. Discuss the following questions with your teacher.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General Knowledge. Read the information below.  

Indigenous peoples of Costa Rica. Indigenous people of Costa Rica, or Native Costa Ricans, are the people 
who lived in what is now Costa Rica prior to European and African contact and the descendants of those 
peoples. About 114,000 indigenous people live in the country, comprising 2.4% of the total population. 

The first natives in Costa Rica were hunters, and gatherers, and Costa Rica served as an intermediate region 
between Mesoamerican and Andean native cultures. In 1502, Christopher Columbus made landfall in Costa 
Rica. Soon after, his forces overcame the indigenous people. 

Costa Rica's 24 indigenous territories account for some 6.7% of the national territory, and eight different 
peoples live in them. Seven of these indigenous peoples are of Chibchense origin, that is the Huetar, the 
Maleku, the Bribri, the Cabécar, the Brunca, the Ngöbe, and the Teribe. 

Costa Rica has four small minority groups: Mulattos, Blacks, Amerindians and Asians. About 8% of the 
population is of Black African descent or Mulatto (mix of European and black) who are called Afro-Costa Ricans, 
English-speaking descendants of 19th century black Jamaican immigrant workers. 

 

Are there 
indigenous people in 

Costa Rica?

Who were the first 
people in Costa 

Rica?

What indigenous 
groups live in Costa 

Rica?

What race is Costa 
Rica?
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Reading  
During Reading: Match the vocabulary during reading from context of the article. 
 

Depicting  
2. Traits  
3. Quetzal  
4. Warrior  
5. Medallion  
6. Extensive  
7. Ritual  
8. Wrath  
9. Tribute  
10. Wise  

a. magical bird 
b. traditional ceremony 
c. extreme anger 
d. an offering of respect 
e. qualities of someone/something 
f. a skilled fighter 
g. intelligent, smart 
i. piece of jewelry 
j. having a wide range 

Wild myths: Costa Rican animal legends, Spirit Animals  
Though many of the Boruca traditions have been lost over time, every year since the Spanish 
conquest, the Boruca have put on the Juego de los Diablitos (Little Devils’ Game), where the 
performers often dress in animal masks. Usually depicting strong animals, like the jaguar, or wise 
animals, like an owl or parrot, the masks represent the inner traits of the wearer. Both Boruca and 
Bribrí legends also include the belief that certain animals on earth carry the spirit of gods. In Boruca 
legends, quetzals (Pharomachrus mocinno) carry the spirit of the great warrior Satú. According to the 
legend, Satú was born to a great chief; on the day of his birth, a quetzal came down to the village to 
sing. As a tribute, the villagers made Satú a medallion shaped like a quetzal that would protect him. 
Satú was never hurt in battle while he wore the medallion; in battle, quetzals protect the Boruca. One 
day while Satú was unprotected, his uncle killed him in the forest, but a quetzal flew down and sat 
over Satú’s body. Later, it flew away to live in the mountains where it stayed forever, carrying Satú’s 
spirit. The Bribrí people believe that all the world’s tapirs (Tapirus bairdii) are spirits of a tapir god, the 
sister of Sibú. Legend has it that Sibú planned to marry off his sister in exchange for a wife of his own, 
but because she can tell the future, Tapir could see her brother’s intentions and could also see that if 
she married, it would end unhappily. Tapir refused to get married, so her brother sent some of her 
spirit to earth for the Bribrí to hunt. Because of their beliefs, Bribrís have extensive ceremonies 
surrounding tapir hunting. Any violations of the ritual will have the result of the wrath of the Tapir 
god. 

By Lindsay Fendt 
 
 

True/False Questions: write T or F in the space provided 
1. Ceremonies and dances for Boruca often include costumes as animals.______ 
2. The Boruca believed that the quetzal was a bird that had special 
qualities._______ 
3. The Boruca legend is that Satu died because he did not respect the 
quetzal.______ 
4. The Bribri do not have any prohibitions in their culture for hunting the 
Tapir.______ 
5. Boruca ceremonies often depict animals that are powerful.______ 
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Costa Rica - Land of rain forests, of amazing wild life, and symbol of success in the third world. Behind the mask 
of a perfect honey moon destination, hides an entire community of indigenous people, ignored by the rest of 
the population. More than 63,000 indigenous (1.7% of the country’s population), lack representation and suffer 
from discrimination in the land inhabited by their ancestors long before the Spaniards arrived.  

  The increasing loss of territories is the major problem faced by indigenous peoples and it is the source of 
other difficulties such as the creation of educational systems and political ideologies. Eventually, everything 
about their cultural identity is affected by changes of culture, economy and politics. Traditional practices 
continue to be deplored, even persecuted, as is the case for traditional medicine, indigenous religious beliefs 
and social customs.  

   

In this land rich of forest, volcanoes and white sand beaches, still live eight different ethnic groups, on both 
sides of the Atlantic and the Pacific. The indigenous people of Costa Rica are the Gutatuao/Maleku, Chorotega,  
Huetare/Quitirrisi,  Cabecare, Bribri,  Terraba,  Guaymie, and Boruca.  The government implemented 24 
reserves, with communities very different from each other, culturally and linguistically. The indigenous people 
of Costa Rica are the descendants of the Mayans and the Indians from the Amazonian forests. In the reserves, 
Indians live as they have for centuries, in isolated little groups, hunting and working on their land, making 
handicrafts.  

  It is the Boruca, that are my closest indigenous group living near us in the southern Pacific zone of 
Costa Rica. Boruca is built on faith in the wisdom of elders and the Boruca legends they tell, passed 
down for centuries.  The identity of Boruca reflects a deep respect for the stories told, the nature that 
surrounds them, and the community they share.  
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 The Boruca p eople are  very proud to have survived the struggles  between the 
nat ive t r ibes and Spanish conquistadors  in  the 1500s with their  v i l lage and sense 
of  ident ity  intact .  Whi le  many indigenous t r ibes consider  themselves  to have been 
defeated by the Spanish,  Bor uca demonstrates  that  a  t r ibe cannot be defeated if  
i t s  cu lture  is  st i l l  a l ive  today.  Boruca is  very much a l ive  and f ight ing to preserve 
their  identi ty.   

  Life in 14th Century Paradise...not for the Chorotegans!  

Costa Rica a paradise - so the indigenous thought - until the Spanish conquest in 1490-1520 AD. The 
new world expeditions were usually characterized by violent nature and disrespect for the native 
people. The inevitable end came with "Colonialism and Christianity ".  Until then, 8 indigenous groups 
(Brunca/Boruca, Chorotega, Huetar/Quitirrisi, Cabecar, BriBri, Teribe, Maleku, and Guaymi/Ngobe) 
were living in peace. With the coming of the Conquistadors the Indians had to either fight or flee 
inland to more remote areas, often burning their own villages and crops behind them.  At this time 
the Chorotegans (descendants to the Mayans), who lived in the Nicoya peninsula were the largest and 
most technologically advanced tribe.  Unlike the Borucans who literally scared away their invaders 
garbed in only scary devilish looking masks, the Chorotegans fought as an organized military group, 
wearing only padded cotton armor. They only had bow and arrow and wooden swords to fight against 
more sophisticated weapons. Because of the geographics of the peninsula, the Chorotegans were 
trapped and thus conquered.  

 The Spaniards killed the Chorotegans for speaking their mother tongue, enslaved them either into 
slave trade with Panama and Peru, or made them domestic servants. They changed their housing to 
adobe longhouses and tried to convert them to Christians.  The Spanish also brought many diseases 
such as small pox, causing the indigenous population to decline rapidly.   

The area of the Chorotegans now centers near Guaitil (Santa Cruz) in Guanacaste. The soil is mostly of 
clay which was used to make the bricks for the new longhouses.  Today, the Chorotegans produce 
beautifully handcrafted pottery and cookware that are sold to the commercial and touristic markets 
as well as honey from their beekeeping 

 

 

The Northern Indigenous of Costa Rica…  

  Boruca is the only Costa Rican indigenous, (of 8 tribes representing 1.7% of the total country’s 
population), that were not conquered by the Spanish Conquistadors.  Wearing devilish looking masks, 
they scared the Spaniards away!  Not as defensive were the other Indians. Of the Northern Costa Rica 
tribes, the Maleku are the smallest and most endangered group, numbering 700 people and living on 
less than 2 square miles of land north of Volcano Arenal.  Before the conquistadors they possessed 
2,500 square miles, after colonialism 400 square miles. The government act of 1977 implemented 24 
indigenous reserves. The Maleku received only 11.5 square miles of which over 60% is inhabited by 
non-natives! Having lost the majority of their land, the traditional methods of subsistence of hunting 
and farming was impossible. The main meat of their diet is Iguana!  
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 Their native tongue is struggling to survive as well.  Their houses, no longer the traditional wood and 
thatch where they once buried their dead inside with them, are now cement houses.  Their economy 
is based on tourism; buying their crudely carved masks, painted balsa bowls, some ceramics, bow and 
arrows, and musical instruments. They also give tours teaching about their natural medicines found in 
the wild.  

 The other northern Costa Rican natives are the Huetar (Quitirrisi), numbering approximately 2000, 
living on their reserves found just west of San Jose in the area of Cuidad Colon and Puriscal. They have 
somewhat lost all of their culture, along with their mother tongue.  Their land is relatively infertile, 
corn being their main crop. They still do practice the tradition of "Fiesta del Maiz".  The early natives 
were very wise and had infinity of the use of medicinal plants, which they still do today.  

 The Huetar’s crafts are baskets, stray hats, woven floor mats colored with natural dyes, and some 
ceramics.  You can find a few roadside stands selling these products.  However, the main income is 
generated by workers finding employment in nearby San Jose. 

 

Grammar explanation 

Phrasal verbs 

A phrasal verb is a verb that is made up of a main verb together with an adverb or a preposition, or 

both. Typically, their meaning is not obvious from the meanings of the individual words themselves.  

For example: 

 When I hang out with people like me, we often talk down to people not like us.  

 We don’t put up with bullying.   

 I speak up when I hear someone putting another person down. 

 
hang out: to spend a lot of time in a place. 

The local kids hang out at the mall. 

talk down to: If you talk down to someone, you speak to them as if they are inferior to you or less 
important than you. 

 

 

 

More Vocabulary:  

Have you ever heard someone say Irish people are all drunks, or African-American people are always late, 

or women are bad drivers? Those are stereotypes: commonly held ideas about specific groups. You most 

often hear about negative stereotypes, but some are positive.  

https://www.lexico.com/en/explore/adverbs
https://www.lexico.com/en/explore/prepositions
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Did You Know?  
Stereotypes are often considered to be negative perceptions of certain groups but in reality, 
stereotypes can also be positive. An example of this is the myth of the "model minority" that has 
attached itself broadly to people of Asian descent. 
 
 
 

Some types of stereotypes include: 
Gender, Race, Age, Ethnicity, Religion, Sexual orientation, Body type, Dress, Income, 

Career- job, country of origin, city of origin. 

 

 
Vocabulary:  

 

 

 

   assumption  
 

Definition: An idea that is taken for granted but not necessarily proven. 
Context: Non-Asians often make the assumption that Asians are smart. 
 
 
 
 

http://fortune.com/2018/06/04/asian-americans-model-minority-asian-glass-ceiling/
http://school.discoveryeducation.com/lessonplans/vocab/stereotypes/assumption.aiff
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   bias  
 

Definition: Attitudes or behaviors based on stereotypes of people. 
Context: When we omit people of color in our history lessons, we display a bias that suggests that 
their contributions are not important. 
 

 

   ethnicity  
 

Definition: A categorization of people according to shared culture, language, or geographic region. 
Context: The terms "Italian" and "Irish" describe two distinct ethnic groups. 
 

 

   race  
 

Definition: A categorization of people based on shared biological traits such as skin color, hair 
texture, and eye shape. 
Context: One function of the U.S. Census is to count the citizens by race, which is categorized as 
Black, White, Latino, or Native American. 
 

 

   stereotype  
 

Definition: A generalized picture of a person, created without taking the whole person into account; 
to make such a generalization. 
Context: When we stereotype a group of people, we depict all of the individuals within that group 
as having the same characteristics. 

 
 

Conversation Questions: 
 
Personal Opinion: Answer the questions below with our teachers help. 
 
 What are some stereotypes?  

 How is your country stereotyped?  

 Do you stereotype people?  

 Does stereotyping help you in some way?  

 Why do you think people stereotype?  

 How can stereotypes be damaging?  

 Do you think that it is a good idea to stereotype people?  

 How are various nationalities stereotyped?  

 How can being stereotyped hurt your job opportunities?  

http://school.discoveryeducation.com/lessonplans/vocab/stereotypes/bias.aiff
http://school.discoveryeducation.com/lessonplans/vocab/stereotypes/ethnicity.aiff
http://school.discoveryeducation.com/lessonplans/vocab/stereotypes/race.aiff
http://school.discoveryeducation.com/lessonplans/vocab/stereotypes/stereotype.aiff
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 What is the difference between stereotypes and prejudices?  

 Are stereotypes offensive? 

 Funny? 

 Realistic?  

 

 

Discussion Questions  

 

Work in pairs answering the questions. 
 
1.  What are stereotypes and how do they affect people's lives? 

2.  Can you think of any events in history that were influenced by stereotypes and biases? 

3.  How do people learn to make stereotypes? How might they unlearn them? 

4.  How can the media (newspapers, television, movies) help to reduce stereotyping? 

5.  Do you think certain groups are more subject to stereotyping than others? If so, why? 

6.  What do you think an individual can do to help reduce bias and stereotyping? 
 

 
 

2. Cultures, Subcultures and Cliques  

 
Warm – Up :  
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 

In each pair, one type of entertainment is considered high-brow and the other low-brow. Sociologists 
use the term high culture to describe the pattern of cultural experiences and attitudes that exist in 
the highest class segments of a society. People often associate high culture with intellectualism, 
political power, and prestige. In America, high culture also tends to be associated with wealth. Events 
considered high culture can be expensive and formal—attending a ballet, seeing a play, or listening to 
a live symphony performance. 
 
The term popular culture refers to the pattern of cultural experiences and attitudes that exist in 
mainstream society. Popular culture events might include a parade, a baseball game, or the season 

 
Do you prefer listening to opera or hip hop music? 

Do you like watching horse racing or NASCAR? 
Do you read books of poetry or celebrity magazines? 
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finale of a television show. Rock and pop music—“pop” is short for “popular”—are part of popular 
culture. Popular culture is often expressed and spread via commercial media such as radio, television, 
movies, the music industry, publishers, and corporate-run websites. Unlike high culture, popular 
culture is known and accessible to most people. You can share a discussion of favorite football teams 
with a new coworker or comment on American Idol when making small talk in line at the grocery 
store. But if you tried to launch into a deep discussion on the classical Greek play Antigone, few 
members of U.S. society today would be familiar with it. 
Although high culture may be viewed as superior to popular culture, the labels of high culture and 
popular culture vary over time and place. Shakespearean plays, considered pop culture when they 
were written, are now part of our society’s high culture. Five hundred years from now, will our 
descendants associate Breaking Bad with the cultural elite? 
 
Subculture and Counterculture  
 
A subculture is just what it sounds like—a smaller cultural group within a larger culture; people of a 
subculture are part of the larger culture but also share a specific identity within a smaller group. 
Thousands of subcultures exist within the United States. Ethnic and racial groups share the language, 
food, and customs of their heritage. Other subcultures are united by shared experiences. Biker 
culture revolves around a dedication to motorcycles. Some subcultures are formed by members who 
possess traits or preferences that differ from the majority of a society’s population. The body 
modification community embraces aesthetic additions to the human body, such as tattoos, piercings, 
and certain forms of plastic surgery. In the United States, adolescents often form subcultures to 
develop a shared youth identity.  
Sociologists distinguish subcultures from countercultures, which are a type of subculture that rejects 
some of the larger culture’s norms and values. In contrast to subcultures, which operate relatively 
smoothly within the larger society, countercultures might actively defy larger society by developing 
their own set of rules and norms to live by, sometimes even creating communities that operate 
outside of greater society. 
Cults, a word derived from culture, are also considered counterculture group. The group “Yearning for 
Zion” (YFZ) in Eldorado, Texas, existed outside the mainstream and the limelight, until its leader was 
accused of statutory rape and underage marriage. The sect’s formal norms clashed too severely to be 
tolerated by U.S. law, and in 2008, authorities raided the compound and removed more than two 
hundred women and children from the property. 
 

THE EVOLUTION OF AMERICAN HIPSTER SUBCULTURE 

Skinny jeans, chunky glasses, and T-shirts with vintage logos—the American hipster is a 
recognizable figure in the modern United States. Based predominately in metropolitan 
areas, sometimes clustered around hotspots such as the Williamsburg neighborhood in 
New York City, hipsters define themselves through a rejection of the mainstream. As a 
subculture, hipsters spurn many of the values and beliefs of U.S. culture and prefer 
vintage clothing to fashion and a bohemian lifestyle to one of wealth and power. While 
hipster culture may seem to be the new trend among young, middle-class youth, the 
history of the group stretches back to the early decades of the 1900s. 

Where did the hipster culture begin? In the early 1940s, jazz music was on the rise in the 



 

91 
 

United States. Musicians were known as “hepcats” and had a smooth, relaxed quality 
that went against upright, mainstream life. Those who were “hep” or “hip” lived by the 
code of jazz, while those who were “square” lived according to society’s rules. The idea of 
a “hipster” was born. 

The hipster movement spread, and young people, drawn to the music and fashion, took 
on attitudes and language derived from the culture of jazz. Unlike the vernacular of the 
day, hipster slang was purposefully ambiguous. When hipsters said, “It’s cool, man,” they 
meant not that everything was good, but that it was the way it was. 

By the 1950s, the jazz culture was winding down and many traits of hepcat culture were 
becoming mainstream. A new subculture was on the rise. The “Beat Generation,” a title 
coined by writer Jack Kerouac, were anticonformist and antimaterialistic. They were 
writers who listened to jazz and embraced radical politics. They bummed around, 
hitchhiked the country, and lived in squalor. 

The lifestyle spread. College students, clutching copies of Kerouac’s On the Road, dressed 
in berets, black turtlenecks, and black-rimmed glasses. Women wore black leotards and 
grew their hair long. Herb Caen, a San Francisco journalist, used the suffix from Sputnik 1, 
the Russian satellite that orbited Earth in 1957, to dub the movement’s followers 
“Beatniks.” 
As the Beat Generation faded, a new, related movement began. It too focused on 
breaking social boundaries, but it also advocated freedom of expression, philosophy, and 
love. It took its name from the generations before; in fact, some theorists claim that 
Beats themselves coined the term to describe their children. Over time, the “little 
hipsters” of the 1970s became known simply as “hippies.” 

Today’s generation of hipsters rose out of the hippie movement in the same way that 
hippies rose from Beats and Beats from hepcats. Although contemporary hipsters may 
not seem to have much in common with 1940s hipsters, the emulation of nonconformity 
is still there. In 2010, sociologist Mark Greif set about investigating the hipster subculture 
of the United States and found that much of what tied the group members together was 
not based on fashion, musical taste, or even a specific point of contention with the 
mainstream. “All hipsters play at being the inventors or first adopters of novelties,” Greif 
wrote. “Pride comes from knowing, and deciding, what’s cool in advance of the rest of 
the world. Yet the habits of hatred and accusation are endemic to hipsters because they 
feel the weakness of everyone’s position—including their own” (Greif 2010). Much as the 
hepcats of the jazz era opposed common culture with carefully crafted appearances of 
coolness and relaxation, modern hipsters reject mainstream values with a purposeful 
apathy. 

Young people are often drawn to oppose mainstream conventions, even if in the same 
way that others do. Ironic, cool to the point of noncaring, and intellectual, hipsters 
continue to embody a subculture, while simultaneously impacting mainstream culture. 
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Cultural Change 

As the hipster example illustrates, culture is always evolving. Moreover, new things are added to 
material culture every day, and they affect nonmaterial culture as well. Cultures change when 
something new (say, railroads or smartphones) opens up new ways of living and when new ideas 
enter a culture (say, as a result of travel or globalization). 

Innovation: Discovery and Invention 

An innovation refers to an object or concept’s initial appearance in society—it’s innovative because it 
is markedly new. There are two ways to come across an innovative object or idea: discover it or invent 
it. Discoveries make known previously unknown but existing aspects of reality. In 1610, when Galileo 
looked through his telescope and discovered Saturn, the planet was already there, but until then, no 
one had known about it. When Christopher Columbus encountered America, the land was, of course, 
already well known to its inhabitants. However, Columbus’s discovery was new knowledge for 
Europeans, and it opened the way to changes in European culture, as well as to the cultures of the 
discovered lands. For example, new foods such as potatoes and tomatoes transformed the European 
diet, and horses brought from Europe changed hunting practices of Native American tribes of the 
Great Plains. 

Inventions result when something new is formed from existing objects or concepts—when things are 
put together in an entirely new manner. In the late 1800s and early 1900s, electric appliances were 
invented at an astonishing pace. Cars, airplanes, vacuum cleaners, lamps, radios, telephones, and 
televisions were all new inventions. Inventions may shape a culture when people use them in place of 
older ways of carrying out activities and relating to others, or as a way to carry out new kinds of 
activities. Their adoption reflects (and may shape) cultural values, and their use may require new 
norms for new situations. 

Consider the introduction of modern communication technology, such as mobile phones and 
smartphones. As more and more people began carrying these devices, phone conversations no longer 
were restricted to homes, offices, and phone booths. People on trains, in restaurants, and in other 
public places became annoyed by listening to one-sided conversations. Norms were needed for cell 
phone use. Some people pushed for the idea that those who are out in the world should pay attention 
to their companions and surroundings. However, technology enabled a workaround: texting, which 
enables quiet communication and has surpassed phoning as the chief way to meet today’s highly 
valued ability to stay in touch anywhere, everywhere. 

When the pace of innovation increases, it can lead to generation gaps. Technological gadgets that 
catch on quickly with one generation are sometimes dismissed by a skeptical older generation. A 
culture’s objects and ideas can cause not just generational but cultural gaps. Material culture tends to 
diffuse more quickly than nonmaterial culture; technology can spread through society in a matter of 
months, but it can take generations for the ideas and beliefs of society to change. Sociologist William 
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F. Ogburn coined the term culture lag to refer to this time that elapses between the introduction of a 
new item of material culture and its acceptance as part of nonmaterial culture (Ogburn 1957). 

Culture lag can also cause tangible problems. The infrastructure of the United States, built a hundred 
years ago or more, is having trouble supporting today’s more heavily populated and fast-paced life. 
Yet there is a lag in conceptualizing solutions to infrastructure problems. Rising fuel prices, increased 
air pollution, and traffic jams are all symptoms of culture lag. Although people are becoming aware of 
the consequences of overusing resources, the means to support changes takes time to achieve. 

  

Diffusion and Globalization 

The integration of world markets and technological advances of the last decades have allowed for 
greater exchange between cultures through the processes of globalization and diffusion. Beginning in 
the 1980s, Western governments began to deregulate social services while granting greater liberties 
to private businesses. As a result, world markets became dominated by multinational companies in 
the 1980s, a new state of affairs at that time. We have since come to refer to this integration of 
international trade and finance markets as globalization. Increased communications and air travel 
have further opened doors for international business relations, facilitating the flow not only of goods 
but also of information and people as well (Scheuerman 2014 (revised)). Today, many U.S. companies 
set up offices in other nations where the costs of resources and labor are cheaper. When a person in 
the United States calls to get information about banking, insurance, or computer services, the person 
taking that call may be working in another country. 

Alongside the process of globalization is diffusion, or the spread of material and nonmaterial culture. 
While globalization refers to the integration of markets, diffusion relates to a similar process in the 
integration of international cultures. Middle-class Americans can fly overseas and return with a new 
appreciation of Thai noodles or Italian gelato. Access to television and the Internet has brought the 
lifestyles and values portrayed in U.S. sitcoms into homes around the globe. Twitter feeds from public 
demonstrations in one nation have encouraged political protesters in other countries. When this kind 
of diffusion occurs, material objects and ideas from one culture are introduced into another. 

Vocabulary:  
countercultures 
groups that reject and oppose society’s widely accepted cultural patterns 
culture lag 
the gap of time between the introduction of material culture and nonmaterial culture’s acceptance of it 
diffusion 
the spread of material and nonmaterial culture from one culture to another 
discoveries 
things and ideas found from what already exists 
globalization 
the integration of international trade and finance markets 
high culture 
the cultural patterns of a society’s elite 
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innovations 
new objects or ideas introduced to culture for the first time 
inventions 
a combination of pieces of existing reality into new forms 
 
popular culture 
mainstream, widespread patterns among a society’s population 
subcultures 
groups that share a specific identification, apart from a society’s majority, even as the members exist within a 
larger society 

 

Reading Comprehension. 

A. According to the article answer the questions below.  

The Ku Klux Klan is an example of what part of culture? 

Counterculture 

Subculture 

Multiculturalism 

Afrocentricity 

Modern-day hipsters are an example of: 

ethnocentricity 

counterculture 

subculture 

high culture 

Your eighty-three-year-old grandmother has been using a computer for some time now. As a way to 
keep in touch, you frequently send emails of a few lines to let her know about your day. She calls after 
every email to respond point by point, but she has never emailed a response back. This can be viewed 
as an example of: 

cultural lag 

innovation 

ethnocentricity 

xenophobia 
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Some jobs today advertise in multinational markets and permit telecommuting in lieu of working from 
a primary location. This broadening of the job market and the way that jobs are performed can be 
attributed to: 

cultural lag 

innovation 

discovery 

globalization 

 

The major difference between invention and discovery is: 

Invention is based on technology, whereas discovery is usually based on culture 

Discovery involves finding something that already exists, but invention puts things together in a 

new way 

Invention refers to material culture, whereas discovery can be material or theoretic, like laws of 

physics 

Invention is typically used to refer to international objects, whereas discovery refers to that which 

is local to one’s culture 

 

That McDonald’s is found in almost every country around the world is an example of: 

globalization 

diffusion 

culture lag 

xenocentrism 

An example of high culture is ___________, whereas an example of popular culture would be 
____________. 

Dostoevsky style in film; “American Idol” winners 

medical marijuana; film noir 

country music; pop music 

political theory; sociological theory 
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Speaking Activity: 

After the reading, answer the questions. Discuss your opinions with your classmates and teacher. 

Consider some of the specific issues or concerns of your generation. Are any ideas countercultural? 
What subcultures have emerged from your generation? How have the issues of your generation 
expressed themselves culturally? How has your generation made its mark on society’s collective 
culture? 

What are some examples of cultural lag that are present in your life? Do you think technology affects 
culture positively or negatively? Explain. 

 

 

 

Useful Vocabulary: 

Jocks: a jock is a stereotype of an athlete, 
or someone who is primarily interested in 
sports and sports culture, and does not 
take much interest in intellectual culture 

Geek: a person often of an intellectual 

bent who is disliked  

An enthusiast or expert especially in a 

technological field or activity computer 

geek 
 

Nerds are smart, people who lack much of 
a social life. They often have very few 
friends. Nerds don't talk much, and don't 
expect others to talk much to them. They 
are usually nice people, but don't have the 
social skills to go out and meet new friends. 

Stoners: A person that smokes Pot or does 
other types of drugs. 

Cliques:  A group of individuals who 
interact with one another and share similar 
interests.[1] Interacting with cliques is part 
of normative social development regardless 
of gender, ethnicity or popularity. Although 
cliques are most commonly studied during 
adolescence and middle childhood 
development, they exist in all age groups. 
They are often bound together by shared 
social characteristics such as ethnicity and 
socioeconomic status. Examples: tomboys, 
cheerleaders, mean girls, foreigners, 
gamers, hipsters, hippies, troublemakers, 
peacemakers, class clowns, "cool kids", arty 

Values: Beliefs of a person or social group 
in which they have an emotional 
investment (either for or against 
something).  
"He has very conservatives values" 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stereotype
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intellectual
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clique#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adolescence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethnicity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Socioeconomic_status
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intellectuals, gangsters, wangsters, "ghetto 
kids", stoners/slackers, girly girls, 
scenesters, scene kids, punks, 

Attitudes: A mental and emotional entity 
that inheres in, or characterizes a person 

Behavior: The way in which one acts or 
conducts oneself, especially toward others. 

Background: Your background is the kind of 
family you come from and the kind of 
education you have had. It can also refer to 
such things as your social and racial origins, 
your financial status, or the type of work 
experience that you have. 

Interests  

Skills: A type of work or activity which requires 
special training and knowledge.  

Most of us will know someone who is 
always learning new skills or studying new 
fields. 
Skill is the knowledge and ability that 
enables you to do something well.  
The cut of a diamond depends on the skill 
of its craftsman.  
 

Exclusive: Exclusive means with limited 
access. 

Separate: If one thing is separate from 
another, there is a barrier, space, or 
division between them, so that they are 
clearly two things. 

Stereotypes: generalized perception of first 
impressions. Stereotypes, therefore, can 
instigate prejudice and false assumptions 
about entire groups of people, including 
the members of different ethnic groups, 
social classes, religious orders, the opposite 
sex, etc. A stereotype can be a 
conventional and oversimplified 
conception, opinion, or image, based on 
the assumption that there are attributes 
that members of the "other group" have in 
common. 

Reputation: The opinion that people in 

general have about someone or something, 

or how much respect or admiration 

someone or something receives, based on 

past behaviour or character:  

She has the reputation of being a good 

doctor. 

 

Peers: a person who is the same age or has 

the same social position or the same 

abilities as other people in a group:  

Do you think it's true that teenage girls are 

less self-confident than their male peers? 

 

 

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/kind
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/come
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/also
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/refer
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/racial
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/origin
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/financial
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/status
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/knowledge
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/enable
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/well
https://grammar.collinsdictionary.com/grammar-pattern/n-of-n_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/space
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/division
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/clearly
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/opinion
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/people
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/general
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/respect
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/admiration
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/receive
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/based
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/behaviour
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/character
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/doctor
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/person
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/age
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/social
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/position
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/ability
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/people
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/group
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/think
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/true
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/teenager
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/girl
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/self-confident
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/their
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/male
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Grammar Reference  

Intensifiers Too - Enough 

Too 

To indicate degree, it’s too + adjective: 

This restaurant’s too crowded. Let’s go 
somewhere else. 

Or too + adverb: 

You’re walking too fast! Slow down! 

To talk about an amount or number of 
something which is more than what we 
want or need, it’s too much or too many + 
noun. Use too much before uncountable 
nouns and too many before countable 
nouns. 

Jocks spend too much time in the gym. 

You can also use too much on its own after 
a verb. 

Geeks chats too much. 

Take note: too with negative 

If we say a sentence with too in the 
negative form, then we mean it isn’t a 
problem. The form is not + too + adjective. 

It’s not too late to buy tickets for the final. 
There are still some on sale. 

 

Enough 

We use enough to express that something 
is or isn’t the right degree or amount. We 
put it after an adjective or verb. 

It’s adjective + enough in positive 
sentences and questions or not + adjective 
+ enough in negative sentences. 

Is it warm enough for you in here? 

He doesn’t sleep enough. That’s why he’s 
always tired. 

We put enough before a noun. 

It’s enough + noun in positive sentences 
and questions or not + enough + noun in 
negative sentences. 

Do we have enough money to go abroad 
this year? 

I have heard enough racist comments  

There aren’t enough knives and forks for 
all the guests. 

Sentences with enough are sometimes 
followed by to + verb infinitive. 

She’s definitely smart enough to become 
director. 

There aren’t enough players to make a 
team.  
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Practice: A. Make your own sentences with the vocabulary below. Use the intensifiers Too – Enough 

in each sentence.  

1. Nerds – computers ___________________________________________. 

2. Pretty girls – looking in the mirror 

___________________________________________________________. 

3. Stoners – inhaling ____________________________________________. 

4. Shy kids – alone _____________________________________________. 

 

 

Grammar Reference  

Warm – up  

Read the sentences below then underline the modal and finally explain the use of each modal.  

 Cliques are small exclusive groups of people that might choose to separate themselves from 

others. 

 Stereotypes may be positive or negative. 

 Subculture is a group having traits they have to follow that are different from others within 

the same culture. 

May and Might 

1. To express (future) possibility 
There is a chance that something is true or that there is a possibility of something happening. 

Note: Might is used more frequently than May in spoken English. 

 It might rain later (= it is possible that it will rain) 

 I might go to the movies tonight. (Though I'm not sure) 

 I wouldn't talk to Tim right now. He may still be angry after his team lost. 

 He's very good, in fact, I think he may win the competition. 

 She might be late because of the public transport strike. 
2. To give permission 

 You may leave the table once you have finished your meal. 

 You may take only one brochure. 

 If you have finished the exam, you may leave the room. 
May not can be used to NOT give permission or to prohibit someone from doing something. 
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 You may not park your car in front of the gate. 

 You may not take more than one brochure. 
4. May: to talk about typical occurrences 
May is used in academic (or scientific) language to refer to things that typically happen in certain 
situations. 

 Drivers may feel tired if they do not take a break every 2 hours. 

 Adults may find it difficult to sleep if they use technology before going to bed. 

 These tablets may produce serious side effects if not taken in the correct dosage. 
5. Speculate about past actions (May + have + past participle) 

 She is late. I think she may have missed her plane. 

 It may have already been broken before you bought it. 

 What was that noise? It may have been a dog outside our window. 
6. To express wishes 

 May you both live a long and happy life together. 

 May the New Year bring you love and happiness. 

 May all your wishes come true. 

 May the odds be ever in your favor. 

 May the Force be with you. :) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.woodwardenglish.com/may-the-odds-be-ever-in-your-favor-meaning/
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Grammar Reference  

 

 

EXPRESSING AGREEMENT 

I (completely / really / totally / absolutely / honestly / truly) agree with you (on that) 
I really think / believe so, too. 
I couldn’t agree more. 
I have come to the same conclusion. 
I hold the same opinion. 
I have no objection whatsoever. 
I see what you mean and I (must) agree with you. 
I see it that way, too. 
I share your opinion / view. 
I was just going to say that. 
You’re (completely / totally / absolutely) right. 
You have a point there. 
You’ve made a good point. 

I think / consider / find / feel / believe / suppose / 
presume / assume that…

I would say that…
I have the feeling that…
I have no doubt that…

I hold the opinion / view that…
I take the view that…

I  / IT + VERB

In/From/To my…
In my opinion,…

In my view,…
In my eyes,…

From my point of view,…
From my viewpoint,…

To my mind,…
To be honest,…

My opinion / view / belief / impression is that…

My own feeling on the subject is that ...

I guess that…
I bet that…

I gather that
I am under the impression…

I am of the opinion that…
I am sure / certain that…

It goes without saying that…
It seems to me that…

It is my impression that

Expressing Opinion
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We are of one mind (on…) 
We are of the same mind (on…) 
That’s (so / completely / absolutely / undeniably) true. 
That’s a really good point. 
Yeah, that’s just it. 
Fair enough. 

PARTIAL AGREEMENT 

I agree with you up to a point. 
I see what you mean, but… 
That idea is OK, but… 
I understand that, but… 

EXPRESSING DISAGREEMENT 

I’m afraid… 
I’m sorry but… 
You may be right, but… 
That might be true, but… 
I beg to differ. 
I don’t agree with you on that / what you say. 
I don’t think you’re right. 
I don’t share your view. 
I think otherwise. 
I take a different view. 
I believe your argument doesn’t hold water. 
I´m not sure I agree with you. 
that doesn’t make much sense to me. 
that’s not always the case 
that’s not always / necessarily true. 

 

Oral and Written Production 

Work in Pairs: Ask and answer questions to your classmates. Apply modals and agreement and 
disagreement expressions in your answer. 

STUDENT A’s QUESTIONS (Do not show these to student B) 

1) What springs to mind when you hear the word ‘stereotype’? 

2) Are stereotypes usually accurate? 
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3) Are the stereotypes you have of people fair? 

4) Are you a stereotype? 

5) What is the stereotype of someone from your country? Is it fair? 

6) Are stereotypes god or bad? 

7) Where do stereotypes come from? 

8) Which people today do you think are being unfairly stereotyped? 

9) Do gender stereotypes annoy you? 

10) What are the stereotypes of men and women? 

 

STUDENT B’s QUESTIONS (Do not show these to student A) 

1) Do you think there are any stereotypes that are good? 

2) Do movies show different nationalities as stereotypes? 

3) From what age can people become a stereotype? 

4) Do you think information technology has reduced or increased racial stereotyping? 

5) What stereotype were you at school? 

6) Have you ever met someone who was the perfect image of a stereotype you had in your mind? 

7) Should stereotyping be made illegal? 

8) Is there a group of people who are guiltier than most of creating stereotypes? 

9) Are caricatures  in political cartoons dangerous forms of stereotype? 

10) What stereotypes do Hollywood, Bollywood and Hong Kong create? 
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3. Cultural Norms and Cultural Storms. 
Warm – up: Answer the question. 

What makes a Costa Rican Costa Rican? 

 

Key Vocabulary. 

Prejudice insensitive influence 

Racist misunderstanding society 
Cliques culture positive 
Ethnic subculture negative 

Form citizen typical 
peace Cultural norms  
 

An Overview of Traditions and Culture in Costa Rica 

Costa Rica is noted more for its natural beauty, with long stretches of deserted beaches, dense jungles 
teeming with exotic wildlife, and lush green valleys, than it is for its culture. Given its small pre-
Columbian population, Costa Rica had no huge unique culture, like the Mayans or Aztecs, with 
powerful and unusual art forms that could continue to influence. There are of course, a few notable 
exceptions like the pottery of Nicoya, the ceramics of Santa Ana, the balsa-carved masks of the 
Boruca Indians, and the most famous of all, the gaily painted oxcarts of Sarchí. 

Costa Rica is, however, a country with strong traditions—so much so these have become its culture. 

 

 

https://internationalliving.com/countries/costa-rica/
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Religion in Costa Rica 

Even though 70% of Costa Ricans identify as Catholic, since earliest colonial times, the Catholic church 
has not exerted a powerful influence politically or culturally. In fact, most Costa Rican Catholics view 
their religion as more a tradition than as a practice. The main religious events here revolve around 
three things: Easter Week (Semana Santa,) Christmas Week, and August 2. But, because Costa Rica 
practices a somewhat laidback Catholicism, there is more partying as celebration than religion during 
these holidays. 

For Easter Week, nearly everything in Costa Rica shuts down, and droves head to the beaches for 
family vacations and is mostly a time to relax. Everything closes again around Christmas, with some 
religious processions, but they are not on the scale as those you’d find in Mexico or Guatemala. The 
biggest event is August 2, where half the population walks from all the corners of the country to the 
Basilica in Cartago and the city swells from 150,000 to over 2 million. The romería, the annual 
pilgrimage, is in honor of La Negrita—the Virgin of the Angels. 

Traditions in Costa Rica 

One unshakable tradition, deep-rooted in Ticos (Costa Rican natives), is that they are remarkably 
friendly and welcoming towards foreigners, often inviting them to family gatherings or celebrations. 
Ticos act with utter humility and judge boasting as ill-mannered. This comes from the attitude of 
quedar bien (literally, to remain well), the desire to leave a good impression, and they are acutely 
worried of embarrassing themselves or of appearing rude. To act so, from their perspective is to be 
mal educado (badly educated). Costa Ricans are also courteous in an almost bygone manner, 
showering guest with formal greetings and compliments. 

This idea of quedar bien goes hand in hand with their tranquil nature. Violence of any kind is 
especially rare, and hostility is almost never seen. Democracy is their most treasured principle, and 
the concept of personal liberty is held dear. In fact, the aversion to anything that impinges on their 
personal liberty or that of their nation is about the only thing that will ruffle their feathers. 

Being on time for anything in Costa Rica, except the movies or a doctor’s appointment is considered 
strange, if not almost rude. This has given rise to the expression la hora tica (the Tico hour). Being late 
is a given, and therefore, they don’t understand expats frustrations with their lack of punctuality. In 
fact, as I write this, I have been waiting for the exterminator, who verified twice his appointment 
would be a 1 p.m. He just called to say he would be here “soon.”  It is now 3:30 p.m. 

Slang in Costa Rica 

In terms of colloquialism, or Tico slang, much of it makes no sense as a literal translation, and only has 
meaning in Costa Rica. You will blend right into the culture if you understand and adopt some of the 
more famous phrases. If you know anything of Costa Rica, you probably are already thinking of pura 



 

106 
 

vida—but here are a few more examples: 
Mae—most like our use of “dude.” 
Tuanis—means “cool.” 

Qué chiva—use it along the lines of “awesome.” 

Be advised though, Ticos often use words that may appear offensive, but are meant as terms of 
endearment. For example, somebody may have the nickname Gordito. Literally translated, it means 
chubby. While you might think that’s offensive, it’s actually a term of endearment. 

Culture in Costa Rica 

Ticos love to dance, enjoying huge clubs in the major cities, to small dance halls in the rural areas. 
When outside the dance halls, at home or in the car, listening to British and American rock is 
preferred among the young people; inside they prefer the mesmerizing rhythms of the Latin beat. 

Costa Rica stepped onto the world stage in 1970 with the formation of the National Symphony 
Orchestra. They’re also avid theatre lovers, with many tiny theaters dotted around the country. This is 
most likely the result of drama being established as part of the school curriculum in the early 1900s. 
My favorite is in Tres Rios, south of San Jose, with high-quality works that any theatre buff would 
admire filling this well-equipped 200-seat venue. 

Unfortunately, as Costa Rica’s post-colonial evolution was devoid of social tensions, which are often 
stimuli for artistic expression—native arts and crafts are relatively lacking in Costa Rica. But, it doesn’t 
stop them from borrowing and enjoying those from other parts of the world. 

Today, Costa Ricans, especially the younger generation, are adopting more cultural influences from 
the U.S., such as Halloween, in contrast to other Latin countries. They see it as just another reason to 
get together with friends. 

According to the Article answer the questions. Orally. 

1. What is your definition of “culture?” 

2. What are some cultural norms that Costa Rican have? 

3. What is the definition of “Slang “? 

4. Mention some Ticos Slangs. 

5. Do young people today have a sense of culture?  

6. What is the best thing about living in the USA? 

7. What is the worst thing about living in the USA? 

8. Define and describe the most important (or most celebrated) holiday of your culture. 
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4. I Am No My Hair  

Warm – up: Look at the picture and answer. 

1. Who are Ticos? 

2. Mention the greatest Ticos Athletes. 

3. Mention some Famous Costa Rican who had become well known outside the frontiers. 

 

Costa Rican Identity and Ethnic Relations  
Although Costa Ricans share traits in common with other Central and South American countries, they 
pride themselves on being very distinctive and even superior to others in the region. Costa Ricans 
have a very unique look, especially for Central America. They are a mix of different races. Most Costa 
Rican’s consider themselves to be white. Being white is very important to Costa Rican sense of 
national identity since being white is considered to be of higher status. Many of them look very 
Spanish or European in coloring, yet are shorter in stature like many indigenous people. Many people 
from the Central Valley and some of the surrounding areas have very fair-skin, light colored hair, and 
clear eyes.  In the outlying areas, more people are considered to be mestizos, a mixture of European 
and Indigenous people.  On the Caribbean coast you find strong links to Afro-Caribbean lineage. In 
some of the mountain ranges, you can still find many indigenous tribes that have a distinctive look. 
Many of the pure-blood native inhabitants are darker skinned, shorter in stature, and have small, 
almond shaped eyes. In the northern region, the Costa Ricans have darker complexions as they have 
adapted to the strong sun and their Nicaraguan heritage. 
Costa Ricans also like to emphasize that they are different by pointing out their country's high levels 
of education and health, its renowned national parks, and its history of democracy and political 
stability. 

 

SOCIAL CLASS 

Much of Costa Rica's upper class descends from the Spanish conquistadors that settled in the region 

during colonial times. An indicator of class if often one's two last names: strongly Spanish surnames 

like Gonzalez and Fernandez indicate older families, and therefore higher social status. 

 

However, the Costa Rican class system is not rigid, and the country is home to a large middle class. 

Most Ticos have a high quality of life, and today, material possessions are a primary indicator of social 

class. Costa Ricans dress very well, and often subscribe to brand merchandising – Lacoste polo shirts, 

Nike sneakers, and Docker khakis are popular, even though they may cost half a week's salary. More 

and more Costa Rican homes have flat-screen televisions, and residents proudly display their 
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smartphones, iPods and other modern electronics. The more you have and the more you pay are 

important social indicators in 21st century Costa Rica. 

Greatest Tico Athletes 

Although this tiny country does not have many Olympic medalists or internationally recognized 
sportsmen, their accomplishments are a point of pride to most Costa Ricans. If you are vacationing in 
Costa Rica when the national soccer team—‘La Sele’—plays an important match, you will notice 
people wearing team colors, cheering and honking out on the streets throughout the day as they 
prepare to watch the game. Here is the list of the most influential Costa Rican athletes 
 
Luis Gabelo Conejo. Gabelo was the most famous Costa Rican soccer player from the FIFA world cup 
held in Italy in 1990. This became an epic championship for Costa Rican soccer fans largely due to the 

performance of Gabelo, the goalkeeper. He led the team to victory over Scotland and Sweden in the 
group phase helping the team make it to the round of 16 for the first time in history. Gabelo was 
named the best goalkeeper of the World Cup, and is still ranked as one of the 50 best goalkeepers in 
the history of soccer. Perhaps most importantly, he was the first Costa Rican who achieved an 
outstanding international soccer career and has opened-up doors for a new generation of world-class 
soccer players (see below). In fact, his influence continues to be felt as the goalkeeping coach for the 
national team and mentor of current superstar Keylor Navas.  
Sylvia and Claudia Poll Ahrens. Two of the biggest moments in the Costa Rican sport history were 
thanks to the performance of the Poll sisters, who earned the first silver and gold medals for Costa 
Rica in the Olympic Games. Sylvia the older sister, won the silver—Costa Rica’s first ever Olympic 
medal—at Seoul’s Olympic Games in 1988. Claudia won gold in the 200 meter freestyle swimming 
event in Atlanta in 1996. The iconic image of Claudia holding a tiny Costa Rican flag with tears in her 

eyes is a lifetime memory that many Ticos cherish. 
he Soccer Stars. The name says it all, after Gabelo Conejo (GK for Cartagines, Albacete), generations 
of talented soccer players filled the stadiums of some of the best teams around the world. Some of 
these players include: Paulo César Wanchope, formerly of Malaga and Manchester City; Gilberto 
‘Tuma’ Martínez (Sampdoria, Roma, Saprissa); Walter ‘Pate’ Centeno (AEK Athens, Saprissa); Rolando 

Fonseca (various), and Álvaro Saborío (MLS). Currently the names to know are Bryan Ruiz, the 
national team captain, formerly of Alajuela, Twente and Fulham, and currently at Sporting Clube de 
Portugal; and notable Keylor Navas, who has become a goalkeeping superstar, plays in La Liga, Spain 
for Real Madrid. 

https://www.vacationscostarica.com/
https://www.vacationscostarica.com/
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Nery Brenes. This sprinter put Costa Rica at the top of the world’s athletics in 2012 when he set new 
national and championship record at the 2012 IAAF World Indoor Championship in Istanbul. Also 
known as the king of the Pan-American and Ibero-American Games, he won gold four times in the 
Central American and Caribbean Games and seven golds in the Central American Games. He is the 
sprinter who makes Costa Rican hearts skip a beat. 
Hanna Gabriels Valle. This iron woman managed to win her first welterweight World Championship 
Title for Costa Rica in boxing, in 2009. Hanna sorted a lot of obstacles to become a champion as she 
boxed her way into Costa Rican hearts and history. She has made a non-traditional sport one that is 
now followed by nearly the whole country. 

Andrey Amador Bikkazakova. This young professional road bicycle racer became the ultimate Costa 
Rican sport star after winning the 14th stage of the Italian world famous cycling tour “Il giro d´Italia” in 
2012. Amador made history as the first Costa Rican ever winning in such competition. He is expected 
to bring many more titles home. 

 
Andrea Vargas surprised the field Thursday by winning the 100m women’s hurdles at the 2019 Pan 
American Games, earning Costa Rica’s first gold medal at the events held in Peru. Vargas finished in a 
time of 12.82 seconds on the track at Atlético de la Videna Stadium in the heart of Lima. 

http://www.iaaf.org/results/iaaf-world-indoor-championships/2012/iaaf-world-indoor-championships-2012-4665/men/400-metres/final/result
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanna_Gabriel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanna_Gabriel
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Ticos  

Costa Ricans (Ticos) are generally gentle, spirited, friendly, educated, polite, and kind people. Most 

seem to like visitors from other countries and treat them well. There are, of course, exceptions, but 

on the whole, you can expect to be made welcome wherever you go.   

Ticos are a mixing of races. Though most of the country’s 4 million inhabitants descend from Spanish 
immigrants, many families originated in other parts of Europe, Asia, Africa and Central America. A 
large number are fair-skinned, especially in the Central Valley.  In the outlying areas, more people are 
mestizos, a mixture of European and Indigenous blood.  On the Caribbean coast you find strong links 
to African lineage, and in Talamanca Mountain, you will find it inhabited by the pure-blooded Indians 
of various tribes. In Guanacaste Province, you will find Ticos dark skinned reflecting their Nicaraguan 
heritage. 

Ticos are extremely family oriented and love music and dance.  When I say love music, I mean it is 
everywhere and all the time... and LOUD.  They also occasional enjoy alcohol.  In fact, Costa Ricans, as 
almost all Latinos, party loud and long and really enjoy each other's company.  You will definitely 
know if there is a party in your neighborhood! Not unexpectedly, you probably won't get invited to 
those parties until you speak the language! That is why you will see me repeat time and again in this 
site, Learn Spanish if you plan to live here. It makes all the difference. 

Who are these people? 

They have the same goals, desires and fears you do. They want to love and be loved, they want their 
children to be educated, they worry about their teenagers getting tongue rings and tattoos, they 
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worry about the guy their daughter is dating, and they want to thrive and prosper. They want their 
children to have better lives than they do.  They worry about politics, Iraq, crooked politicians, and 
the economy. Sound familiar? 

Ticos are often polite to the extreme. Most will do almost anything to avoid a confrontation or appear 
rude in any way. This can cause MUCH confusion to foreigners, especially North Americans who tend 
to be very direct.  If a Tico feels a "no" answer would in any way offend, they may well say "yes" or 
"maybe", or "I think so" or "that might be difficult", which is still pretty much means "no", but sounds 
more polite! Easy Huh? 

 

Costa Rica is recognized in Latin America for the quality of its educational system.   The structure of 
the Costa Rican educational system has provided Costa Rica with one of the highest literacy rates in 
Latin America. 
1. Pre-School Education.The pre-school education in Costa Rica accepts children between the ages of 
5 years 6 months upt 6 years and 6 months. 
2. General Basic Education.The General Basic Education is mandatory and free for all children without 
restrictions. To begin the student must be at least 6 years and 6 months old. Costa Rica divides this 
education into Cycles, from I to IV. Cycle I encompasses grades 1-4. Cycle II are grades 5 and 6. Cycle 
III are grades 7-9 and Cycle IV is grades 10-12. At the end of cycles I and II the child will receive a 
diploma for the conclusion of Elementary Education. The children then move to the Cycle III, which is 
the equivalent of High School, where they must complete Cylces III and IV in order to receive their 
Secondary Education diploma. 
3. Mandatory Testing. The Costa Rica Ministry of Education requires testing of all students (private 
and public schools) during the final year of high school. The students must pass these exams in order 
to get their high shcool graduation diploma.  The Final Exams known as Pruebas de Bachillerato, to 
earn the High School diploma (Bachillerato) centers on Math, Social Studies, Spanish, English, French, 
Biology and Civics. In 2019 the educational system will be transforming by applying FARO  tests, these  
tests would replace the regular “Bachillerato” tests that high school students have been doing for 
years, Faro tests have a different modality in which they take into consideration the grades of the last 
year of high school (60%) and the results of the Faro test (40%) to receive their high school diplomas, 
tests would be applied in fifth and tenth grade in order for students to measure their level and 
problem areas and they can take the test again in sixth and eleventh grade and the highest grade 
would be the one taken into consideration for their final result. 
4. University Education.In order to be admitted to a Costa Rican University, the applicant must have a 
high school degree (Bachillerato) recognized by the Ministry of Education. Costa Rica has four public 
universities: The University of Costa Rica (Universidad de Costa Rica), located in the capital city of San 
José, was established in 1941. 
The National University (Universidad Nacional)  located in the city of Heredia was established in 1973. 
Costa Rica Technological Institute (Tecnólogico de Costa Rica). The main campus is located in the city 
of Cartago and was established in 1971. 
UNED (Universidad Estatal a Distancia). The main campus is located in the city of San José and was 
established in 1977. In addition to the public universities, Costa Rica has more than 65 private 
universities. 
There are also the following specialized Universities: 

http://www.ucr.ac.cr/
http://www.una.ac.cr/
http://www.itcr.ac.cr/
http://www.uned.ac.cr/
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A. The University for Peace (Universidad de La Paz). This university was established in 1980 by a 
mandate of the United Nations. The Foundation Charter indicates that it was founded ‘to contribute 
to the great universal task of educating for peace by engaging in teaching, research, post-graduate 
training and dissemination of knowledge fundamental to the full development of the human person 
and societies through the interdisciplinary study of all matters related to peace. 
B. EARTH  (Escuela de Agricultura de la Region Tropical Humeda) , located in Guácimo, Limón, Costa 
Rica is a private, international, non-profit university dedicated to education in the agricultural 
sciences and natural resources in order to contribute to sustainable development in the tropics by 
seeking a balance between agricultural production and environmental preservation. 
C. INCAE Business School INCAE describes itself as a “a private, non-profit, multinational, higher-
education organization devoted to teaching and research endeavors in the fields of business and 
economics aimed at training and instructing, from a worldwide perspective, individuals capable of 
successfully holding top management positions in Latin America.” 

 

WRITING 

An eassy expressing an opinion. 

A. Discuss. 
 Are you happy where you live (Costa Rica and its culture) why – why not? 

 For what reasons would you consider moving to another Country? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.upeace.org/
http://www.earth.ac.cr/index.php
http://www.incae.ac.cr/EN


 

113 
 

When you are writing an essay giving your opinion follow the outline below. 

 
 
Note: Topic sentences introduces the central idea of the paragraph. The other 

sentences in the paragraph develop the idea expressed in the topic sentence by 

expanding on it, giving examples or explaining it. 

 

 

 

Remember: Use linking words in an essay. 
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Writing Task 

Instruction: Write your essay ( 100 – 150 words). Then present it Orally. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________
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CHAPTER 4 
 
Scenario: Caution: Fragile World. Handle with 
Care. 

 
Themes:  
1. What Make Something Sustain2 
2. Products and Practices around the World. 
3. Products and Practices in Costa Rica 
4. Am I Environmentally Friendly? 
 

 

Oral Written Comprehension   

L.1. understand the main points of even a relatively long discussion if it concerns a familiar topic and if 
the people involved use Standard English and do not speak too quickly.  
L.2. follow the main idea of audio text about our sustainable world.  
L.3. understand the most important information in a news broadcast (television, Internet) when 
visuals support the message about the fragile world and the way of mitigating effects responsibly.  
R.1. use key words, diagrams, and illustrations to support reading comprehension  
R.2. manipulate English language sounds using knowledge in phonics, syllabification and word parts.  
R.3. understand the important information in simple, clearly drafted printed materials such as 
newspapers, charts and graphs with some understanding of sustainable development  
 

 Oral and Written Production   

SI. 1. verbally indicate willingness to participate in activities.  
SI. 2. sustain a conversational exchange with a peer in the classroom when the topic is familiar, 
though there may be some difficulty in understanding and being understood from time to time.  
SP.1. express opinions about the fragile world and the way of mitigating effects responsibly, 
welcoming questions with others’ opinions.  
SP.2. explain and justify points of view briefly about the topic.  
W.1. summarize simple text dealing with the subject.  
W.2. describe events (e.g., sustainable practices at home or school) using complete sentences that 
are connected to each other in expository paragraphs and check written paragraphs to look for 
mistakes (subject-verb agreement, pronoun and article agreement, capitalization, using commas, 
sentence sense, word order, text structure, concrete ideas, etc.).  
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1.What Makes Something Sustainable. 
Warm – up : Answer the questions below. 

What do you do to protect the environment? 

What more could you do? 

biodegradable 
Able to decay naturally and harmlessly. 
Biodegradable packaging helps to limit the amount of harmful chemicals released into 
the atmosphere. 
 

Sustainability: maintaining an ecological balance by avoiding the depletion of natural 
resources. 

Eco-friendly products are “products that do not harm the environment whether in their 
production, use or disposal”. In other words, these products help preserve the 
environment by significantly reducing the pollution they could produce. 

Carbon footprint is defined as: The total amount of greenhouse gases produced to 
directly and indirectly support human activities, usually expressed in equivalent tons of 
carbon dioxide (CO2). ... When you heat your house with oil, gas or coal, then you also 
generate CO2 
 

Keep it Green ! 

Everybody buys and uses a variety of products every day without giving ot a lot of thought. You might 

not have realised it , but each these products affects the enviromnet somehow: through the way it is 

made, used or disposed of. For this reason, eco – scientists are trying to com e up with ideas to 

introduce envoironmentally – friendly products into our lives. Their motto is REDUCE, REUSE, 

RECYCLE! 
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Taken from mm publications  

 

A. Read the text again and answer the questions. 

 

  

 

1. Where does the eco - friendly showerhead get its power 

from? 

2. How can you tell if the water is too hot with the eco – 

friendly showerhead? 

3. What usually happens to mobile phones after 18 months? 

4. What do you do with the mobile developed by English 

research when you have finished with it? 

5. What happened to the biodegradable case? 

6. Where does the company that makes fashionable 

handbags get materials from? 

7. How can you get a personalized handbag made? 
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Discuss:   

Which of these products would you most like to have? Why? 

Do you know of any other eco-friendly products? 

 

Grammar Reference  

Modals 

People should protect the environment. It makes good sense. 
Stores must give out recyclable plastic bags. 
The government ought to improve the public transportation system. 
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Practice: Describe 6 sustainable practices. Use Modal verbs. 

How can we save the Earth? 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________
__________________
__________________ 

__________________
__________________
__________________ 

__________________
__________________
__________________ 

__________________
__________________
__________________ 

__________________
__________________
__________________ 

__________________
__________________
__________________ 
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B. Read the text and fill in the gaps with the given words. One word is odd. 
 
Word list: Paper, waste, collecting, recycling, pollution, logo, recycled.  
     

 

Recycling is taking used materials and A) ____________ and then turning it into new, useful products. For   

example, most paper is made from trees, but if old paper is recycled, less trees will be needed. Recycling uses 

less energy, and helps to control B) ____________. 

Three steps for recycling include C) ___________, sorting, and processing. 

What materials can be D) __________? E) ___________, including newspapers, magazines, cardboard, books, 

and envelopes can all be recycled into reusable products. 

Plastic is also a common recyclable product, including water, soda, and other drink bottles; plastic bags, 

wrappers, and many more items. 

Glass recycling also includes soda and other drink bottles, as well as jars, broken pieces of glass, and many other 

glass products. 

There is a special F) __________that shows the item can be recycled.  
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C Match the words on the left with their definitions on the right. Write the letters in the boxes 

 

 

biodegradable 

1. biodiversity 

2. carbon monoxide 

3. climate 

4. deforestation 

5. desertification 

6. disposable product 

7. endangered species 

8. fumes 

9. global warming 

10. natural resources 

11. renewable energy 

12. oil spill 

13. ozone layer 

14. pollution 

15. recycle 

16. tsunami 

17. volcano 

18. waste 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. acid rain  _____ 

2. biodegradable______ 

3. biodiversity ______ 

4. carbon monoxide ______ 

5. climate _______ 

6. deforestation ______ 

7. desertification _____ 

8. disposable product _____ 

9. endangered species _____ 

10. fumes _______ 

11. global warming ______ 

12. natural resources _____ 

13. renewable energy _____ 

14. oil spill ______ 

15. ozone layer _____ 

16. pollution ______ 

17. recycle  _______ 

18. tsunami _______ 

19. volcano _______ 

20. waste _________ 

 

A. Poisonous gas. 

B. The cutting down of trees in a large area. 

C. A mountain with a large circular hole at the top through 

which lava gases, steam and dust are or have been forced 

out. 

D. Animals or plants which may soon not exist because there 

are very few now alive. 
E. Unwanted matter or material of any type; trash. 

F. It decays naturally. 

G. Number and variety of plant and animal species in a 

particular area. 

H. It contains large amounts of harmful chemicals as a result 

of burning substances such as coal and oil. 

I. An extremely large wave caused by movement of the 

earth under the sea, often caused by an earthquake. 

J. The process by which land changes into desert. 

K. General weather conditions usually found in a particular 

place. 

L. It prevents harmful ultraviolet light from the sun from 

reaching the Earth. 

M. It covers a large area of the surface of the sea, usually 

because an accident has caused it to escape from a ship or 

container.  

N. Things such as minerals, forests, coal, etc. which exist in a 

place and can be used by people  

O. Strong, unpleasant and sometimes dangerous gas; smoke. 

P. An article that is intended to be thrown away after use. 

Q. A gradual increase in world temperatures caused by 

polluting gases such as carbon dioxide which are collecting 

in the air around the Earth and preventing heat escaping 

into space. 

R. It can be produced as quickly as it is used. 

S. Damage caused to water, air or soil by harmful substances 

or waste. 

T. To collect and treat rubbish to produce useful materials 

which can be used again. 
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B.Use the words/expressions from the left box to complete the following sentences 

1. If you look at the record of global temperature data, you will find that the late 20th Century period 

of ____________________________ actually lasted about 20 years, from the late 1970s to the late 

1990s. 

2. The world's largest, active _________________ is Mauna Loa in Hawaii, where famous coffee is 

grown in the rich volcanic soils. Mauna Loa is 13,677 feet above sea level. From its base below sea 

level to its summit, Mauna Loa is taller than Mount Everest.  

3. The ______________________ that shields the earth from cancer-causing ultraviolet rays is 

showing early signs of thickening after years of depletion, a UN study says. 

4. The country with the most ___________________ is Indonesia. Since the last century, Indonesia 

has lost at least 15.79 million hectares of forest land. 

5. _______________________ is particularly damaging to lakes, streams, and forests and the plants 

and animals that live in these ecosystems. 

6. A __________________ product has the ability to break down, safely and relatively quickly, by 

biological means, into the raw materials of nature and disappear into the environment. 

7. There are many forms of ______________________. Most of them depend in one way or another 

on sunlight. 

8. 9.5 square miles of ocean and 8.7 miles of coastline are affected by __________________, officials 

say. 

9. The world’s most __________________ feline _____________, the Iberian lynx, is making 

a comeback in Spain after being pushed to the brink of extinction. 
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Examples:  

People should select energy efficient cars, Shouldn’t they? 

We need to reduce our carbon dioxide footprint, Don’t we? 

 

Practice: Complete the sentences with the correct question tags. 

1. Mr McGuinness is from Ireland, ______________________? 

2. The car isn't in the garage, ________________? 

3. You are John, _______________? 

4. She went to the library yesterday, ______________? 

5. He didn't recognize me, ________________? 

6. Cars pollute the environment, ___________? 

7. Mr. Pritchard has been to Scotland recently, _______________? 

8. The trip is very expensive, _______________? 
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9. He won't tell her, ____________? 

10. Hugh had a red car, ______________? 

 

Speaking Activity 

Instruction: In the activity, students play a game of snap by matching affirmative and negative 

sentences to question tags and vice-versa. Students work in groups of three. Two students play snap. 

The third student notes down the tag questions and acts as judge. Each group is given a set of cards 

and a piece of A4 paper. The students draw two large boxes on the paper. Under the first box, 

students write the word 'sentence'. Under the second box, students write the word 'tag'. The 

students then shuffle the cards and deal them equally between the two players. The players place 

their cards face down in a pile in front of them. One player goes first and turns over the top card 

from their pile and places it face up in the relevant box. The other player then puts down one of their 

cards and so on. The first player to shout 'snap' when they see that a sentence and tag match to 

make a tag question wins all the cards in both boxes. The third student then writes down the tag 

question. The aim of the game is to have all the cards in your pile. The first player to get all the cards 

wins the game. Afterwards, the students swap roles, giving the writer a chance to play. When 

everyone has finished, the groups write their tag questions on the board and feedback is given. 
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Commonly-used phrasal verbs. 

Phrasal Verbs relating to ENVIRONMENT and POLLUTION  

 
 

Phrasal 
Verb  

Meaning  Example 

Clean up Remove dirt, rubbish, 
debris, etc. 

The population helped clean up the beaches 
after an oil spillage.  

Cut down / 
Chop down 

Remove (trees) by 
cutting 

To avoid deforestation it should be 
compulsory for new trees to be planted 
where the original trees have been cut down 
/ chopped down. 

Die out Become extinct; stop 
existing 

Some species of animals have already died 
out due to climate change.  

Dispose of Get rid of Nuclear waste must be disposed of safely. 

Dry up Disappear through 
evaporation 

Due to prolonged periods of drought, many 
rivers have dried up.  

Heat up Increase the 
temperature 

The sun heats up the surface of the earth. 

Phase out Gradually stop Some countries have decided to phase out 
the production of petrol-driven cars.  

Run out of Use up the supply of 
something until there 
is none left. 

How will we manage if we run out of petrol? 

Scale back / 
Scale down 

Reduce the quantity or 
amount 

The army has decided to scale back (on) its 
use of petrol-driven vehicles.  

Turn off Stop the flow To save water, turn off the tap when 
brushing your teeth. 

Throw away Discard Don’t throw away plastic bottles. Recycle 
them! 
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Phrasal 
Verb  

Meaning  Example 

Use up Use until there is no 
more 

We’ve already used up the earth’s resources 
for this year. 

Wipe out Eliminate A nuclear war would most probably wipe out 
all life on our planet. 

 

Reading: 

1. Pre – Reading 

Discuss. 

 Is the area you live in polluted? If yes, what kinds of pollution are a problem? 

 What can people do to help keep the environment clean? 

 How can we make people more aware of environment issues? 
 
2. Reading for gist 
Read the article “Cleaning up the environment “quickly and answer the following question. 
What is the main idea of the article? 

a. People shouldn’t throw rubbish in the river. 
b. Coal mines pollute the water. 
c. People can help keep their communities clean. 
d. With time, polluted water will turn into clean water.  

 
3.Reading for details 
Read the article again and answer the questions. 
1.what did Sandra Crawford do to help clean up the river? 
a. she got together some volunteers to pick up rubbish. 
b. she pulled an old mattress out of the river. 
c. she talked to her fellow citizens. 
d. she wrote a letter to the newspaper about the river. 
 
2. What is a key feature of the annual Pathway and river Cleanup? 
a. sport competition  
b. unusual prizes 
c. group work 
d. participation of politicians 
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3.The author mentions Blacklick Creek as an example of 
a. an unpleasant place to swim in. 
b. a polluted place that affected thousands of people. 
c. a polluted area which can’t be cleaned up without help from professionals. 
d. water pollution which is too dirty to clean up. 
 
4.Julie Bargamann believes that  
a. nobody should see the damage to the environment caused by coal mine. 
b. people should be able to visit the coal mine and remember its history. 
c. sycamore trees help clean up polluted water. 
d. the owners of the coal mine should take away their old machinery. 
 
5.Once the process of cleaning up in Black Creek is over, what will the colours in the landscape be? 
a. orange and red 
b. yellow and red 
c. blue and blue green 
d. blue- green and red 
 

Tip 
When reading, you sometimes have to read between the lines. In other words, interpret 
what the writer means although it is not explicitly expressed. Try to make logical 
deductions from the text. 
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2.Products and Practices around the World  
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

What is Sustainable Living? 

Sustainable living is the practice of reducing your demand on natural resources by making sure that 

you replace what you use to the best of your ability. Sometimes that can mean not choosing to 

consume a product that is made using practices that don’t promote sustainability; and sometimes it 

means changing how you do things so that you start becoming more of an active part of the cycle of 

life. 

We all know that climate change, global warming, depletion of ozone layer and resource depletion 

are real and their impact on human and animal lives can be devastating. It is an opportunity for 

people to adopt actions for sustainable living that can help them to reduce their carbon footprint or 

environmental impact by altering their lifestyle. Simple measures like using public transportation 

more often, reducing energy consumption, becoming more eco-friendly can go a long way in reducing 

your environmental impact and making this planet a clean and safe place. 

Caution  emissions 

fragile Carbon footprint 

Sustainable practices minimizes 

harmful Energy consumption 

Fuel efficient alternative 

Energy efficient reduce 

reusable reuse 

endanger Recycle  

https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/ClimateChangeEffects.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/causes-and-effects-of-ozone-hole.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/StepsReduceCarbonFootPrint.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/stylish-and-modern-ways-to-live-healthy-and-green-lifestyle.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/modes-and-benefits-of-green-transportation.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/amazing-eco-friendly-holiday-tips.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/causes-and-effects-of-environmental-degradation.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/causes-and-effects-of-environmental-degradation.php
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“Sustainable living is a lifestyle that attempts to reduce an individual’s or society’s use of the Earth’s 

natural resources and personal resources. Practitioners of sustainable living often attempt to reduce 

their carbon footprint by altering methods of transportation, energy consumption, and diet. 

Proponents of sustainable living aim to conduct their lives in ways that are consistent with 

sustainability, in natural balance and respectful of humanity’s symbiotic relationship with the Earth’s 

natural ecology and cycles. The practice and general philosophy of ecological living is highly 

interrelated with the overall principles of sustainable development.” 

15 Easy Ways to Practice Sustainable Living 

Want to start practicing sustainable living? It is easier than you think. Although there are various ways 

to live and practice sustainable living, here are 15 quick and easy suggestions to live a sustainable life. 

1. Become a member of a community garden: It isn’t just about growing your own food, being a 

member of a community garden helps to promote sustainable living in your area. Gardens create 

green spaces and the garden waste can be mulched and returned to support healthy soil. Green 

spaces aren’t just important for your state of mind; in urban areas they can play an important role in 

offsetting carbon emissions. 

2. Practice minimalism: Minimalism doesn’t mean living without anything, it means that you are 

making sure that everything you own and use is put to its maximum purpose. This means waste 

materials as well. With a minimalist lifestyle, you will recycle more, and be more mindful of the items 

you support being produced so that sustainability is emphasized. 

3. Change the lights in your house: By changing the lighting in your home from traditional light bulbs 

to CFL, using skylights and more natural light you will reduce your demand on energy resources 

significantly. Using longer lasting, energy efficient light sources also reduces the amount of waste 

going into landfills significantly. 

4. Become more efficient with your errands: You don’t have to buy a hybrid to reduce your reliance 

on fossil fuels. By choosing to become more efficient with your errands you can create a system of 

sustainable living that is based in reducing the amount of natural resources you consume. 

https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/green-travel-tips-for-travellers.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/green-travel-tips-for-travellers.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/stylish-and-modern-ways-to-live-healthy-and-green-lifestyle.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/create-and-maintain-an-energy-efficient-pool.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/15-easy-ways-to-reduce-landfill-waste.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/Advantages_FossilFuels.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Cycling.jpg
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5. Start using natural cleaners: Take an hour or so to research some home-made options for natural 

cleaners. Vinegar and water can clean most surfaces, and the saponin from quinoa is a natural laundry 

detergent. By using natural cleaners you are reducing the amount of plastic packaging being made, 

and the amount of chemicals that are being introduced to the water system. 

6. Walk, bike or car pool to work: The less personal use of your car you do, the more you and the 

environment will benefit. Sustainable living not only promotes sustainability by reducing pollution and 

the consumption of natural resource; walking or biking to work will also improve your health and 

reduce the strain on public health resources. 

Even car-pooling assists sustainability as it can provide an increased social outlet that can improve the 

quality of life. Science has found that there is a direct connection between your quality of life and the 

sustainability of life that you will choose to lead. 

7. Spend more time reading and playing games: How can this be a part of sustainable living? By 

reducing your reliance on entertainment forms that require energy and natural resources you can 

help to reduce the demand and drain on them. 

8. Try to get on a more natural sleep schedule: Getting on a natural sleep schedule means becoming 

more attuned to the natural light in the day. Not only is this better for your health, it will begin to 

lessen the amount of power that you use while you are up. 

 
 

9. Reduce, Reuse and Recycle: Reduce your need to buy new products. If there is less waste, then 

there is less to recycle or reuse. Learning to reuse items, or repurpose them for different use then 

what they are intended for is essential in waste hierarchy. Recycle old glass bottles or aluminium cans. 

Keep a recycle bin at your home and try making more trips to recycling station than to the landfill. 

https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/30-brilliant-ways-towards-reducing-your-plastic-consumption.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/top-10-worst-toxic-pollution-problems.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/what-is-environmental-science-and-its-components.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/terrific-ways-to-conserve-natural-resources.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/recyclingglass.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/advantages-and-disadvantages-of-recycling.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/causes-effects-solutions-of-landfills.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Recycle_Reduce_Reuse.jpg
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10. Unplug device when not in use: Most of the electronic devices keep on drawing electricity even 

when they’re off. To reduce energy usage, simply pull the plug when not in use. It will help you to 

save energy and reduce your monthly electricity bill. 

11. Buy right-sized house: Practitioners of sustainable living conduct their lives in ways that are 

consistent with sustainability. Among many ways that promotes sustainability, one of them is buying 

a smaller house is going to consume less energy as compared to a big house. You’re going to spend 

less on lighting, furniture and overall furnishing. You can even purchase items from thrift stores and 

donate them again when they’re no longer needed. Make use of green home building ideas and 

techniques while building a new home. 

12. Use daylight as much as possible: Sunlight is free and doesn’t cost anything. Using sunlight during 

the day helps to reduce dependence on fossil fuels to produce electricity and your bulbs and tube 

lights are going to last longer. 

13. Stop unwanted mail: Save natural resources by opting out from billions of unwanted mailings and 

simplify your life. Sites like www.catalogchoice.org offers free service to opt out of catalogs, coupons, 

credit card offers, phone books, circulars and more. It helps you to reduce clutter, protect privacy and 

save environment. 

14. Practice keeping a “zero energy balance” budget: A zero energy balance budget means that what 

you take in, you also return back. This is really the core of all sustainable living. If you practice keeping 

a budget that has a zero energy balance, you will be surprised how your habits of consuming will 

change and reduce your imprint on the world. 

15. Change your washing habits: This one is important to attain sustainable living. We wash 

everything too much. Not only has science discovered that our over emphasis on being clean has 

reduced our natural immune resistance to diseases (which require exposure to bacteria to develop), 

but each person wastes tremendous amounts of water when they bathe, wash dishes or do laundry. 

Practice taking short and times showers, washing dishes in a sink of water and then rinsing them and 

cutting down on the amount of laundry that you do. 

16. Choose Renewable energy: Choosing renewable energy over fossil fuels is a great way to stop 

climate change and doing your part in making things happen. Install solar panels for solar water 

heating. Explore options of getting tax credit from the government. Speak to your utility is there is any 

way to add clean power to the grid so as to offset your carbon footprint. 

17. Buy products with less packaging: Whenever you go out for shopping, always buy products with 

less packaging. The excess packaging on the stuff goes in your dustbin and from there it goes to 

landfills in most cases. It not only further contaminate the environment but also pose serious health 

effects to humans and animals. 

18. Ditch the plastic: Plastic never goes away. It takes millions of years for plastic to decompose. 

Plastic can be found swirling in the ocean’s surfaces. It badly affects marine life. Every year large 

number of mammals, seals, sea birds are killed after ingesting plastic or getting tangled up in it. Its 

https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/top-15-green-home-building-techniques-and-ideas.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/top-15-green-home-building-techniques-and-ideas.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/current-environmental-issues.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/fossilfuels.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/causes-and-effects-of-climate-change.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/causes-and-effects-of-climate-change.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/what-is-solar-energy.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/carbon-footprint.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/causes-effects-solutions-of-landfills.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/astonishing-ways-to-protect-the-environment-and-save-mother-earth.php
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time for all of us to switch to reusable bags when we shop and ditch one-time use plastic water 

bottles. 

 

Reading Comprehension  

Seven ways to protect the environment  

We all want to protect our planet, but we're mostly too busy or too lazy to put up big change that 
would improve our lifestyle and save the environment. 
 
These are 7 simple habits to implement in your everyday life which will make a difference. There is 
nothing new here but if you follow at least some of these tips, you can be proud of yourself 
participating in the protection of the environment.  
Use compact fluorescent light bulbs:  
It is true that these bulbs are more expensive, but they last much longer and they can save energy and 
in the long run your electricity bill would be reduced. 
Donate: 
You have tons of clothes or things you want to get rid of. If they are still usable, give them to someone 
who needs them. You may also choose to give them to associations. These associations may sell them 
and collect a little money. Not only will you protect the environment, but you will also contribute to a 
good cause. 
Turn off your devices:  
When you do not use a house device, turn it off. For example, if you don't watch TV, turn it off. Turn 
off the light when you leave a room (even if you intend to return.) It's an easy habit to take up which 
will help you save a lot of money. 
Walk or cycle:  
Driving is one of the biggest causes of pollution. If you want to use your car, ask yourself the following 
question: do I really need my car? Walk or use your bike if the journey is a short one. 
Detergent: 
Follow the recommended dose of detergent to wash your clothes or dishes. 
leaky faucets: 
Watch leaky faucets, which can cause a significant increase in the twater bill. An average of 120 liters 
of water can be wasted due to a dripping faucet. 
Rainwater: 
Think of recovering rainwater. This water can be used for different purposes. 
This list is far from being exhaustive but in addition to saving the environment, all these tips will help 
you save money. 
 
Questions:  
Fluorescent light bulbs waste more energy  
a. True 
b. False  

https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/30-breathtaking-reasons-to-switch-to-reusable-bags.php
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Donate means:  
a. give. 
b. take. 
The 7 tips are suggested 
a. to save money.  
b. to protect the environment. 
c. To save money and protect the environment. 
 
 

Sustainable Development 

The best definition of Sustainable development was presented by the report Our 
Common Future (also known as the Brundtland Report):  
"Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs." 
Sustainable development is thus the ability to meet the needs of the present while 
contributing to the future generations’ needs. It focuses on two goals: 
To improve the quality of life for all of the Earth's citizens. 
To stop using up the natural resources beyond the capacity of the environment to 
supply them indefinitely.  
Green development is generally differentiated from sustainable development in that 
Green development prioritizes what its proponents consider to be environmental 
sustainability over economic and cultural considerations. In addition to that, sustainable 
development has underlying concepts: the concept of 'needs', in particular the essential 
needs of the world's poor, to which overriding priority should be given; and the idea of 
limitations imposed by the state of technology and social organization on the 
environment's ability to meet present and future needs. There is an additional focus on 
the present generations' responsibility to improve the future generations' life by 
restoring the previous ecosystem damage and resisting to contribute to further 
ecosystem damage. 
Sustainable development requires action on the part of world states, governments and 
people. The detrimental situation of the environment, the enormous stress upon our 
natural resources and the huge gap between developed and underdeveloped countries, 
necessitate practical strategies to reverse the trends. The World Commission on 
Environment and Development suggested seven critical objectives for environment and 
development policies that follow from the concept of sustainable development: 
Reviving growth  
Changing the quality of growth  
Meeting essential needs and aspirations for jobs, food, energy, water and sanitation  
Ensuring a sustainable level of population  
Conserving and enhancing the resource base  
Reorienting technology and manage risk  
Including and combining environment and economics considerations in decision-making  
These recommendations are still valid; not to do things differently is dangerous and 
condemnable.  
 

http://www.un-documents.net/ocf-02.htm#III
http://www.un-documents.net/ocf-02.htm#III
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1. Sustsainable development refers to the harmony between the environment, society and 
economy 
a. True 
b False 

2. Sustainable development stresses upon: 
a. the relationship between man and development, 
b.  a development that takes into consideration the needs of future generations. 

3. Action to implement the concept of sustainable development is:  
a. slow 
b. already taking place at a reasonable pace 
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GRAMMAR REFERENCE  
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A.Complete the texts with the correct form of the verbs in brackets. 
 

 

 

B. Read the text below and decide which answer a,b,c best fits each gap. 
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C. Look at the announcement. Think about what aspects of life will be different, look at the webs 
below and complete them with relevant vocabulary and future tense. Develop the webs by adding 
other aspects you think of. 
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READ the article about consumer societies. Notice the words in bold. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Taken from https://ngl.cengage.com/ 
 
 
Discuss: Read the statements and give you opinion. What do you think? Justify your 
answer. 
 
 

 Sustainable agriculture produces food that is less harmful to the environment. 

 Sustainable farming focuses on raising food that is healthier than other types. 

 Sustainable farming is the best decision for our future 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is a Consumer Society? 
A consumer is a person who buys things, and a consumer society is a society 
that encourages people to buy and use goods. Some people think that a 
consumer society provides people with better lives. People in consumer 
societies tend to live more comfortably. They eat a wider variety of food. They 
go to restaurants more often. They also buy a lot of products, maybe more than 
they need. Products such as TVs, cell phones, and computers used to be 
luxuries. Today people can buy these things more easily than ever before. The 
market for these goods is growing faster all the time. Consumer societies 
encourage people to buy bigger and better products. For example, “smarter” 
phones come out every year. In a consumer society, people are often buying 
newer and more advanced products. This creates a lot of waste. Nowadays, 
many people are thinking more seriously about the effects of consumer 
societies on the environment, and they are trying to become more responsible 
consumers 
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Grammar Reference  

 
 
 

Taken from English Grammar Woodward 
 

 

A. Complete each sentence with the correct comparative form of the adjective in parentheses. 
Add than when necessary. 
1. New cars are much more quiet than / quieter than (quiet) old cars. 

2. Do you think money is _________________  (important) good health? 

3. This coat is  _________________  (nice) that one. 

4. My old laptop was a lot  _____________ (big) my new one. 

5. Gas is so expensive! I want a ______________ (efficient) car. 

6. Many people think modern life is  ____________ (good) life in the past. 

7. Communication is a lot  ___________________ (easy) it was 50 years ago. 

8. The pollution in my city is much ___________________ (bad) it used to be. 

9. I prefer ____________________  (hot) temperatures. That’s why I love summer. 

10. My new school is a little _________________ (far) my old one. 
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Comparative Adverbs  
 

 
 

Complete the sentences with the comparative form of the adverbs in parentheses + than.  
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1. My new oven works a lot bet er than (good) my old oven. It heats up much 

_______________________ (quick) my old oven, but it also burns food ______________  (often) my 

old one! 

2. Now that he’s a manager, Gerry works a lot  ___________________ (hard) he used to. He also 

travels _______________  (frequent) he did before, and his trips last  (long) they used to. 

3. People are creating garbage _______________ (rapid) they used to. They are throwing away their 

old things because they can buy new goods _______________  

 (easy) before. In the past, people treated their belongings ______________ (careful) they do now. 

  

Use the words in parentheses to complete each sentence. Use the comparative form of the adverb 

and the correct form of the verb.  

1. This computer works more ef  ciently than (work / efficiently) that computer. 

2. My new watch ______________  (keep time / accurately) my old watch. 

3. My sister _________________  (call / often) my brother. 

4. My phone  ________________ (ring / loudly) your phone. 

5. Tara ___________________ (shop / frequently) Lori. 

6. Brad  __________________ (type / quickly) Lynn. 

7. Kate _________________ (sing / badly) Deb. 

8. Lila  __________________(study / hard) Nora. 

 

Superlative Adjective - Adverbs 
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Practice: Complete the Class survey. 

What's the best food you've ever eaten?   

What's the best movie you've ever seen?   

What's the most beautiful place in your country?   

What's the most difficult school subject?   

What's the most expensive present you've ever 
bought?   

What's the most tourist attraction in your 
country?   

What's the worst food ever?   

Who's the best teacher you've ever had?   

Who's the most beautiful woman on Earth?   

Who's the most handsome man in the universe?   

 

Complete the sentences.  Use the superlative form of the adjectives in brackets. 

1. Who is the__________________(tall) person in your family?  

2. My mum is the _______________ (good) cook in the world.  

3. December is the _____________ (cold) month of the year in my country.  

4. What's the ______________(dangerous) animal in the world?  

5. Ethan is the _____________ (happy) boy that I know.  

6. Where are the ________________ (nice) beaches in your country?  

7. She bought the___________________ (big) cake in the shop.  

8. Who is the____________ (famous) singer in your country?  
 

 
 

Fill in the blank with the either the comparative form or superlative form of each adverb, as required: 
EX: Tom sang more loudly (more loudly/the most loudly) than the other kids.  
 

1. I visit my parents _____________________(more often/the most often) than my brothers do.  
 
2. He thinks he always knows __________________________(better/best)  
 
3. Out of all my siblings, I visit my parents _____________________(more often/the most often).  
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4. David did ________________________(worse/the worst) than he thought he would do on his test.  
 
5. I did ________________________(worse/the worst) out of all the students on my test.  
 
6. Out of all the students, Frank studied ______________________(less/the least), but got the best 
grade.  
 
7. We argued ___________________(longer/the longest) than I thought we would.  
 
8. My sisters laughed ___________________(louder/the loudest) out of the whole audience.  
 
9. The two guys who enjoyed the game ___________________(more/most) were Tom and Robert.  
 
10. George drives ________________________(more recklessly/the most recklessly) than his brother.  

 
 

3. PRODUCTS AND PRACTICES IN COSTA RICA. 
Warm up: Read the text. 

 its core, sustainability is the synthesis of three factors: society, economy, and 

environment. Each element may be individually sustainable yet unquestionably 

influence the others. If your economy grows, your culture will change. If your culture 

changes, your environmental practices will shift. If your environmental practices shift, 

your economy will transform. And round and round it goes. It’s a little like running a 

three-person relay race—each person has individual autonomy, but is surely only one 

part of the team. If you want to win you must work together. 

In this sense, sustainability seeks to do three things: 1) Protect the environment and 

restore ecosystems; 2) Allows businesses and local economies to operate profitably in 

the present and into the future; 3) Support social improvement and protect cultural 

identity. 

 

 

Some Background 

These days Costa Rica is known as a global leader in sustainability. It produces nearly 93 percent of its 

electricity from renewable resources and conserves around 30 percent of its national territory. All 
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that makes sense when you consider that this tiny country, which is about the size of West Virginia, 

holds some 5 percent of the planet’s total biodiversity. 

Costa Rica is currently on track to be one of the most sustainable countries in the world – it’s working 

to become the first carbon-neutral country by 2020 – but this hasn’t always been the case. Consider 

the following fact: in 1940, 75 percent of Costa Rica was covered in forests, but by 1987 that number 

had dropped to just 21 percent. This rapid deforestation was the result of an economic climate that 

valued changing “unproductive” land (i.e. forests) into “productive” land (i.e. agriculture). 

By the early 1990s, however, Costa Rica’s leaders began to realize that this was a poor investment. 

The soil became infertile after a few years and left the farmers (and their associated markets) 

scrambling for income. The once precious natural resources, which provided clean air and water for 

the citizens of Costa Rica, were degenerating rapidly and putting people out of work. 

After analyzing the economic benefits of retaining healthy ecosystems (tourism, health care, 

recreation, etc.), the Costa Rican government began to implement policies encouraging conservation. 

It established national parks, promoted ecotourism, and encouraged organic agriculture. This began 

the marriage between the environment and the economy in Costa Rica and put the country on track 

to become increasingly sustainable. 

The Three Circles of Sustainability  

As we’ve already seen, each element of sustainability is an outgrowth of the others. For this reason 

the subject must be tackled holistically. 

We do not exist in isolation. The products we purchase, the food we eat, the cars we drive—all of 

these make an imprint on the world around us. Our planet’s resources are exhaustible and it’s 

important to understand the ways that our choices influence the environment. 

Environmental sustainability seeks to do just that. It is a way of interacting with the natural world 

without destroying or degrading it. It can be as simple as organic agriculture or as complex as 

renewable energy. It involves cleaning up brownfields sites and preventing pollution. It incorporate 

composting, recycling, and water conservation. It supports reforestation and biological reserves, 
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carpooling and riding your bike to work. Environmental sustainability is literally anything that helps, 

or at minimum does not hurt, the environment. 

The environmental choices we make inevitably impact our economy. Business itself depends upon the 

resources of healthy ecosystems – clean air, fresh water, fertile land, and ample biodiversity. These 

are known as “natural capital.” An economy that pollutes its natural capital won’t last very long. 

Economic sustainability is the ability to support a defined level of economic production indefinitely. It 

allows the average GDP and per capita income to steadily rise. It provides a stable tax base that is 

sufficient to operate community services and generate consistent capital growth. In a sustainable 

economy, businesses have steady profitable growth and total shareholder return. Economic 

sustainability ensures that an economy not only survives, but evolves. 

Economic sustainability values quality over quantity. Maximizing short-term profits doesn’t always 

equate with long-term value. For this reason, businesses may work to achieve slow but steady 

growth; this helps increase the number of available jobs. By providing better employment 

opportunities, economic sustainability keeps the number of people living beneath the poverty line 

low. This links it to socio-cultural sustainability. 

The social side of this primarily concerns social justice. Social sustainability respects the individual and 

supports equal opportunity for all. It ensures that diversity is honored and that human rights are 

protected. A sustainable society provides avenues for self-expression and debate—everything from 

voting to artistic endeavors to a free press is encouraged. A sustainable society also provides capacity 

building opportunities for its citizens; it has a strong education system and solid access to healthcare. 

Cultural sustainability is a means of preserving and upholding the culture of a place. It might be an 

entire country, an inner-city neighborhood, or an indigenous group. Oftentimes in the rush and pull of 

modernity traditional customs are lost. Cultural sustainability seeks to resist this force and preserve 

the various aspects – the cuisine, artwork, legends, and values – that make a place and its people 

unique. 

Sustainable Programs in Costa Rica  

There are a number of sustainably minded programs in Costa Rica. They cover a broad range of 

categories, but most focus on achieving a synthesis between environmental, cultural, and economic 

health. 
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One of the best known programs is the Certification for Sustainable Tourism (CST). This program is 

aimed at helping Costa Rican businesses take a long-term perspective on maintaining the country’s 

environment, culture, and communities. The CST program rates businesses based upon how well they 

comply with certain sustainable practices. It measures the interaction between the company and the 

surrounding environment; the operation systems and infrastructure of the company; the degree to 

which the company allows their clients to become active contributors in sustainable policies; and the 

way in which the company interacts with local communities and the general population. 

Businesses receive a CST rating from 0 to 5. Higher ratings are given to businesses with better 

sustainable practices. This measurement allows consumers to make educated purchasing decisions 

and turns sustainability into something tangible. The CST program has done a great job making 

sustainability more mainstream in Costa Rica. 

The Bandera Azul (Blue Flag) Ecological Program helps keep Costa Rica’s communities – and the 

natural areas that surround them – healthy, safe and clean. The program awards communities across 

Costa Rica with a “Blue Flag” when they meet certain requirements. There are categories for beaches, 

watersheds, forests, and towns. The program encourages environmentally friendly practices and 

active civic engagement. 

The Blue Flag program helps Costa Rican communities manage their resources through environmental 

education, comprehensive health care plans, and proper waste management. It provides an incentive 

for people to improve the area where they live – be it through environmental awareness programs, 

reforestation practices, or river cleanups. The awards are given out annually and are a good way for 

travelers to decide what destinations to visit and support as consumers. 

The Payments for Environmental Services (PES) program provides payments to landowners who 

maintain healthy, robust land. Landowners who adopt forest management practices that do not hurt 

the environment – and which help maintain the quality of life for local residents – receive direct 

payments from the government. These payments are for the ecological services that healthy land 

produces. These include maintaining clean water, mitigating greenhouse gas emissions, conserving 

biodiversity, and providing areas for recreation and ecotourism. 

The National Emergency Commission is a branch of the central government that coordinates the 

prevention of risks and the response to emergency situations. It raises disaster risk awareness, funds 

disaster preparedness programs, and provides emergency education across the country. The 
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commission helps Costa Rica’s communities create strategic plans for reducing man-made disasters 

and responding to natural ones. In this sense, the National Emergency Commission helps Costa Rica 

prepare for an adaptable, sustainable future. 

 

Practice: After you read. Extract the bold words. Write a definition with your own words and then 

write a sentence. Your teacher will help you to complete the Chart. 

Vocabulary Definition Sentence 

1.    

2.    

3.    

4.    

5.    

6.    

7.    

8.    

9.    

10.    
11.    

12.    

13.    

14.    

15.    

16.    

17.    

18.    

19.    

20.    
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Reading Comprehension 

A. Answer the questions according to the Article. 

 

1. What is Costa Rica doing to help the environment? 

2. Why is Costa Rica successful? 

3. How does PES work? 

 

4. What is CTP program main purpose? 

5. Mention some Ecological programs. 

6. How does Blue Flag programs help C.R communities? 

Costa Rica Signs Law That Prohibits the Use of Styrofoam  

President Carlos Alvarado, alongside the Minister for Environment and Energy, Carlos Manuel 

Rodríguez and the Minister of Health, Daniel Salas, signed into law the reform of the Law for the 

Integral Management of Waste. This Law enacts the prohibition of the import into national territory, 

the commercialization and the delivery of polyethylene containers, better known as styrofoam, in any 

commercial establishment. 

Styrofoam is a very common material used by the food industry in packaging, mainly because of its 

lightness, hygiene, and low production cost. It is heat and humidity resistant, doesn’t absorb water 

and doesn’t rot, as such it can’t be degraded into the environment. 

The biggest health concern regarding polystyrene is styrene, its main component. Those who are 

exposed to styrene during its production tend to develop irritation on their skin, eyes, upper 

respiratory tract and gastrointestinal effects. They can also damage human health as they come into 

contact with food and beverages. 

The prohibition will begin 24 months after the law’s entry into force. During this period, the 

Government will promote and encourage the reconversion of industries that work in the import and 
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manufacture of containers or packaging made of expanded polystyrene, encouraging the 

development of more environmentally friendly alternatives, through aides from the Development 

Banking System and state commercial banking. 

In the 6 months following the amendment’s entry into force, the Ministry of Health shall include in 

the National Policy and Action Plan on Waste Management, a national plant to incentivize the gradual 

substitution of polystyrene containers and packing for different materials. 

Haydée Rodríguez, Viceminister for Water and Oceans said that expanded polystyrene is one of the 

largest pollutants of our rivers and oceans, remaining for years in our ecosystems, damaging our 

wildlife, such as turtles, fish and other animals that think of it as food. “Only with clean and healthy 

rivers and oceans, we will be able to face the climate crisis and guarantee a healthy quality of life to 

our coastal communities”. 

Finally, Daniel Salas, Minister of Health indicated that in Costa Rica there are very few alternatives for 

the management of expanded polystyrene, which is why the majority of this waste ends up in 

landfills, or in worst cases, in the environment. “It’s a material that can’t be reutilized. This is why this 

ban on import and commercialization is so important, as it will reduce the pollution caused by this 

type of waste”. 

The new amendment provides an exemption for those cases where there isn’t any environmentally 

viable use of alternative materials to guarantee product conservation and protection, as well as for 

household appliances packaging and industrial use. 

Questions: 

1. Who will have the responsibility of regulating the law? 

2. How long will the legislation go into effect? 

3. What are the largest pollutants in CR rivers – ocean? 

4. What effects produce pollutants in human beings? 
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Grammar Reference 

 

CONNECTORS: USAGE AND MEANING 

  
  
Types of Connectors  
  
Connectors show the relationship between the ideas in two clauses. There are 3 kinds 
of connectors that we use to join clauses in sentences.  They are coordinators, 
subordinators, and transitions.   
  
Coordinators are used to join two independent clauses. The coordinators are and, for, 
so, but, yet, or and nor. Usually a comma is put before the coordinator.  
  
Examples:  
  
The office is closed for the next two days, but you can still phone to leave a message.   
  
I forgot my computer disc, so I will have to hand in my assignment late.   
  
Subordinators join a dependent clause to an independent clause. Examples of 
subordinators are before, when, if, because and although. They are used before the 
dependent clause. They can be used in two positions:    
  
1) The subordinator and dependent clause can come before the independent clause 
with a comma.   
  
When the bell rang, the students ran to the sky-train station.   
  
2) The subordinator and dependent clause can come after the independent clause with 
no comma.   
  
The students ran to the sky-train station when the bell rang.  
 

 Transitions are used between two independent clauses. Examples of transitions are 

however, besides, nevertheless, and furthermore. After the first clause, use either a 

semi-colon or a period, then the transition, then a comma, and then the second clause.   

 

 Examples:  

  

The students laughed; however, the instructor was not trying to be funny. The students 

laughed. However, the instructor was not trying to be funny.  
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Jane decided to take classes during the summer. She wanted to enjoy the city in 

summer. Besides, she didn’t have enough money to go on a trip.   

  

Meanings for Connectors  

 Connectors express many different relationships between ideas. This section describes different 

purposes for connectors.  
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Exercise : Choosing Connectors  

  

In this exercise, you will choose connectors that fit both the meaning of the paragraph and the 

punctuation given. First, read the whole paragraph to get an overall understanding of the ideas. Then 

do the following:  

  

1.  Consider: a) what is the relationship between the ideas?  b) What choice/s can you use to show 

that relationship? c) Which choice/s work with the given punctuation?  

  

2.  Write the best connector in the blank.   

  

  

"Peace Prize a well-deserved honour" * 

 

Kwangari Maathai, Kenyan deputy environment minister, won the Nobel Peace Prize  win the prize; 

(1) (furthermore/ on the other hand / but) _____________, she won the prize for doing something 

wonderful – protecting the environment. Preventing environmental degradation is essential to world 

security and world peace, (2) (in contrast / so / actually) ____________ the recognition of the Nobel 

selection committee is very important. Environmentalists tend to focus on nature; (3) (as a result / 

nevertheless / in fact) ____________ , they must also recognize the importance of social justice and 

peace in protecting nature. A starving person who comes across an edible plant or animal, (4) (for 

instance / besides / instead) ________________, will not pause and wonder whether it is 

endangered. (5) (In the same way / On the contrary / If) ______________, those living without justice 

or under conditions of terror, genocide or war, must worry about survival above all. (6) (In addition / 

So / Consequently) ____________, these issues must also be addressed (7) (if / since / just as) 

__________ we are to  protect nature. Droughts, extreme weather events, expanding disease vectors 

and the scarcity of fresh water are some of the expected problems in the future. These stresses will 

create “environmental refugees” and conflicts over natural resources. (8) (When / On the contrary / 

As a consequence) ____________, Environmental security and national   

(However / Likewise / Whereas) ________________, environmental health and public health cannot 

be separated. 
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Eco-cities 

Some urban planners are designing Eco-cities, cities that are built to be environmentally friendly. For 

example, there is easy access to public transportation, so residents don’t need to own cars, and the 

community is connected by many bicycle and pedestrian walking paths. In addition, eco-cities use 

sustainable energy by incorporating solar and wind power rather than relying solely on fossil fuels. 

Eco-cities also have green space, including parks and forests that provide a natural habitat for wildlife, 

and community gardens where residents can grow fruits and vegetables. Furthermore, the buildings 

in an eco-city are constructed using ecological building materials, such as recycled materials and wood 

from certified sustainable forestry operations. By incorporating all of these features into eco-cities, 

urban planners believe we will be able to start restoring our environment so there will be something 

left for our grandchildren.  

 

1  Answer the questions. 

a) What are eco-cities? 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

 

b) How do they help conserve natural resources? 

 _______________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________ 

2 What are the pros and cons of these eco-cities? 

PROS CONS 
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3 Discussion 

a) Would you like to live in an eco-city? Why (not)? 

b) How would your life change if you moved to an eco-city? 

c) What habits would you have to abandon to live in it? 

d) What is the most ecologically correct city you know? What kind of things they do to 

keep the standard? 

e) Who should be responsible for protecting our resources – government or individuals? 

f) Do you know anyone without a care in the world? 

 

 

4 Buy me! Your friend wants to talk to you about something important, but you suspect you are not 

going to like it. Read the situation A and B, choose one and try to convince your friends. 

 

A        B 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are trying to save pandas from 

extinction. Make sure you convince 

your partner to join your cause. Use 

the expressions: 

 

It’s essential that 

is/are of utmost importance 

this is something we cannot abide 

by 

it’s vital that 

We urge you to 

There is no better demonstration of 

 

You heard that a green area near 

you home will be turned into a 

luxury condominium complex. It’s a 

beautiful project, and you are 

seriously thinking of buying an 

apartment there. Your friend, 

however, doesn’t want you to do 

that. Talk to them and use these 

expressions: 

as often as I can 

as far as  I know 

as long as I remember 

as much as I’d like to 
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4.Am I Environmentally Friendly? 
How Green Are you? 
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Speaking activity: 

Pair Work. Choose 10 questions and ask them to your partner. Take turns asking and answering in the 

Oral way.  

1. * Do you use bio-degradable cleaning products? 

2. * Do you consistently recycle all your household rubbish you can? 

3. * Do you walk short distances rather than using the car? 

4. * Do you switch your computer off over night? 

5. * Do you have a vegetable garden? 

6. * Do you avoid buying highly packaged products? 

7. * Do you intentionally buy locally produced products where possible? 

8. * Do you use a cold water cycle to wash your clothes rather than hot? 

9. * Do you reuse the other side of photocopy paper for rough prints or drafts? 

10. * Do you hang your washing out when possible rather than using the dryer? 

11. * Have you put a notice on your letterbox to stop junk mail? 

12. * Do you turn the tap off when you brush your teeth? 

13. * Do you donate good, unwanted clothes and possessions to charities? 

14. * Do you turn the lights off when you leave the room? 

15. * Do you ride a fuel efficient car? 

16. * Do you car pool when it is possible to do so? 

17. * Do you keep pockets of your home warm in the winter by keeping the doors closed? 
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18. * Do you compost you food scrapes and/or garden waste? 

19. * Do you use energy saving light bulbs? 

20. * Do you use recyclable bags for your shopping? 

21. * Do you recycle your computer print cartridges? 

22. * Do you wipe up spills with a reusable cloth rather than paper towels? 

23. * Do you reuse plastic shopping bags for other things? 

24. * Do you cook two or more meals at the same time to save power? 

25. * Do you dispose of any hazardous waste (EG paint) appropriately? 

26. * Do you switch appliances off at the wall rather than leaving them in the standby mode? 

27. * Do you choose your home appliances based on their energy efficiency rating? 

28. * Do you pass magazines on to others when you have finished reading them? 

29. * Do you keep yourself informed about issues affecting our environment? 

30. * Do you belong to an organization that actively supports green living ideals and practices? 
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Thinking Activity 

A. Read the article “ Why Build Green” and complete the charts 

 

Why Build Green? 

 

We all know that greenhouse gases are polluting our atmosphere and have the potential to drastically alter our 

climate. But did you know that 48% of greenhouse gases come from buildings? Inefficient homes need more 

and more energy to function, which puts more and more greenhouse gases into the earth’s atmosphere. A 

healthy environment has been an important part of Palm Desert’s history and we need to make sure that it is a 

part of its future. 

Green building is a set of integrated design and construction practices that 

promote the health and well-being of the building occupants, the community, 

and the environment for years to come. 

 

Save Money - Green building products and construction practices can lower 

water and energy bills, reduce maintenance costs, and reduce replacement 

requirements. 

Be Healthy - Green building encourages the use of materials, paints, finishes, 

mechanical systems, and construction methods that reduce or eliminate many 

sources of indoor air pollution. 

Live Comfortably - With smart energy design, proper insulation, and efficient heating and cooling systems, 

green building helps to ensure that your building is more comfortable. 

Reduce Maintenance - Green building guidelines go beyond local building codes to recommend methods and 

materials that result in durable homes requiring less upkeep. 

Protect The Environment - Conventional buildings needlessly consume large quantities of wood, water, fuel, 

and other materials through their construction and operation. Green building conserves these natural 

resources. 
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 "Green Building Standards" 

The new 2013 California Green Building Standards Code (CalGreen) scheduled to become effective on January 

1, 2014 covers commercial and residential construction in the public and private sectors as well as schools of all 

levels, hospitals and other public institutions. Among the new requirements under CALGreen, every new 

building in California will have to 

reduce water consumption by 20 

percent, divert 50 percent of 

construction waste from landfills and 

install low VOC materials. Separate 

indoor and outdoor water meters for 

nonresidential buildings and 

moisture-sensing irrigation systems 

for large landscape projects will be 

required. There will be mandatory 

inspections of energy systems, such 

as furnaces and air conditioners for 

nonresidential buildings over 10,000 

square feet. According to the 

California Air Resources Board, the 

mandatory provisions will reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions by 

3,000,000 metric tons by 2020. 

 

Thinking Hats 

Thinking Hats Focus Insights 

 
 
 
 
 

Facts 
 
What are the 
details and 
features of 
Green 
Building 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Feelings 
 
What do you 
feel about 
Green 
Building? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Benefits 
What are the 
benefits of 
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 Green 
Building 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Cautions 
What are the 
negative 
effects of 
Green 
Building? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Creativity 
What are new 
ideas you 
have that can 
help to 
improve 
Green 
Building 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Process 
What are the 
steps and 
solutions that 
should be 
made 
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Thinking Maps 

1. Define the context of green building with circle map 
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Thinking Maps 

 

2. Describe the qualities of green building using adjectives with bubble map 
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Thinking Maps 

 

3. Compare and contrast green building and traditional building with double-bubble map 
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CHAPTER  5 
 
Scenario: # High Tech High Touch  

Themes:  
1.Hot Apps 

2.Danger Zones in Digital World. 

3. Tech Tools for Positive Change 

4. My Future is in My Hands 

 

Linguistic Competences  

Oral Written Comprehension   

L.1. understand many television, radio, and web-based broadcasts/ announcements dealing with 
subjects of interest if the people talk clearly.  
L.2. understand when people speak at normal speed on familiar topics. There may be a need to 
repeat particular words and phrases.  
L.3. follow the main idea of audio text if the topic is familiar and the text can be replayed.  
R.1. understand factual text and simple reports on familiar topics (e.g., movie review, interviews, and 
meeting agendas).  
R.2 identify and manipulate English language sounds using knowledge in phonics, syllabification and 
word parts.  
R.3. understand clear, simple instructions with some visual support (e.g., how to use an app).  
 

 Oral and Written Production  

SI.1. ask questions about procedures.  
SI.2. start, sustain and close a conversational exchange with a peer in the classroom when the topic is 
familiar, though there may be some difficulty in understanding and being understood from time to 
time.  
SP.1. express opinions on familiar subjects and ask for others’ opinions.  
SP.2. explain and justify points of view, briefly, about the digital world.  
W.1. summarize simple text dealing with familiar subjects.  
W.2. describe applications or tech tools (e.g., apps, video games, programs, tech tools) using 
complete sentences that are connected to each other and check written paragraphs for mistakes 
(subject-verb agreement, pronoun and article agreement, capitalization, using commas, sentence 
sense, word order, text structure, concrete ideas, etc.).  
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1. Hot Apps  
Warm – Up:  Read the text and answer the questions. 

 

Social Networks 

          

 

        Since the creation of social networks, people seem to spend much time of their lives or ‘’ have a 

second life’’ on the internet, filling their social networks profiles with many info about themselves:  

daily routines, likes and dislikes, social activities, sharing point of view, varied information, posting 

photos, etc. People also get online to check their friends’ updates, talk to them, and follow or add 

artists/broadcast channels, get info about news, arts, religion, music, and so on. 

         And you? What do you do on social networks? 

1- Do you have a profile on a social network? Which one? 

2- Why do you use a social network for? 

3- What are the topics you post on your profile about? 

4- Do you like social networks? Why? 

5- Do you use only one social network or more?  

6- Do you have a favorite social network: Why? 

7- What is one thing (or things) you like about your social network profile? Why? 

 

Reading Comprehension: A Brief History of Social Media 

This reading comprehension exercise focuses on a written passage about the history of social media. 

It's followed by a list of key vocabulary relating to social networks and technology you can use to 

review what you've learned. 

Social Networks 
Do the names Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter ring a bell? They probably do because 
they are some of the most popular sites on the internet today. They're called social 
networking sites because they allow people to interact by sharing news and personal 
information, photos, videos, as well as communicate through chatting or messaging one 

https://www.thoughtco.com/who-invented-facebook-1991791
https://www.lifewire.com/top-social-networking-sites-people-are-using-3486554
https://www.lifewire.com/top-social-networking-sites-people-are-using-3486554
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another. 
There are hundreds, if not thousands of social networking sites on the internet. 
Facebook is the most popular, with about a billion people using it every day. Twitter, a 
microblogging site that limits "tweets" (short text posts) to 280 characters, is also very 
popular (President Donald Trump is especially fond of Twitter and tweets multiple times 
daily). Other popular sites include Instagram, where people share photos and videos 
they've taken; Snapchat, a mobile-only messaging app; Pinterest, which is like a giant 
online scrapbook; and YouTube, the mega-video site. 

The common thread between all of these social networks is that they provide a place 
for people to interact, share content and ideas, and stay in touch with one another. 

The Birth of Social Media  

The first social networking site, Six Degrees, launched in May 1997. Like Facebook 
today, users could create profiles and connect with friends. But in an era of dial-up 
internet connections and limited bandwidth, Six Degrees had only limited impact online. 
In the late '90s, most people didn't use the web to interact with other people. They just 
browse' the sites and took advantage of the information or resources provided. 

Of course, some people did create their own sites to share personal information or 
show off their skills. However, creating a site was difficult; you needed to know basic 
HTML coding. It certainly wasn't something most people wanted to do as it could take 
hours to get a basic page just right. That began to change with the emergence of 
LiveJournal and Blogger in 1999. Sites like these, first called "weblogs" (later shortened 
to blogs), allowed people to create and share journals online.   

Friendster and MySpace  

In 2002 a site named Friendster took the internet by storm. It was the first true social 
networking site, where people could post personal information, create profiles, connect 
with friends, and find others with similar interests. It even became a popular dating site 
for many users. The following year, MySpace debuted. It incorporated many of the 
same features as Facebook and was especially popular with bands and musicians, who 
could share their music with others for free. Adele and Skrillex are just two musicians 
who owe their fame to MySpace. 

Soon everyone was trying to develop a social networking site. The sites didn't provide 
prepackaged content to people, the way a news or entertainment site might. Instead, 
these social media sites helped people create, communicate and share what they loved 
including music, images, and videos. The key to the success of these sites is that they 
provide a platform on which users create their own content.  

YouTube, Facebook, and Beyond  

As internet connections became faster and computers more powerful, social media 
became more popular. Facebook was launched in 2004, first as a social networking site 
for college students. YouTube launched the following year, allowing people to post 
videos they made or found online. Twitter launched in 2006. The appeal wasn't just 

https://www.lifewire.com/what-exactly-is-twitter-2483331
https://www.lifewire.com/what-is-snapchat-3485908
https://www.lifewire.com/how-to-use-pinterest-3486578
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being able to connect and share with others; there was also a chance you could become 
famous. (Justin Bieber, who began posting videos of his performances in 2007 when he 
was 12, was one of YouTube's first stars).  

The debut of Apple's iPhone in 2007 ushered in the era of the smartphone. Now, people 
could take their social networking with them wherever they went, accessing their 
favorite sites at the tap of an app. Over the next decade, a whole new generation of 
social networking sites designed to take advantage of the smartphone's multimedia 
capabilities emerged. Instagram and Pinterest began in 2010, Snapchat and WeChat in 
2011, Telegram in 2013. All of these companies rely on the desire of users to 
communicate with each other, thereby creating the content that others want to 
consume.  

 

 

Key Vocabulary  

Now that you know a little about the history of social media, it's time to test your knowledge. Look at 
this list of words used in the essay and define each of them. When you're finished, use a dictionary to 
check your answers. 

social network 
to ring a bell 
site 
to interact 
content 
internet 
multimedia 
smartphone 
app 
web 
to contribute 
to browse a site 
to create 
code / coding 
blog 
to post 
to comment on 
to take by storm 
the rest was history 
platform 
to consume 
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Extra Vocabulary  

Facebook Multimedia apps hashtags 

WhatsApp text Line (video chat) 

Instagram tag hangouts 

Twitter Google apps skype 

Social apps Surf emoticons Messenger 

Interactive apps Applications  Viber – Spotify  

 

 

 

Grammar Reference  

Forming Simple Passive 

Affirmative Form Object + was / were + verb3 (past participle) 

Question Form Was / Were + Object + verb3 (past participle) ? 

 
Something was done by someone at sometime in the past. 
 

 Instagram was created as an online, photo sharing, video sharing and social networking 
service. 

 This app was designed to provide free video and phone calls, messaging and group chats for 
up 50 people. 

 
 Emoticons were designed to help make texts shorter. 

 
 Hashtags were created to help search for information. 

 
 
Note:  
Active : The teacher corrected the mistakes. 
Passive: The mistakes were corrected by the teacher. 
 
Active : Did the little boy sell all the candy bars?  
Passive: Were all the candy bars sold by the little boy? 
 
Active : Lauren didn't eat any apples.  
Passive: No apples were eaten by Lauran. 
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Active : He didn't give the wallet.  
Passive: The wallet wasn't given by him. 
 

 

Practice:  Complete the chart. Use Simple Past Passive voice sentences. 

Favorite Apps  What is it for? 

1.   

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

 

B.Rewrite the sentences in passive voice. 

1. She sang a song. - ___________________________________________________ 

2. Somebody hit me. - __________________________________________________ 

3. We stopped the bus. - ________________________________________________ 

4. A thief stole my car. - _________________________________________________ 

5. They didn't let him go. - _______________________________________________ 

6. She didn't win the prize. - _____________________________________________ 

7. They didn't make their beds. - __________________________________________ 

8. I did not tell them. - _________________________________________________ 

9. Did you tell them? - _________________________________________________ 

10. Did he send the letter? - ______________________________________________ 
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Listening 

A.Complete the chart with the information from the listening. 

 Nick  Lisa  

Favorite app   

What is it for?   

What can they do?   

Why Is it their favorite?   

 

Reading: Read the text about social networks, and answer the following questions 

1. - What is a social network?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 2. - According to the text, what do you do on twitter? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. - What three things do you do on Facebook?  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. - what is the main purpose of LinkedIn?   

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. - In your words what are Google + and Flickr for? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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There are a lot of myths about social networking. 
Firstly, Facebook, Twitter and that sort of thing are for 
kids (actually, Ofcom figures show that over 50% of the 
people on these networks are aged 35 and over). 
Secondly, it’s risky and people will steal your personal 
details (it’s no more risky than any other internet 
page). Thirdly, it is difficult and technical (it’s not). 

Social networking is a way of using your computer to 
talk to other people, exchange pictures, whatever you 
want to do. We have some articles on specific 
networks elsewhere on the WebWise site, but here are 
a few basic pointers: 

 

6. - According to your opinion, what is the importance of Social Networking  

For the society? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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This is one of the fastest-

growing networks. You follow 

people you know or in whom 

you’re interested, they follow 

you, you exchange brief text-

only messages. If you say 

something interesting, one of 

your followers might ’re-

tweet’ it, which means 

repeating it and saying who 

said it. Therefore, some of 

their followers might start to 

follow you too, and that’s how 

you meet new people. Great 

for asking quick questions. 

Unlike Twitter, you get a page on the 

web and can use this for longer bits and 

pieces. You can upload pictures, videos, 

play games, whatever you want to do. 

There are Facebook applications for 

reviewing books, reviewing films, areas 

for private messages and for more open 

discussions. This can really be your place 

on the internet if you want it to be 

A bit like a Facebook for business. This is 

a network for contacting and keeping in 

touch with work colleagues. You may 

only contact people who are a friend of 

a friend, or a friend of a friend of a 

friend, and so forth. 

There’s less scope for socializing here, 

but you can upload and share any 

pictures you want others to see. You can 

also download and sometimes use 

pictures on websites, as many people 

put them up with few copyright 

restrictions. 

It's still early days for Google's 

competitor to Facebook and Twitter, but 

the company is such a behemoth that 

it's not a good idea to count them out. 

Google+ lets you put all your 

acquaintances in separate "circles", so 

you can post something to your best 

friends that you might not want sent to 

your work colleagues. 
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Grammar Reference  

 

Example:  

 I have used Instagram, but I don’t 
really like it. 

 We have purchased a new 
computer. I think it’s much faster. 

 The class has watched YouTube 
videos to learn English. I like it 
when we do that. 

 I have been using Facebook. You 
should too. 

 You have been looking for a new 
video game to play. What do you 
suggest? 

 

 

Do you know the difference between saying I've read that book and I've been reading that book? 

The present perfect simple suggests completion while the continuous suggests something is 
unfinished. 

Use 

Both tenses are used to express that an action began in the past and is still going on or has just 

finished. In many cases, both forms are correct, but there is often a difference in meaning: We use 

the Present Perfect Simple mainly to express that an action is completed or to emphasise the result. 

We use the Present Perfect Progressive to emphasise the duration or continuous course of an action. 
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Result or duration? 

Do you want to express what has happened so far or how long an action has been going on yet? 

Present Perfect Simple Present Perfect Progressive 

Result (what / how much / how 
often)  

I have written 5 letters. / I have 
been to London twice. 

Duration (how long)  

I have been writing for an 
hour. 

Certain verbs 

The following verbs are usually only used in Present Perfect Simple (not in the progressive form). 

 state: be, have (for possession only) 

Example: We have been on holiday for two weeks. 

 senses: feel, hear, see, smell, taste, touch 

Example: He has touched the painting. 

 brain work: believe, know, think, understand 

Example: I have known him for 3 years. 

Emphasis on completion or duration? 

Do you want to emphasise the completion of an action or its continuous course (how has somebody 

spent his time)? 

Present 
Perfect Simple 

Present Perfect Progressive 

Emphasis on 
completion  
I have done 
my homework. 
(Meaning: My 
homework is 
completed 
now.) 

Emphasis on duration  
I have been doing my homework. (Meaning: That's how I have 
spent my time. It does not matter whether the homework is 
completed now.) 

 

Result or side effect? 

Do you want to express that a completed action led to a desired result or that the action had an 

unwanted side effect? 
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Present Perfect 
Simple 

Present Perfect Progressive 

desired result  
I have washed 
the car. (Result: 
The car is clean 
now.) 

unwanted side effect  
Why are you so wet? - I have been washing the car. 
(side effect: I became wet when I was washing the car. 
It does not matter whether the car is clean now.) 

Time + negation: last time or beginning of an action? 

In negative sentences: Do you want to express how much time has past since the last time the action 

took place or since the beginning of the action? 

Present Perfect Simple Present Perfect Progressive 

since the last time 

I haven't played that game 
for years. (Meaning: It's 
years ago that I last played 
that game.) 

since the beginning 

I haven't been playing that game for an 
hour, only for 10 minutes. (Meaning: 
It's not even an hour ago that I started 
to play that game.) 

Permanent or temporary? 

If an action is still going on and we want to express that it is a permanent situation, we would usually 

use the Present Perfect Simple. For temporary situations, we would prefer the Present Perfect 

Progressive. This is not a rule, however, only a tendency. 

Present Perfect Simple Present Perfect Progressive 

permanent 

James has lived in this 
town for 10 years. 
(Meaning: He is a 
permanent resident of this 
town.) 

temporary 

James has been living here for a year. 
(Meaning: This situation is only 
temporary. Maybe he is an exchange 
student and only here for one or two 
years.) 
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Signal words 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Put the verbs into the correct tense (Present Perfect Simple or Present Perfect Progressive). 

1. A: (you / play / ever) _____________________tennis?  

2. B: I (play / only) ___________________ tennis once or twice. And you?  

3. A: I (learn) ___________________- tennis for two years.  

4. B: (you / take) __________________ part in any competitions yet?  

5. A: I (participate) _________________________ in four contests this year.  

6. B: (you / win) ______________________________ any prizes so far?  

7. A: No, I (win / not) ______________________ anything yet. I'm not that good yet. (you / enter / 

ever) _______________________ a contest?  

8. B: I (swim) ___________________ for seven years and I (receive / already) _____________some 

trophies.  

 

B. Put the verbs into the correct tense (Present Perfect Simple or Present Perfect Progressive). 

1. I (play / not) ____________________ the computer for half an hour, only for about 5 minutes.  

2. Bob (drive / not) ________________________ a car for eight years.  

3. Carla (go / not) ________________________ on holiday for three years.  

4. We (run / not) _____________________ for 40 minutes yet - there are still 10 minutes left.  

5. They (smoke / not) _______________________ for 10 days now.  

6. I (eat / not) _____________________ anything since two o'clock.  

7. Anna (work / not) _________________________ here for five years, but for seven years.  

8. I (read / not) ______________________ for a long time - just 10 minutes, not more.  

9. You (cycle / not) ______________________ for two hours. It was only about one hour.  

10. Catherine (speak / not) _____________________ French for 10 years, so her French isn't very good 

now.  

 

Present Perfect Simple Present Perfect Progressive 

 how often 

 ... times 

 how long 

 since 

 for 
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Here are our top 10 tips to stay safe on social media: 

1. Use a strong password.  The longer it is, the more secure it will be. 

2. Use a nickname instead of your real name. 

3. Check your settings. 

4. Use a different password for each of your social media accounts. 

5. Set up your security answers.  This option is available for most social media sites. 

6. If you have social media apps on your phone, be sure to password protect your device. 

7. Be selective with friend requests. If you don’t know the person, don’t accept their request.  It could be 

a fake account. 
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8. Click links with caution.  Social media accounts are regularly hacked.  Look out for language or content 

that does not sound like something your friend would post. 

9. Be careful about what you share. Don’t reveal sensitive personal information ie: home address, 

financial information, phone number.  The more you post the easier it is to have your identity stolen. 

10. Become familiar with the privacy policies of the social media channels you use and customize your 

privacy settings to control who sees what. 

11. Protect your computer by installing antivirus software to safeguard.  Also ensure that your browser, 

operating system, and software are kept up to date. 

12. Remember to log off when you’re done. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written Practice: Students must give directions about how to download some applications. 

How to download apps and games from the App Store- Play Store? 

 

 

 

If there are a number of steps in your instructions, you can use the following sequence 
markers: 

First 
Then 
Next  
After that 
Finally 

Let's use some imperatives with sequence markers to show someone how to 
download an app 

First, go to the App store. 
Then, search for the app you want. 
Next, tap to download 
Finally, check the settings 
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How to update apps on iPhone and iPad – Smartphone  

 

 

 

 

 

How to disable app updates over cellular 

 

 

 

 

 

Useful Words:  Tag, open. toggle, updates, go, search, check, settings, enter, press, wait, install 

A. Answer the following questions with you own information. Use the information from the chart. 
1. How can you protect your identity on social media? 

2. What social media should not do? 

3. What are the positive effects of social media? 

4. What are the types of social media? 

5. What are the negatives of social media? 

6. Who uses social media the most? 

7. What are the negative effects of social media on youth? 
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1. Keep your personal information private. ...  

2. Set strict privacy settings. ...  

3. Don't tag or post your specific location. ...  

4. Know your friends/connections. ...  

5. Always log out of your social media. ...  

6. Use strong passwords. ...  

7. Use an internet security software suite. 

 

Having a platform to showcase 
technological savvy and creativity. 
Increased self-confidence by empowering 
introverts to express their ideas. The 
ability to create lifelong friends. 

 Facebook depression. ...  

 Cyberbullying. ...  

 Sleep deprivation. ...  

 Lower self-esteem. ...  

 Social isolation. ...  

 Poor concentration. ...  

 Decreased activity. ...  

 Internet addiction 

 

 Social networking sites. Most of us are 
familiar with social networking sites like 
Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn. ...  

 Social review sites. ...  

 Image sharing sites. ...  

 Video hosting sites. ...  

 Community blogs. ...  

 Discussion sites. ...  

 Sharing economy networks. 

1. Complaining about a specific person. ...  

2. Posting a picture without permission. ...  

3. Tagging someone in an embarrassing 
photo. ...  

4. Writing a negative post about a non-public 
figure. ...  

5. Repeatedly sending a Direct Message. 

 

41% of U.S seniors now use the social 
network. Use among U.S. teenagers is 
shrinking, from a high of 71% in 2014-15 
to 51% in spring 2018. 68% of U.S. adults 
use Facebook, most of them daily. 74% of 
U.S. women use Facebook, compared to 
62% of U.S. men 

Social media is addicting; in fact, it's more 
addicting than cigarettes. The addiction 
can lead to a variety of issues, including 
general anxiety, social anxiety, lack of self-
confidence, and even obsessive-
compulsive disorder 
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2. Danger Zones in a Digital World 
Vocabulary  

Virus:  A type of malware 
that, when executed, 
replicates itself by 
modifying other computer 
programs and inserting its 
own code 

Identify theft: identity theft 
is a crime whereby 
criminals impersonate 
individuals, usually for 
financial gain. In today's 
society, you often need to 
reveal personal bits of 
information about yourself, 
such as your social security 
number, signature, name, 
address, phone number, 
cell number or even 
banking and credit card 
information. If a thief is 
able to access this personal 
information, he or she can 
use it to commit fraud in 
your name. 

Plagiarism: the practice of 
taking someone else's work 
or ideas and passing them 
off as one's own. 
 
Copyright infringement: s 
the use of works protected 
by copyright law without 
permission for a usage 
where such permission is 
required, thereby infringing 
certain exclusive rights 
granted to the copyright 
holder, such as the right to 
reproduce, distribute, 
display or perform the 
protected work, or to make 
derivative works. 

Spam: refers to the use of 
electronic messaging 
systems to send out 
unrequested or unwanted 
messages in bulk 

Hacking generally refers to 
unauthorized intrusion into 
a computer or a network. 
The person engaged in 
hacking activities is known 
as a hacker. 

Cybebullying: 
Cyberbullying is bullying 
that takes place over digital 
devices like cell phones, 
computers, and tablets. 
Cyberbullying can occur 
through SMS, Text, and 
apps, or online in social 
media, forums, or gaming 
where people can view, 
participate in, or share 
content. Cyberbullying 
includes sending, posting, 
or sharing negative, 
harmful, false, or mean 
content about someone 
else. It can include sharing 
personal or private 
information about 
someone else causing 
embarrassment or 
humiliation. Some 
cyberbullying crosses the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malware
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quine_(computing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computer_program
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computer_program
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copyright#Scope
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copyright
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exclusive_right
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Derivative_work
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The digital landscape has put increased pressure on teenagers today, and we feel it. There are 
so many social media channels: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Snapchat, Tumblr, you name it. I 
made a conscious decision to avoid Snapchat and Instagram because of the social pressure I 
saw them putting on my 14-year-old little sister. If my mum turned off the WiFi at 11pm, my 
sister would beg me to turn my phone into a hotspot1. She always needed to load her Snapchat 
stories one more time, or to reply to a message that had come in two minutes ago because she 
didn’t want her friend to feel ignored. If I refused, saying she could respond in the morning, I’d 
get the “You’re ruining my social life” speech. Even as a teenager as well, I sometimes find this 
craze a little baffling. 
A new study has found that teenagers who engage with social media during the night could be 
damaging their sleep and increasing their risk of anxiety and depression. Teenagers spoke about 
the pressure they felt to make themselves available 24/7 and the resulting anxiety if they did 
not respond immediately to texts or posts. Teens are so emotionally invested in social media 
that a fifth of secondary school pupils will wake up at night and log on just to make sure they 
don’t miss out. Perhaps the worst thing about this is that teenagers need more sleep than 
adults do, so night-time social media use could be detrimental to their health. A lack of sleep 
can make teenagers tired, irritable, and depressed. 

During the summer holidays, I lost my phone. And for the week that I was phoneless, it felt like 
a disaster. I love my phone. It gives me quick access to information and allows me to be 
constantly looped in with my friends, to know exactly what is going on in their lives. So when I 
didn’t have my phone for a week, I felt a slight sense of FOMO, or if you’re not up to speed with 
the lingo, fear of missing out. By the end of the week, I’d got used to not having a phone and I’d 
quite enjoyed the break from social media. But there was still a lingering sense of sadness at 
the back of my mind that there would be conversations I had missed, messages that had been 
sent, funny videos shared and night-time chats that I would probably never get to see. By June 
Eric Udorie  

 1a place where a wireless Internet connection is available 

 

 

 

 

 

line into unlawful or 
criminal behavior. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Read the text and in note form write down (12p) 

a) four things teens usually use social media for.  

b) the effects of night-time social media use on teens. 

2. Complete the sentences according to the text. (24p) 

a) June kept away from a couple of social networks since …  

b) June’s sister would ask June for her phone when … 

c) It is very important for her sister to reply to every message at night so that … 

http://www.theguardian.com/society/2015/sep/11/teens-social-media-night-risk-harm-mental-health-research
http://www.theguardian.com/society/2015/sep/11/teens-social-media-night-risk-harm-mental-health-research
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fear_of_missing_out
http://www.theguardian.com/profile/june-eric-udorie
http://www.theguardian.com/profile/june-eric-udorie
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d) She would accuse June of messing up her social life whenever … 

e) For teens not being able to reply instantly to a message … 

f) Some teens are so obsessed with social media that … 

 

3. True or False? Quote from the text to justify your answers. (18p) 

a) June doesn’t understand her sister’s obsession with social media at times. 

b) Teenagers feel pressured to be constantly online.  

c) June simply hated it when she was unable to log on for a week. 

4. Identify the phrasal verb in the first paragraph and explain its meaning. (6p) 

5. What do the following mean? (10p) 

a) 24/7 

b) FOMO 

6. Find the words in the text which mean the same as (15p) 

a) greater than before (paragraph 1) 

b) exaggerated enthusiasm (paragraph 1) 

c) harmful (paragraph 2)  

d) easily annoyed (paragraph 2) 

e) connected with (paragraph 3) 

7. What do the underlined words in the text refer to? (15p) 

a) we 

b) them 

c) that 

d) this  

e) their  

 

B. Use the words below to complete the text. (16p) 
 
Social networking sites encourage us to be more (a) about our personal lives. Because intimate details 

of our lives can be (b) so easily, we often don’t use the (c) we might normally employ when talking 

about our private lives. What's more, the things we post remain (d) indefinitely. While at one moment 
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a photo of friends doing shots at a party may seem (e), the image may appear less (f) in the context of 

an employer doing a background check. While most sites allow their users to (g) who sees the things 

they've posted, such limitations are often (h).  

 

available   ●   control   ●   posted   ●   public   ●   forgotten   ●   harmless   ●   filters  ●   attractive 

 

Reading Comprehension  

Kay got another message as she was leaving for school. 

unknown number: You’re so ugly.   

She put her phone back in her pocket and set off for the bus stop. There were more 
messages every day now and it was really getting her down. She didn’t know who it was 
or why they were picking on her. It might be more than one person. They kept changing 
names. The phone beeped again. 

candybear76: freak! 

She’d always got on well with everyone and she couldn’t think why anyone would do 
this to her. Now her friends were avoiding her. Becky was the only one who’d stayed by 
her. They’d been friends since they were six. The phone beeped again. I’m not going to 
look, she thought. But what if it was Mum? She looked. It was a comment on her 
Facebook profile picture. 

princesspusheen: Stop taking photos of yourself. No one wants to look at you. Loser! 

Her heart was pounding now. She turned her phone off. She’d tried to delete the posts 
and block the user but they kept coming back with a different name. Becky thought it 
must be a hacker. Kay had sent messages to the sites telling them what was happening 
but they’d done nothing yet. 

Becky was waiting for her at the bus stop. 'Hi, Kay, are you all right? You look terrible!' 
'No, I’ve been getting those stupid messages all morning. I’ve got to do something, 
Becky. I’m starting to go mad. Do you think I should go to the police?' 'Well, you could 
try,' said Becky. 'But I heard they won’t do anything. And besides, he’s probably using 
anon.com. Hackers use that site to hide their identity so the police will never be able to 
find them. Anyway, I wanted to tell you, I think I might know who it is ...' Just then the 
bus came and they got on. 

There were lots of kids from school on the bus. Kay felt they were all looking at her. 
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Julie McGann was whispering something to her friend. They both started laughing. Kay 
and Becky sat down. 'Who is it?' asked Kay. 'Shh! He’s sitting at the back. Don’t look!' 
Kay looked around. Ollie Jones was sitting on the back seat. He was looking at his 
phone. 'But why?' asked Kay. 'Well, you did just finish with him, didn’t you?' said Becky. 
'What? We weren’t even going out,' said Kay. 'And I don’t even like him.' 'Yeah, well I 
heard he really liked you.'  
 
That day at school was terrible. When she didn’t have classes with Becky no one would 
sit next to her and everyone kept looking at her then looking away. She should have left 
her phone switched off but she didn’t. She couldn’t stop herself from looking at the 
messages. 

anookins2014: What happened to your face? This is the ugliest pic I’ve ever seen. 

pixiestar: You make me sick. 

bellatricks17: Everyone hates you!  

By lunchtime Kay couldn’t take any more. She hid in the art room. She couldn’t stop 
crying. Mrs Gibson her music teacher found her there at the end of lunch break and Kay 
told her everything. She offered to go to the police with Kay. She said they were getting 
better at finding cyberbullies now and the laws were changing too. The bell rang. It was 
time for class. 

Kay had IT next. Her class was already in the computer room, but the teacher wasn’t 
there yet. She wanted to talk to Becky but she was in the top group for computers. 
Everyone went quiet when she came in. There was only one computer left. She sat 
down at it and moved the mouse. The screen came to life. She just sat there staring at 
the images on the screen. It was a website and it was called hatekay.com. There were 
photos of Kay and her family, but they’d all been changed to make them look ugly or 
disgusting. There was one of Kay that looked like a zombie. There was even one of her 
pet dog. It looked like it was dead. Her address, phone number and emails were there 
for everyone to see and there was a message at the top of the page: 

'Like this page if you hate Kay Granger.' 

There were more than 100 likes. Her phone beeped. 

unknown number: I’m watching you. 

Kay didn’t look around. She just ran from the room and didn’t stop running until she got 
home. She didn’t go back to school that week. She kept her phone switched off and she 
couldn’t even look at her computer. Becky called a few times but Kay didn’t want to see 
anyone. On Monday Mum told her that Mrs Gibson had contacted the police and they 
thought they’d found the bully. Kay decided to go and tell Becky. 

Becky was in her bedroom doing homework on her computer. She looked surprised to 
see Kay. They talked for a while, but Kay got the feeling Becky didn’t want her there. 
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Then there was a knock at the door. It was Becky’s mum. She looked very worried. 
'Becky, can you come downstairs now?' Kay started to get up too. 'Could you wait here, 
please, Kay?' Becky’s mum smiled nervously at Kay. What was going on? 

Kay waited, but ten minutes later Becky hadn’t come back. Then her computer started 
beeping. She was getting messages. Kay couldn’t help herself. She tapped a key and the 
screen came to life. She couldn’t believe what she was seeing. There were lots of photos 
of Ollie Jones. Some of them had kisses all around them. There was one of Becky and 
Ollie. It looked like a selfie. There was a message blinking at the bottom of the screen. 
Kay clicked on it and a webpage opened up. It was anon.com. It was Becky’s home page. 
Just then the door opened. It was Becky’s mum. She’d been crying. There was someone 
standing behind her. 'Kay, this policewoman would like to talk to you.'  

Brendan Dunne 

 

A.Match the vocabulary with the correct definition  
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B. Check your understanding: true or false  Circle True or False for these sentences 

 

 

According to the reading. Write the word to fill the gaps. 

Kay had always got ___________well with everyone and she couldn't think why anyone would do this 

to her.  

There were more messages every day now and it was getting her ____________. 

'Stop taking photos _____________ yourself. No one wants to look at you. Loser!'  

Kay didn't know who it was or why they were picking ________________ her.  

Becky was waiting ____________________her at the bus stop.  

'I've got to do something, Becky. I'm starting to __________________ mad 'Ollie Jones?' 'Well, you 

did just finish with him, didn't you?' said Becky. 'What? We weren't even going  

_________________________ ,' said Kay.  

Mrs Gibson said the police were getting better ____________________finding cyberbullies.  
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Becky was in her bedroom doing homework ___________________her computer.  

There was a photo of Becky and Ollie. It looked _________________ a selfie 
 

 

 

THE DISCUSSION ON SOCIAL NETWORKING 

STUDENT A's QUESTIONS (Do not show these to Student B.) 

(1) What springs to mind when you hear the term ‘social networking’? 

(2) Hasn’t social networking been a part of human society for tens of thousands of years? 

(3) Have you joined any social networking sites? Are they fun? 

(4) Are social networking sites for people who aren’t good at meeting people face to face? 

(5) What’s the best social networking site? 

(6) Should companies ban their employees from using social networking sites at work? 

(7) What new features would you like to see on social networking sites? 

(8) Do you think social networking could really be called “social networking’? 

(9) Have you ever tried to find friends on a social networking site? 

(10) Do you think your country’s leader has a page on a social networking site? What do you think it 
might contain? 

STUDENT B's QUESTIONS (Do not show these to Student A.) 

(1) What is social networking? 

(2) What are the pros and cons of social networking? 

(3) Are social networking sites dangerous? 

(4) Are you good at networking face to face? 

(5) Isn’t social networking just a fancy name for meeting people and keeping in touch? 

(6) Should children be allowed to use social networking sites? 

(7) Is it possible that social networking sites make people lonelier? 

(8) Which sites of famous people would you like to join? 

(9) Would you prefer to meet new people at a party or online? 

(10) Are social networking sites changing our daily behaviour? 

 

 



 

195 
 

Grammar Reference  

 

Example: If I were you, I would be aware of online predators. 

Practice: put the verb into the correct tense:  

1. If I _________________ (be) you, I _________________ (get) a new job.  

2. If he _________________ (be) younger, he _________________ (travel)  

more.  

3. If we _________________ (not / be) friends, I _________________ (be)  

angry with you.  

4. If I _________________ (have) enough money, I _________________ (buy)  

a big house.  

5. If she _________________ (not / be) always so late, she _________________  

(be) promoted.  

6. If we _________________ (win) the lottery, we _________________ (travel)  

the world.  
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7. If you _________________ (have) a better job, we _________________ (be)  

able to buy a new car  

8. If I _________________ (speak) perfect English, I _________________  

(have) a good job.  

9. If we _________________ (live) in Mexico, I _________________ (speak)  

Spanish.  

10. If she _________________ (pass) the exam, she _________________ (be)  

able to enter university. 

 

Speaking Activity  
 
Pair Work: Work with a partner and answer. 
 
 What if you have to sacrifice yourself for the sake of saving your mother? What would you do?  
 If you could live perfectly well without sleeping, if you had no need to sleep at all, how would you 

spend all your nights?  
 If you could be married with a foreign (man/woman), how do you think your life would change?  
 If you had a chance to choose a poor (man/woman) as a (husband/wife) from your culture or a 

rich (man/woman) from another culture, which would you choose?  
 If you got into traffic accident, what would you do first?  
 If you could be God, what would you do for humanity?  
 If you could receive praise from a person, what person would it be? 

 What kind of praise would you like to receive? 
 If you were a color, what color would you be and why?  
 If you were a fruit, what fruit would you be and why?  
 If you had a time machine and you could be transported to any time, the past or the future. What 

time would you choose?  
 If you could ask an All-Knowing Being one question about life, what would it be?  
 If you could have dinner with anyone (dead or alive), who would you choose, and why?  
 If you could live forever on earth as it is now, would you? Why or why not?  
 If you could have a free chip put in your brain so that you would automatically be able to speak 

and understand another language besides English, which language would it be and why?  
 What would you do if your son- daughter suffered cyberbullying? 
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WORKSHEET:  Setting the Scene 
 
Copy and cut out the cards below, and give one pack of cards to each pair/group of students. If your 
students are teenagers, ask them to imagine themselves in each situation and discuss what they 
would do. If your students are adults, ask them to imagine their own children, or a teenager they 
know, in each situation. Students should note down the card numbers along with at least one 
suggestion for how to deal with each scenario. 
 
Card 1 

1 
One of your social networking ‘friends’, whom you haven’t actually met, asks 
for your address and telephone number so you can meet up in real life. 
 

What do you do? 

 
 
Card 2 
You have been exchanging private messages on a social networking site with a friend you haven’t 
met. He is the same age as you and has similar interests. He sends you a new photo of himself, and 
asks you to send him a new photo of yourself. 
What do you do? 
 
Card 3 
A real-life friend of yours has hundreds of contacts on her social networking page. She offers to share 
these friends with you, so that you can have more friends yourself. 
What do you do? 
 
Card 4 
A friend posts a message on your page on a social networking site, saying (in your language): “Hey, 
look at this bad stuff people are saying about you!”, with a link. 
What do you do?  
 
Card 5 
You have created a social networking profile called ‘sexygirl1985’ (or ‘sexyboy1985’). Strangers are 
now sending you messages which make you feel uncomfortable. 
What do you do? 
 
 
 
Card 6 
You have been chatting online for several weeks via webcam with somebody you met in a virtual 
world months ago. One day he asks you to take your shirt off, and says that if you do he will buy you 
the new jeans you have been talking about. 
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What do you do? 
 
Card 7 
At a recent party, your friend took some photos of you that you don’t like, and he has now put them 
on his social networking page, tagged with your name. 
What do you do? 
 
Card 8 
Your friends are talking about a new website where you can post photos and chat to others. When 
you go to sign up yourself, you see that the website wants a picture of you, your email address, your 
home address and your mobile phone number. 
What do you do? 
 
Card 9 
Some of your friends have been posting cruel comments about a teacher in your school on their pages 
on a social networking site. You don’t particularly like the teacher, but you don’t think he is that bad. 
What do you do?  
 
Card 10 
A girl in your class has started sending you nasty mobile phone text messages. She says if you tell 
anybody, she will make your life hell at school. 
What do you do?  
 
 
Card 11 
Your friend plans to set up an online group called ‘Let’s burn down the school!’ and invite school 
friends to join it. He thinks it will be a funny joke. 
What do you do?  
 
Card 12 
Someone has been posting unpleasant messages to a social networking page with your username. 
You don’t know who it is. 
What do you do? 
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3. Tech Tools for Positive Change 
 

 

Warm – up: Read  

A. Discuss 

 What do you know about social networking (SN) sites? 

 Are you member of an SN site? 

 What do you use it for? 

B. Read the texts A-D. What is each person’s opinion about SN sites? It is positive, negative both? 
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Vocabulary:                                                                    

Social network is a website that allows people with similar interests to come together 

and share information, photos and videos 

A website is a collection of publicly accessible, interlinked Web pages that share a single 

domain name. Websites can be created and maintained by an individual, group, 

business or organization to serve a variety of purposes. Together, all publicly accessible 

websites constitute the World Wide Web.  A website is also known as a web presence. 

 

A storyboard is a graphic organizer in the form of illustrations or images displayed in 

sequence for the purpose of pre-visualizing a motion picture, animation, motion graphic 

or interactive media sequence. 

Audacity is a free and open-source digital audio editor and recording application 

software, available for Windows, macOS/OS X and Unix-like operating systems. 

Google is a search engine that can be employed to find a variety of information such as 

websites, pictures, maps or even just the answer to the crossword clue that’s been 

driving you mad all morning! 

Dropbox Basic helps you keep all your most important—and irreplaceable—files safe: 

File sync: Back up anything by storing it in the Dropbox folder on your computer. 

YouTube is a website designed for sharing video. Millions of users around the world 

have created accounts on the site that allow them to upload videos that anyone can 

watch 

Prezi is a web-based tool for creating presentations (called prezis for short). It's similar 

to other presentation software like Microsoft PowerPoint, but it offers some unique 

features that make it a good alternative. 

Movie Maker is a software that allows you to create and edit videos. This program is 

manufactured by Microsoft Windows and is available for free. Movie Maker is non-

linear editing software, which means that the original file that was placed on your hard 

drive will not be modified in any way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.prezi.com/
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Listening Activity  

Be Social-Network Smart 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PrJ1IWRiWt8) 

 
Watch the video and do the tasks. 
1. Answer the questions. 

A) Do you use social networks? 
B) What social networks do you use? 
C) What are you usually up to in social networks? 
D) Can a social network be dangerous? Why? 

 
2. Give the English equivalents to the words. Make up sentences with them. 

Word list: log in, watch out, hang around, post, to be up to, share. 
1) connect to a computer system  – _____________________; 
2)  associate with – __________________; 
3) give your photos, posts and other info to other people online  – 

_____________; 
4) be careful with – _________________; 
5) to set some info online – __________________; 
6) to be going to do  __________________. 

 
3. Match the information below to the proper column. 

What you CAN do in a social 
network 

What you MUSTN’T do in a 
social network 

What you SHOULD do in a 
social network 

__________________________
___ 
__________________________
___ 
__________________________
___ 
__________________________
___ 
__________________________
___ 
__________________________
___ 
__________________________
___ 
__________________________
___ 
 

__________________________
___ 
__________________________
___ 
__________________________
___ 
__________________________
___ 
__________________________
___ 
__________________________
___ 
 
__________________________
___ 
__________________________
___ 

__________________________
___ 
__________________________
___ 
__________________________
___ 
__________________________
___ 
__________________________
___ 
__________________________
___ 
__________________________
___ 
__________________________
___ 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PrJ1IWRiWt8
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        connect to people,  
 tell people when you are going on vacation,  
 share your photos,  
 share information with people you don’t know online,  
 listen to favourite songs,  
 tell jokes,  
 post info that may compromise your reputation,  
 set some limits on using social networks,  
 see what your friends are up to,  
 post personal information,  
 post information you wouldn’t like to see in news or in 

newspapers,  
 be picky in choosing your online friends, 
 let your online life get the better of your real life. 
 

4. Are you social-network smart? 
5. Have you ever done anything online that was not safe? 
6. Say what rules of Internet safety are violated in the pictures. 
Word list: posting compromising info, telling jokes, Internet bullying, telling online you aren’t at 
home, sharing your photos, Internet blackmailing. 

 

1)                                               2)         
 
_______________________                                                       ________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

2) )                                                         4)  
 

______________________                                 ___________________________ 
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Reading: Read the text and answer the questions below. 

 

Google 

 
The Googleplex: Google's headquarters in 
California  

You know that you're doing something big 
when your company name becomes a verb. Ask Xerox. In 1959 they created the first 
plain paper copy machine. It was one of the most successful products ever. The 
company name Xerox grew into a verb that means "to copy," as in "Bob, can you Xerox 
this for me?" Around 50 years later, the same thing happened to Google. Their company 
name grew into a verb that means "to do an internet search." Now everyone and their 
grandma knows what it means to Google it.  

Unlike Xerox, Google wasn't the first company to invent their product, not by a long 
shot. Lycos released their search engine in 1993. Yahoo! came out in 1994. Altavista 
began serving results in 1995. Google did not come out until years later, in 1998. 
Though a few years difference may not seem like much, this is a major head-start in the 
fast moving world of tech. So how did Google do it? How did they overtake their 
competitors who had such huge leads in time and money? Maybe one good idea made 
all the difference.  

There are millions and millions of sites on the internet. How does a search engine know 
which ones are relevant to your search? This is a question that great minds have been 
working on for decades. To understand how Google changed the game, you need to 
know how search engines worked in 1998. Back then most websites looked at the 
words in your query. They counted how many times those words appeared on each 
page. Then they might return pages where the words in your query appeared the most. 
This system did not work well and people often had to click through pages and pages of 
results to find what they wanted.  

Google was the first search engine that began considering links. Links are those blue 
underlined words that take you to other pages when you click on them. Larry Page, 
cofounder of Google, believed that meaningful data could be drawn from how those 
links connect. Page figured that websites with many links pointing at them were more 
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important than those that had few. He was right. Google's search results were much 
better than their rivals. They would soon become the world's most used search engine.  

It wasn't just the great search results that led to Google becoming so well-liked. It also 
had to do with the way that they presented their product. Most of the other search 
engines were cluttered. Their home pages were filled with everything from news stories 
to stock quotes. But Google's homepage was, and still is, clean. There's nothing on it but 
the logo, the search box, and a few links. It almost appears empty. In fact, when they 
were first testing it, users would wait at the home page and not do anything. When 
asked why, they said that they were, "waiting for the rest of the page to load." People 
couldn't imagine such a clean and open page as being complete. But the fresh design 
grew on people once they got used to it.  

These days Google has its hands in everything from self-driving cars to helping humans 
live longer. Though they have many other popular products, they will always be best 
known for their search engine. The Google search engine has changed our lives and our 
language. Not only is it a fantastic product, it is a standing example that one good idea 
(and a lot of hard work) can change the world. 

 

 

Questions: 

1. Which event happened last? 

a. Google released their search engine. 
b. Lycos released their search engine. 
c. Xerox released their copy machine. 
d. Yahoo! released their search engine. 
 

2. Which statement would the author of this text most likely DISAGREE with? 

a. Google's success may not have been possible without Larry Page. 

b. Part of Google's success is due to the design of their homepage. 
c. Google wasn't the first search engine, but it was the best. 
d. Google succeeded by following examples of others in their field. 
 
3. Which best expresses the main idea of the THIRD paragraph? 

a. Older search engines used unreliable methods to order results. 
b. Many smart people have worked on search engines over the years. 
c. There are lots and lots of websites connected to the internet. 
d. Google created a better way to organize search results. 
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4. What is the author's main purpose in writing this article? 

a. To discuss how companies can influence language over time 
b. To persuade readers to use Google for internet searches 
c. To explain how Google overtook its rivals 
d. To compare and contrast Google and Xerox 
 

5. Which statement would the author most likely AGREE with? 

a. Google changed the world by solving an old problem in a new way. 
b. Google was the world's first and best search engine. 
c. Google became successful because its founders were well-connected. 
d. Google's other products are now more important to its success than search. 
 

6. Which best expresses the main idea of the FOURTH paragraph? 

a. Larry Page contributed to the internet by inventing the link. 
b. Larry Page's ideas about links helped Google get to the top. 
c. Links allow people to surf from one website to the next. 
d. Google is a website that serves important links to users. 
 

7. Which best explains why the author discusses Xerox in this text? 

a. He is discussing big companies that came before Google. 
b. He is showing how companies can affect our language. 
c. He is explaining how companies must change with the times. 
d. He is comparing and contrasting Google and Xerox. 
 

8. How did Google improve search quality in 1998? 

a. They studied the relationships of links. 
b. They counted how many times queries appeared on each page. 
c. They looked more closely at the words in search queries. 
d. They linked to more pages. 
 
9. Which was cited in the text as a reason why Google became so popular? 

a. Google provided catchy news stories on their homepage. 
b. Google provided useful stock quotes on their homepage. 
c. Google's homepage was clean. 
d. All of these reasons 
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10. Which title best expresses the author's main purpose in writing this text? 

a. A Better Way: How Google Rose to the Top 
b. Search Engines: A Short History of Important Tools 
c. Xerox Vs. Google: Battle of the Titans 
d. Search Engines: How They Work and Why They're Important 
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 Written Production 
 
A. Here are some abbreviations often used when texting and messaging. Can you fill in the missing 
meanings? 
RUOK? ………………………………………………………………………….. 
CUL8R…………………………………………………………………………….. 
CU@6 ……………………………………………………………………………. 
2DAY …………………………………………………………………………….. 
2MORROW …………………………………………………………………….. 
H8 ………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
Can you interpreter these messages? 
 
 
WHERE RU 2DAY? MUST TLK 2U. HOPE 2 CU @ PARTY 2NIGHT  
RUOK? SAM ASAP 
 
 
DO U WANT 2 COME 2 T 2NIGHT? TLK 2U L8R. B4N. LOL 
 
 
Write a note and pass it to a classmate . See how many abbreviations you can use. Your classmate has 
to send you your note back with a reply. 
U  YOU     TLK  TALK 
R  ARE     ILU  I LOVE YOU 
C  SEE     LUL  LOVE YOU LOTS 
B  BE     SAM  SEND A MESSAGE 
2  TO, TOO    KIT  KEEP IN TOUCH 
4  FOR     ASAP  AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
@  AT     B4N  BYE FOR NOW 
GR8  GREAT                  FYI  FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
L8R  LATER     BTW  BY THE WAY 
PLS  PLEASE    (((H))) A BIG HUG 
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4. My Future is in My Hands  

Best Technology Jobs 

We use technology more than ever these days to stay connected to our friends and family, get up to 

date on the latest and greatest happenings in our world and sometimes just to pass the time. With all 

the computers, tablets, smartphones and other high-tech devices our society is dependent on, we 

need the skills of professionals in technology jobs to make our obsession with tech possible. U.S. 

News' Best Technology Jobs of 2019 are high-paying jobs 

1.  

Software Developer 

#1 in Best Technology Jobs 

Software developers need to be innovative, creative and, of course, technical in order to succeed in 

this field. They might write new code or fix bugs in code to make it work better.  

2.  

https://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/software-developer
https://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/software-developer
https://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/computer-systems-analyst
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Computer Systems Analyst 

#2 in Best Technology Jobs 

Computer systems analysts must have a diverse skill set. The position requires information technology 

and business knowledge. These analysts custom design computer systems and processes for clients.  

3.  

IT Manager 

#3 in Best Technology Jobs 

Our increasingly digital workplace demands more IT managers, who coordinate computer-related 

activities for an organization. Duties include analyzing and recommending computer needs, installing 

and maintaining computer hardware and software, securing an office’s network and electronic 

documents and searching for new technologies and upgrade opportunities.  

 

4.  

 

Information Security Analyst 

#4 in Best Technology Jobs 

https://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/computer-systems-analyst
https://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/it-manager
https://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/information-security-analyst
https://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/it-manager
https://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/information-security-analyst
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As concern about cybersecurity grows, so does the demand for information security analysts. It is the 

duty of these professionals to prepare and carry out security measures that protect a company’s 

computer networks and systems.  

5.  

Database Administrator 

#5 in Best Technology Jobs 

While the pronunciation of the word “data” always seems to be up for debate, the importance of 

protecting said data is not. Database administrators set up databases according to a company’s 

requirements, in addition to maintaining its operations and implementing the appropriate security 

measures.  

6.  

Web Developer 

#6 in Best Technology Jobs 

Web developers use code to create everything you see on your favorite websites, from the special 

effects to the search functionality.  

https://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/database-administrator
https://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/web-developer
https://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/database-administrator
https://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/web-developer
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7.  

Computer Network Architect 

#7 in Best Technology Jobs 

If you've ever saved something to the cloud, then you've depended on the handiwork of a computer 

network architect. These professionals design, build and maintain a variety of data communication 

networks, from expansive cloud infrastructures to smaller intranets.  

Computer Systems Administrator 

#8 in Best Technology Jobs 

Computer systems administrators perform duties ranging from identifying and fixing network issues 

to updating equipment and software.  

9.  

https://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/computer-network-architect
https://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/network-and-computer-systems-administrator
https://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/computer-network-architect
https://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/network-and-computer-systems-administrator
https://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/computer-support-specialist
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Computer Support Specialist 

#9 in Best Technology Jobs 

A computer support specialist’s job is a combination of customer service and troubleshooting. These 

specialists help computer owners and users troubleshoot and fix problems.  
 

 
#10 in Best Technology Jobs 

Computer programmers write the code that allows software programs to run. So just like a boss tells 

an employee what to do, a programmer tells a computer what to do. 
 

Question:  

Which careers do you like the most? And why? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

https://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/computer-support-specialist
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Reading 

The future of computer games? 

 

The Facebook owned Oculus Rift is the first of a next generation of Virtual Reality headsets based on 
technology made cheap enough because of the popularity of smart phones, could become the future 
of all computer gaming. 

Oculus VR have made some special development kits which are for computer game makers to use to 
help make new games. Some industry experts  think that a second development kit may be 
announced as soon as late March at the Game Developers Conference.  

With the Occulus Rift you will be able to play many new computer games such as Left 4 Dead, Half-
Life 2, Portal 2, Skyrim, Mirror’s Edge,  Unreal Tournament 3, Dear Esther and DiRT2.  

 

People can connect the Occulus Rift to their computer or games console and play games standing up 
or sitting down. People who have used the headset say that a short demo game to show how the 
headset will work felt as though they were in another world. Also that the game can become part of 
your reality because your subconscious mind can become involved in the virtual reality as well as your 
conscious mind.   

You can wear your own headphones and it has special lenses in case you need to wear glasses. 

http://www.gdconf.com/
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The final version for everyone may be a year away and there are many improvements that will need 

to be made before it is ready for the consumer market. Nobody is certain about the price, but people 

think it will cost about 250 to 300 US dollars. 

True, false or not given? 

1. Facebook own Oculus Rift. 

2. Facebook paid one billion dollars to buy Oculus rift. 

3. Oculus Rift owes its development to smart phone technology. 

4. You can play computer games standing up with it. 

5. People who used the Oculus Rift felt that they were in another world. 

6. Some people who played games with it felt sick. 

7. The Oculus Rift is finished and ready. 

8. Many people think it will cost less than $300 
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Apple Watch 

 
Pressing the crown wheel 

To be released in early 2015 is the Apple Watch, not called as you might expect the iwatch, will probably see many 

people stop using their smart phone as much, but soon start using a smart watch. 

There will be three different styles of Apple Watch to choose from in two sizes each. 

 
Which style do you prefer? 

The crown wheel on the watch is a circular button on the side which is pressed and turned to use the watch, and 

under that is another button that you press to talk to people, called the talk button. 

 
Crown wheel and talk button on the side 

When you have a message or social media updates the strap will vibrate in different ways. The watch on the back 

has some sensors and knows how much exercise you are doing, your heart rate and how many calories you have 

burned, the idea is to help people live a healthier lifestyle. 
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The watch is said to be very accurate as it checks the time against global time and always changes the time wherever 

you are by using GPS. The battery life is said to probably be about a day, so it will need to be charged every night. 

As well as this you can of course make phone calls on the watch, send texts, emails, and you can use it to buy things, 

with a built-in payment system connected to your credit card. It also works to control the music on your iphone or 

see what your iphone camera sees.  

The retail price is expected to be about $349 US dollars. 

True, False or Not Given? 

 
1. The talk button is on the side of the watch. 

2. You will have to set the time yourself. 

3. The watch has a camera. 

4. The watch knows how much exercise you are doing. 

5. The watch will be released in March 2015. 

6. The watch isn’t very accurate. 

7. You can buy things with the watch. 

8. The watch will cost 500 dollars. 

Discussion 

 Would you like to own an Apple Watch? 

 What style of Apple watch would you buy? 

 Do you think that your parents would like one? 

 Do you think it’s too expensive? 

 Would you use it for sport? 

 Do you think many people will have one or will they be unpopular? 

 Do you think more people will buy them in the USA, or more people will buy them in your 

country? 
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Vocabulary exercise  

Complete the paragraph with the words below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Instagram is a free mobile (1)_________________ to upload photos and videos. Its users also can 

apply (2)______________________ effects like filters, frames, and (3)____________________, share 

their photographs on other social networks like Facebook, Tumblr, Flickr and Twitter.  

Instagram’s (4)_______________ are Kevin Systrom and Mike Krieger. They created it in San Francisco 

and it was launched in App Store in October, 2010. Originally it was an application for Iphones 

(5)________________ but in 2012 they launched a version for Android and in 2013 for Windows 

Phone.  

Since its version 4.0 you (6)_______________ upload one-minute-length videos.  

In january 2011, Instagram added hashtags to help its users to find photos that others users shared 

about the same (7)____________________.  

On 12th December of the same year, they created Instagram Direct which is a way of 

(8)______________ direct and private messages with photographs and videos, (9)________________ 

(10)________________ Facebook Inbox. 

named 
that 
launched 
since 
sending 
subject 
lately 
exactly   
active 
for 
photographic 
because of 
application 
only 
can 
come from 
allows 
nowadays 
matters 
authors 
like (x2)  
influential 
controversial 
 

https://es.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Kevin_Systrom&action=edit&redlink=1
https://es.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mike_Krieger&action=edit&redlink=1
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In April 2012, Facebook bought Instagram for approximately US$1 billion in cash and stock. Many of 

the app new features (Instragram Stories, for example) (11)________________ the competition that 

exists between Facebook owner and Snapchat owners. 

In August 2016, Instagram (12)___________________ Instagram Stories, a feature which 

(13)_____________ users to take photos and add them to their Instagram story for only 24 hours. 

Instagram Stories it was (14)__________________ (15)________________ its similarity to Snapchat.  

Since last November you can add live videos to your Instagram Stories (16)______________ disappear 

at the end of them. (17)______________ April 2017 you can add to your stories stickers and face 

filters. 

In 2010, Instagram had 10 million users. (18)________________ it has over 700 million active users. In 

Argentina, 31% of the (19)___________________ users are from 16 to 24 years old and 33% are from 

25 to 34.  

The app was (20)_____________ “one of the most (21)_________________ social networks in the 

world” but also is criticized on several (22)_________________ (23)_______________ censorship 

towards women. In May, 2017 a survey in the United Kingdom concluded that Instagram was bad 

(24)____________ young mental health. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

A.  Match the idioms to their meanings. 

 

1. Blow a fuse 

2. Get / have our wires crossed 

3. Not rocket science  

4. On the same wavelength 

5. Re-invent the wheel 

6. Up and running 

7. Hit the panic button 

 

 

 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

       

Technology Related Idioms 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_dollar
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a) Ready to use 

b) To react rapidly or by taking emergency precautions. 

c) To get angry 

d) To think similarly or to have the same ideas and opinions. 

e) Something is easy to understand or do 

f) To waste time doing something that has already been done effectively 

g) To misunderstand someone 

 

B. Choose idioms from exercise 1 and place them in the     sentences below. 

Put the verb in the correct tense where necessary.  

 

1. I dropped Bettina’s phone today. She _________________ and yelled at me. 

2. After a good service, my car is finally ________________ again. 

3. All you have to do is connect the red wire to the green one! It’s 

_______________________________.  

4. My friend and I agreed to meet at seven o’clock but he showed up at eight. We must have 

_______________________________. 

5. Calm down! It’s just a fly. There’s no need to __________________________ 

I’m so confused. My teacher and I _______________________________.
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Noun Phrases 

Noun-a word that names a person, place, thing, or idea 

Noun Phrase-a noun and any words in the sentence that modify it; words that can 

modify nouns include articles (a, an, the); adjectives; participles; and possessive 

pronouns 

A noun phrase can be a single word-just the noun-or more than one word. 

Noun phrases can function in several different ways in a sentence. Some of the most 

common functions of noun phrases are listed below. 

1. A noun phrase can be a subject: 

2. A noun phrase can be a direct object: 

3. A noun phrase can be the object of a preposition: 

4. A noun phrase can be an indirect object: 
Examples of Noun Phrases: 

a yellow house a skateboard the glistening snow 

Each of these phrases contains a noun (house, board, snow). The other words modify 

the noun. 

Examples of noun phrase as subject: The yellow house is for sale.  

The glistening snow covered the field. 

Examples of noun phrase as direct object: I want a skate board.  

Should we buy the yellow house? 

Examples of noun phrase as object of preposition: Jeff rode on a skate board.  

Karen lives in the yellow house. 

Example of noun phrase as indirect object: Lisa gave the little boy a candy. 
 

http://www.softschools.com/examples/grammar/nouns_examples/49/
http://www.softschools.com/examples/grammar/subjects_examples/62/
http://www.softschools.com/examples/grammar/direct_objects_examples/58/
http://www.softschools.com/examples/grammar/object_of_the_preposition_examples/60/
http://www.softschools.com/examples/grammar/indirect_objects_examples/77/
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A. Identify the noun clauses in the following sentences. 

1. I hope to win the first prize. 

2. I tried to solve the puzzle. 

3. Did you enjoy reading this book? 

4. The boy wants to go home. 

5. Horses prefer living in dark stables. 

6. The accused refused to answer the question. 

7. The boy denied stealing the money. 

8. To write such rubbish is disgraceful. 

9. I dislike having to punish my kids. 

10. I will hate to do such a thing. 



 

224 
 

 

CHAPTER  6 
Scenario: What Comes Next? Themes:  

1.Pass or Fail? 

2.College or Career? 

3. Study Here or Abroad? 

4. Getting By or Getting Ahead? 

 

Linguistic Competences  

 Oral Written Comprehension   

L.1. understand when people speak at normal speed on familiar topics. There may be a 
need to repeat particular words and phrases.  
L.2. follow the main idea of audio text if the topic is familiar and the text can be replayed.  
R.1. understand factual text and simple reports on familiar topics (e.g., interviews).  
R.2. manipulate English language sounds using knowledge in phonics, syllabification and 
word parts.  
R.3. use key words, diagrams, and illustrations to support reading comprehension.  
R.4. understand texts of various lengths as long as the words used are familiar and/or 
concern areas of student interest.  
 

 Oral and Written Production  

SI.1. interview others if the questions have been prepared beforehand. Sometimes, can 
pose a further question without having to pause very long to formulate the question.  
SI.2. sustain a conversational exchange with a peer in the classroom when the topic is 
familiar, though there may be some difficulty in understanding and being understood 
from time to time  
SP.1. describe personal goals and intentions.  
SP.2. express and ask for others´ opinions and needs on familiar subjects.  
SP.3. explain and justify points of view, assumptions, and future plans, briefly.  
W.1. summarize simple text dealing with familiar subjects.  
W.2. write a report on an important personal experience (e.g., graduating from school, 
getting interviewed, and choosing a career) and check written summaries and reports to 
look for mistakes (subject-verb agreement, pronoun and article agreement, 
capitalization, using commas, sentence sense, word order, text structure, concrete 
ideas, etc.).  
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1. Pass or Fail? 
Match these words with the definitions 1–8. 

assignment   course   lecture   notes   research   term   tutor   tutorial 

 

1 a piece of work that you have to do as part of your studies ____________________ 

2 a lesson where a small group of students discuss something with a teacher 

_______________ 

3 a lesson where a large group of people listen to an expert talking about a subject 

___________ 

4 a period of time that the school year is divided into _________________________ 

5 the study of something to discover new facts ___________________________ 

6 a teacher at university __________________________ 

7 a series of lessons in a subject _____________________ 

8 things that you write down to help you to remember ________________________ 

3 Read the text and pay attention to the words in bold. Decide if each word is a noun or a 

verb and what you think the meaning is.  

Most students at university are undergraduates. They are studying to get a degree. There 

is usually continuous assessment of the students’ coursework and assignments. The tutor 

gives a grade or mark for each piece of work. Students usually have to take exams too. 

Before each exam, students need to revise their notes. If you fail an exam, you normally 

resit the exam another day. Of course, you usually fail automatically if you cheat. When 

you pass your final exams, you graduate. 
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GRAMMAR REFERENCE  

 

Examples: We won’t be able to get into the university if we don’t pass the FARO test. 

If I graduate from high school, I will try to get a job soon. 

Practice: Put the verbs in brackets into the gaps. Form a Conditional sentence – type I. 

Only use the will-future in the main clauses. 

1. If I _________________ to study), I _________________(to pass) the exams.  

2. If the sun________________  (to shine), we _________________(to walk) into town.  

3. If he _____________________(to have) a temperature, he 

_______________________(to see) the doctor.  

4. If my friends __________________________(to come), I 

_______________________(to be) very happy.  

5. If she _________________(to earn) a lot of money, she 

______________________(to fly) to New York.  

6. If we _________________(to travel) to London, we _____________________(to 

visit) the museums.  

7. If you ___________________________(to wear) sandals in the mountains, you 

__________________ (to slip) on the rocks.  

8. If Rita ______________________( to forget) her homework, the teacher 

______________(to give) her a low mark.  

9. If they __________________________(to go) to the disco, they 

_______________________(to listen) to loud music.  

10. If you ____________________(to wait) a minute, I _________________ to ask) my 

parents.  
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Written Production. 

A. Write 5 conditional sentences by using the “Useful Vocabulary” 

1. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

2. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

3. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

4. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

5. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Useful Vocabulary:  

 to attend classes: to go to classes 
 bachelors degree: an undergraduate course which usually lasts 3-4 years 
 boarding school: a school where pupils live during term time 
 distance learning: a way of studying where tuition is carried out over the Internet 

or by post 
 face-to-face classes: as opposed to distance learning the traditional way of 

studying in a classroom with colleagues and a teacher 
 to fall behind with your studies: to progress less quickly than others 
 to give feedback: to offer guidance on a student’s work 
 a graduation ceremony: an event where a successful student receives his or her 

academic degree 
 higher education: education, usually in a college or university, that is followed 

after high school or secondary school 
 an intensive course: a course that offers lots of training in order to reach a goal in 

as short a time as possible 
 to keep up with your studies: to not fall behind 
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 to learn something by heart: to memorize it 
 a mature student: a student who is older than average and who has usually 

returned to education after a period at work 
 masters degree: a period of study which often follows the completion of a 

bachelors degree or is undertaken by someone regarded as capable of a higher-
level academic course 

 to meet a deadline: to finish a job or task in the time allowed or agreed 
 to play truant: to stay away from classes without permission 
 private language school: an independent school run as a business concern 
 public schools: exclusive independent schools in the UK 
 a single-sex school: a school where only boys or girls attend (as opposed to a 

mixed-sex school) 
 to sit an exam: to take an exam 
 state school: a school paid for by public funds and available to the general public 
 subject specialist: a teacher who has a great deal of knowledge about the subject 

they teach. 
 to take a year out: to spend a year working or travelling before starting university 
 tuition fees: the money paid for a course of study 
 to work your way through university: to have a paid job whilst studying to support 

yourself financially 

 

Practice: Mixed sentences  

A. Rearrange the words to make complete sentences.  

1. the / for / is / known / academic / school / excellence  

2. is / accommodation / there / for / campus / students / five / hundred / on  

3. an / Maths / is / important / curriculum / school / part / of / the  

4. she / of / degree / has / a / in / physics / University / from / the / Edinburgh  

5. studying / I / am / and / economics / work / I / want / to / bank / in / a  

6. Richard / University / studied / engineering / at / electrical / Manchester  

7. graduated / Lina / has / just / university / from  

8. went / lecture / we / to / a / on / art / Italian  

9. is / she / wants / studying / medicine / and / she / to / be / a / doctor  

10. primary / my / daughter / and / at / is / seven / she / is / school  
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11. she / principal / is / the / London / of / a / school  

12. is / a / professor / politics / of / he / at / a / UK / university  

13. I / to / revise / tomorrow / because / I / have / exam / have / an  

14. children / studying / started / our / science / they / were / when / young  

15. son / my / is / fifteen / school / secondary / and / he / is / at / now  

16. seminar / I / every / student / talked / a / lot / in / when / I / was / a  

17. had / a / pass / tutor / to / help / daughter / her / my / her / maths / exams  

18. my / school / daughter / close / attends / to / our / home 

 

2. College or Career? 
Vocabulary: 

college Study abroad enroll 

University  decision analytical 

career decide artistic 

musical Athletic  compassionate 

Competent    

 

Warm – up: Answer the questions below.  

What will I do when I grow up? What subjects will I study in high school? College? What 

kind of work will I do?" 
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Grammar Reference  

 

Examples: I passed all my subjects, but I failed to understand some things very well. 

I want to be like my brother who went away to college. 

I respected my friend’s choice to study at INA and now he is a great mechanic. 

 

Oral Production  

Practice: Work in pairs. Ask and answer the questions below to you classmate. Use long 

answer.  

 Did you belong to any clubs in high school?  
 Did you go to a public high school or a private one? 

 What are the advantages of each type of school? 
 Which type of school did you want to go to? 

 Did you have to wear a uniform in high school? How about elementary school?  
 Did you study art in high school?  
 Did your high school have a band?  

 If so, did you play in it?  
 What instrument would you like to play in a high school band? Why? 
 What did you like best about high school? 
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Speaking : Expressing Opinion, agreeing & disagreeing 

 

 

Hannah: In my opinion, the good school is the one that 
makes a balance between discipline and fun. 
Amy: I completely agree with you, Hannah. Too much 
focus on discipline can make a school like a prison, and 
excessive focus on fun makes it a park rather than a 
school. So balance is better. 
Paul: I’m sorry to say this, but I totally disagree with you. 
What is the point of fun in a school? To my mind, the 
good school is the one where you don’t have to study 
such useless subjects as foreign languages. 
Amy: I don’t agree with you, Paul. I think foreign 
languages are very important nowadays. 
Hannah: You are right Amy. There is no good school that 

doesn’t teach foreign languages today. 

i. Read the conversation and underline the expressions that are used to give 

opinion, agree or disagree. 

ii. Fill in the chart with the expressions you found in exercise I 

Expressing opinion Agreeing Disagreeing 

……………………………………………
……………………………………………
……………………………………………
……………………………………………
……………………………………………
……………………………………………
……………………………………………
……. 

…………………………………………
…………………………………………
…………………………………………
…………………………………………
…………………………………………
…………………………………………
…………………………………………
……………………… 
 

………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
……………… 

 
iii. Add other expressions that express the ideas above, but that are not used in the 

conversation 
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iv. In pairs, make a conversation following the chart below. 

Student A Student B 

Private schools are better than public 

ones (Express opinion). 
Agree 

Disagree 
French is easier than English (Express 

opinion) 

 

TYPES OF SCHOOLS 

Before you can pick a specific school, you need to decide what you want from your 
higher education and how it meets your needs and lifestyle. When you graduate high 
school, you have several options to choose from: 

Four-Year Colleges and Universities 

A four-year college focuses mostly on undergraduate studies and offers a collection of 
degrees in one specific area, such as business or medicine. A four-year university is 
generally bigger in size than a college and normally includes undergraduate, 
professional and graduate degree programs. Both colleges and universities grant 
bachelor's degrees. 

Four-year colleges and universities can also be broken down into public or private 
schools. Public colleges and universities receive financial support from the state in 
which they're located and generally tend to be larger and less expensive than private 
colleges. Private colleges and universities are funded through tuition and donations and 
generally tend to be smaller and slightly more expensive. 

Community  Colleges 

Community and junior colleges offer a wide variety of two-year associate degree 
programs. They're typically less expensive than four-year schools and often have less 
stringent admissions criteria. Community and junior colleges are a good choice for 
students who don't wish to commit to a four-year program or those who only need to 
take a few classes to qualify for a profession or improve their transcript. Upon 
completion of a community or junior college, a student can enter the workforce right 
away or transfer to a four-year school to obtain a bachelor's degree. 

Vocational and Technical Training Schools 

Vocational and technical training schools are privately owned and operated schools that 
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focus on teaching the skills required to get a job in a specific field. The duration of a 
vocational or technical school program can range anywhere from five months to three 
years, depending on the field of study. Some of the most common fields of study are 
computer technology, cosmetology, medical assistance, office administration and 
mechanical repair. 

 

 

According to the article, Complete the chart below. Mention some universities or college, are they 

private or public? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DISCUSSION ON UNIVERSITY 

STUDENT A's QUESTIONS (Do not show these to Student B.) 

(1) What springs to mind when you hear the word ‘university’? 

(2) What are the good and bad things about universities? 

(3) Are all of the universities in your country very good? 

(4) What would you like to study at university? 

(5) Is it important to go to university? 

(6) What would happen if all universities closed down? 

(7) Are universities the best system of educating people? 

(8) Is university life more about studying or having fun? 

(9) is university only for very intelligent people? 

(10) Camus said: "The true university of these days is a collection of books." Do you 
agree? 

 

 

Costa Rica  

 

Universities  College 
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3. Study Here or Abroad? 
 

Warm – up : Complete the sentences with a–g.  

a abroad b activities c residence d loan e independent f friends g facilities 
 

 

1 Some people don’t want to study in their countries. They want to study _________ 

 2.  At university it’s usually easy to make new _________.  

3 When you live away from home, you become more ____________  . 

 4 Students who don’t live at home often live in a hall of ___________________.  

5 If you haven’t got enough money to pay for your studies you can ask for a student 

_______________.  

6 At university, there are lots of clubs that organize extra-curricular __________________. 

7 Universities have gyms, laboratories and lots of other student. ____________________. 

SPEAKING  

Complete the questions with the words a–g in 6.  

1 Would you like to study, _________________  in a different country?  

2 Would you prefer to live at home or in a hall of _______________ ?  

3 Is it easy to get a student  ____________in your country if you don’t have enough 

money to study?  

4 Do you find it easy to make new __________________ ?  

5 Do you do any extra-curricular __________________?  

6 What special  _________________  for students are there in your school?  

7 Do you consider yourself to be _________________ or do you need other people to do 

things for you? 
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Work in pairs. Think of answers to these questions.  

 What are the advantages and disadvantages of studying at the university in your 

home town?  

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 What are the advantages and disadvantages of moving to another city to study? 1b 

Compare your ideas.  

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

2 Read the comments from an Internet forum. Match the people below to one of the 

comments 1–3.  

1 It’s better to study at home.  

2 It’s better to study in another place.  

3 It isn’t better or worse to study at home.  

Top Cat     _______                 Storm ___________ 

Lotus        _______                Sa-Ra    ___________ 

3. choose from the four people (A–D). The people may be chosen more than once. Which 

person  

• thinks that Anita needs to consider more specific questions before she decides?  

1 ____________ • bases his/her opinion on his/her experience?  

 2 ____________ • bases his/her opinion on someone close to him/her?  
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3  _____________• bases his/her opinion on what he/she wants? 

 4 ___________ • talks about problems with concentration?   

5  ___________• thinks that the decision of staying at home or moving away is not final?  

6  ___________• says that first you need to find out what your university has got?  

7 ____________ • is happy for his/her family to help him/her?  

8  ____________• doesn’t feel his/her life has changed much?  

9  ____________• wants to experience new things?  

 

 4. Find words in the text with similar meanings to these words.  

1 university (colloquial) (Anita) 

 2 the same as (Top Cat)  

3 the way that two or more people act or behave together (Lotus)  

4 questions, ideas (Lotus) 

 5 a long time (Storm) 

 6 moments (Storm)  

7 jobs at home (Sa-Ra)  

5 SPEAKING What about you? 1 What do you want to do when you finish school? 2 Where 

do you think it is better to go to university – in your home town or somewhere else? Why? 

 

StudentHelpline 
The best place for help with university life  
You are here: Home > Forums > General University Discussion 
28-03-12 Anita 
Q: Is it better to go to the uni in your home town and stay at home or to move away to 
somewhere different? Next year I want to go and study at uni, but I’m not sure if it’s 
better to stay at home and study here or if I should go and live in another city. What do 
you think? 
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A. 28-03-12 19.27 Top Cat 
 
At the moment I’m doing a microbiology course at the uni in my home town. I decided 
to stay here because I wanted to be close to my family and friends. But in the end most 
of my good friends went away to work or study at other universities. Living at home 
with my parents is OK, but it’s difficult to make new friends because most of the other 
students live in halls of residence and they spend all their time together. Another 
problem is that I haven’t become very independent because my mum and dad still help 
me with everything. Sometimes I think I’m at school, not at university. Don’t be like me! 
 

B. 28-03-12 19.34 Lotus 
 

What’s better? It depends on you. Nobody can decide for you. It depends on the 
relationship you have with your parents. It depends on your student loan too because 
it’s usually cheaper to stay at home. Above all, it depends on the course you want to 
study. Find out which is the best university for your subject. Maybe they don’t teach it 
in your home town. Find out details about the course, the tutors, assessment, etc and 
compare them with other places. What facilities has the university got for 
undergraduates? Choosing the right university is a really important decision. It can 
change your life. Don’t make your decision without thinking about the really important 
issues. 

 
C. 28-03-12 19.45 Storm 

 
I’ve also been thinking about this question for ages, but now I’ve made my decision. I’m 
moving away. I’ve lived in my home town all my life. Now I’d rather study in another 
city, maybe abroad, and see the world. I want to become independent. You can always 
go home for the holidays and for special occasions. Remember, at university the 
summer holidays are really long. And when you finish university, you can decide to go 
back if you don’t like living away from home. But you always make more new friends 
when you live away from home. You have more time for extra-curricular activities. I love 
my mum and dad but it’s good to be able to come and go when you like without 
anybody asking where you’re going and what time to expect you back. 

D. 29-03-12 10.16 Sa-Ra 
 

Last year my brother went away to study. He was living in a hall of residence at first, but 
then he found a house with four friends. He was having a great time but then he started 
failing his exams. He sees that he needs to study more but it’s impossible in the house. 
His friends are always having parties, making noise and doing everything except 
studying! He thinks I should study in my home town and live at home because at home 
it’s quiet and you can study. And he says you have more time because you don’t have to 
do chores like the shopping or the washing. I think staying in my home town has lots of 
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advantages. But I don’t know if my parents agree! 
 

Grammar Reference  

 

Present simple, past simple, present continuous and past 
continuous 

 
1a Look at the verbs in these sentences and name the tenses.  
1 At the moment I’m studying in my hometown.  
2 Last year my brother went away to study.  
3 He was having a great time.  
4 His friends are always having parties and making noise.  
5 You always make more new friends when you live away from home.  
6 He sees that he needs to study more.  
 
1b Which tense do we use when we want to talk about a present routines and habits?  
b actions that are happening now?  
c temporary actions in the present? d changing situations in the present?  
e finished actions or situations in the past?  
f things that are always or generally true?  
g activities in progress at a moment in the past? h present states?  
i actions that happen very often and are annoying and irritating? 
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Practice: 2 Choose the correct alternative.  

1 Thanks to you, I understand/am understanding now.  

2 The moon goes/is going round the earth.  

3 Listen! Somebody comes/is coming.  

4 Temperatures get/are getting higher each year.  

5 I love/am loving watching films. We always go/are always going to the cinema at the 

weekend.  

6 My brother usually walks/is usually walking to university, but this week he goes/is 

going by bus.  

7 Not again! My sister always takes/is always taking my clothes.  

8 Do you wear/Are you wearing a uniform at your school?  

9 I don’t agree/ am not agreeing that it’s better to study at home.  

1 0 That course sounds/is sounding really interesting. 

 

3 Explain the difference between these pairs of sentences.  

1a The students stood up when the tutor came in.  
1b The students were standing up when the tutor came in.  
 
2a At quarter past ten we finished our tutorial.  
2b At quarter past ten we were finishing our tutorial.  
 
3a They were having lunch when we arrived.  
3b They had lunch when we arrived.  
 
4a She was making a film about a group of students.  
4b She made a film about a group of students. 
 
 
4. Complete the questions with the correct form of the verbs given. 
 1 What _____________    you  ______________ (do) on your last holiday?  
2 What  _______________  you  _________________  (do) at this time yesterday?  
3 What  ____________  you usually  _________________  (do) after school? 
 4   ___________ you  _____________  (like) doing sport?  
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5 What ______________   you  _____________ (do) at the moment?  
6 How ______________   you  ________________ (come) to school?  
7 What  _______________  you  _________________  (do) at ten o’clock last night?  
8 What time _______________   you ________________  (go) to bed last night 
 

10 Benefits to Studying Abroad 

 

 

Studying abroad may be one of the most beneficial experiences for a college student. By 

studying abroad, students have the opportunity to study in a foreign nation and take in 

the allure and culture of a new land. Here is a list of the top 10 reasons to study abroad!  

1. See the World 

The biggest reason you should consider a study abroad program is the opportunity to 
see the world . By studying abroad, you will experience a brand-new country with 
incredible new outlooks, customs and activities. The benefits of studying abroad include 
the opportunity to see new terrains, natural wonders, museums and landmarks of your 
host nation.  

In addition, when you’re abroad, you won’t be limited to traveling in just the nation in 
which you are studying – you can see neighboring countries as well! For example, if you 
study in France, you’ll have the option to travel through various parts of Europe 
including London , Barcelona , and Rome. 

2. Education 

Another reason you might consider studying abroad is for the chance to experience 
different styles of education. By enrolling in a study abroad program, you’ll have the 
chance to see a side of your major that you may not have been exposed to at home.  

https://www.internationalstudent.com/contest/2013/play/See+the+World%2C+Change+the+World/
https://www.internationalstudent.com/contest/2013/play/Living+the+Dream+in+London/
https://www.internationalstudent.com/study-abroad/guide/spain-insane/
http://www.internationalstudent.com/study-abroad/blog/2009/12/italian-lesson-1-andiamo-%E2%80%93-let%E2%80%99s-go/
https://www.internationalstudent.com/study-abroad/guide/uk-usa-education-system/
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You’ll find that completely immersing yourself in the education system of your host 
country is a great way to really experience and understand the people, its traditions, 
and its culture. Education is the centerpiece of any study abroad trip—it is, after all, a 
study abroad program—and choosing the right school is a very important factor.  

Study in the U.S.  

Study in the U.K.  

Study in Australia  

 

3. Take in a New Culture 

Many students who choose to study abroad are leaving their home for the first time. 
When they arrive in their new host country, they are fascinated by the distinct cultural 
perspectives. When you study abroad you will find incredible new foods, customs, 
traditions, and social atmospheres.  

You will find that you have a better understanding and appreciation for the nation’s 
people and history. You will have the opportunity to witness a completely new way of 
life.  

4. Hone Your Language Skills 

Chances are if you’re planning on studying abroad, one of the major draws is the 
opportunity to study a foreign language. Studying abroad grants you the opportunity to 
completely immerse yourself in a new language, and there is no better way to learn 
than to dive right in.  

In addition to the considerable language practice you will get just in day to day life, your 
host university will likely offer language courses to provide you with a more formal 
education. Immerse yourself in a new culture and go beyond a purely academic 
experience 

5. Career Opportunities 

When you finish your study abroad program and return home, you will return with a 
new perspective on culture, language skills, a great education, and a willingness to 
learn. Needless to say, all of these are very attractive to future employers.  

Many students find that they love their host country so much that they decide to seek 

https://www.internationalstudent.com/study_usa/
https://www.internationalstudent.com/study_uk/
https://www.internationalstudent.com/study_australia/
https://www.internationalstudent.com/study-abroad/guide/academic-experience/
https://www.internationalstudent.com/study-abroad/guide/academic-experience/
https://www.internationalstudent.com/study_usa/
https://www.internationalstudent.com/study_uk/
https://www.internationalstudent.com/study_australia/
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work there. If you can relate, you will find that a local education will be very valuable 
when searching for a potential job in that country.  

6. Find New Interests 

If you are still questioning why to study abroad, you should know that studying in a 
different country offers many new activities and interests that you may never have 
discovered if you’d stayed at home. You might find that you have an as-yet 
undiscovered talent for hiking, water sports, snow skiing, golf, or various other new 
sports you may never have tried back home.  

You’ll also have the chance to discover other new and exciting forms of entertainment. 
Plays, movies, dancing, nightclubs, and concerts are just a few activities that you can 
enjoy.  

 

7. Make Lifelong Friends 

One of the biggest benefits of studying abroad is the opportunity to meet new lifelong 
friends from different backgrounds. While studying abroad, you will attend school and 
live with students from your host country. This gives you the opportunity to really get to 
know and create lasting relationships with your fellow students.  

After the study abroad program ends, make an effort stay in contact with your 
international friends. In addition to rewarding personal relationships, these friends can 
also be important networking tools later down the road.  

8. Personal Development 

There is nothing quite like being on your own in a foreign country. You might find that 
studying abroad really brings out your independent nature. Students who study abroad 
become explorers of their new nation and really discover the curiosity and excitement 
that they harbor.  

A benefit to studying abroad is the opportunity to discover yourself while gaining an 
understanding of a different culture. Being in a new place by yourself can be 
overwhelming at times, and it tests your ability to adapt to diverse situations while 
being able to problem solve.  
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9. Graduate School Admissions 

Like future employers, graduate school admissions boards look very highly on study 
abroad experiences. Students that study abroad display diversity and show that they 
aren’t afraid to seek out new challenges or put themselves in difficult situations.  

Most importantly, students who have studied abroad show just how committed they 
are to their education. Graduate schools regularly look for candidates who will bring a 
unique aspect to their university. Students who have studied abroad have shown that 
they have the curiosity and educational acumen to be a leader in graduate school.  

10. Life Experience 

Why study abroad? For most students, this time may be the only opportunity they ever 
get to travel abroad for a long period of time. Eventually you will find a job and career, 
and the opportunity to study abroad may turn out to be a once in a life time 
opportunity.  

Take this opportunity to travel the world with no commitments but to study and learn 
about new cultures. Studying abroad is an experience unlike any other 

 
Practice: Answer the questions Orally. 
 

1. Did you always know you wanted to study abroad? 
2. What made you want to study abroad in your location? 
3. How did you pick your program? 
4. What did you pack that you definitely didn’t need? 
5. What were you excited about and/or nervous about before you left? 
6. How were classes different there from classes here? 
7. Which class was your favorite? 
8. What is your favorite phrase/word to say in the language you learned? 
9. What advice do you have for immersing yourself in a new language? 

 

 

 

https://www.iesabroad.org/programs
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Reading Comprehension. Read the text below and do the tasks that follow it.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School exchange trips 

Are you going on a school exchange next summer? You’re not alone! Thousands of British 
teens spend a week in a stranger’s home in a foreign country every summer. Many of them 
make friends for life. Others say they will never go back! 

Staying with a British family? You may worry about… 

• the food: British food used to be a joke. Thanks to TV chefs, foreign travel and 
immigrants, it’s got much better in the last ten years. 

• the language: the majority of British teens didn’t use to study a language at school – in 
fact only 40% can speak French. This means you will have to speak English more!  

Our advice 

• Tell the family about any food you don’t like or won’t eat. Even if the food looks funny, 
try it – you might like it! 

• If you’re reading this, you know you can speak good English. Have a go! If you don’t want 
to speak, you can listen and learn. 

• Be prepared for the changeable British weather! Take a raincoat and wellies for wet 
weather, a jumper for cold weather and sunglasses and sun cream for hot weather.  

Teens say 

This British class of 15-year-old students from Bromsgrove School went on an Easter school 
exchange in Berlin. Here are their top tips: 

• “Take enough money.” 

• “Make sure your mobile phone will work abroad – then you’ll be able to text your friends 
at any time.” 

• “The first day with your host family will be a bit strange – give it some time, try not to 
call home right away.” 

Their teacher says 

“School visits are a good way to make friends abroad. You’ll probably have a lot in 
common with the teenager you stay with – you’ll have the same gadgets and like the same 
music.” 

Team, Mary Glasgow Magazines, Scholastic 
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1. Thousands of British teens  
A spend their summer alone at home. 
B won’t go on a school exchange ever again. 
C like going abroad in the summer. 
 
2. British food  
A is as bad as usual. 
B has been improving. 
C is getting worse. 
 
3. Most British teenagers   
A can speak French. 
B can understand a foreign language. 
C didn’t learn a foreign language at school. 
 
4. If you go on a school exchange to Britain, you should be prepared  
A to speak only in English. 
B for the instability of the British weather. 
C to eat any food you are served. 
 
5. The British class from Bromsgrove School advises you to 
A take enough spending money. 
B leave your mobile phone at home. 
C call your parents on the first day. 
 
6. What is the writer doing in the text?  
A Convincing you to go on an exchange trip to England. 
B Giving you advice on a school exchange to Britain. 
C Describing a British class school exchange in Berlin. 
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WRITING 

A. Imagine there is an exchange student at your school. Complete the following 
interview for your school newspaper. Use the expressions in the box below. Some are 
not necessary.  
 
You: Hello. Thanks for this interview. (1) 

____________________________________________________________? 

Marianne: It’s a pleasure. I’m Marianne Aagesen. 

You: (2) 

_________________________________________________________________________? 

Marianne: Well… I think for about ten months until July 2nd. 

You: (3) 

_________________________________________________________________________? 

Marianne: Because my sister’s friend told me that she had the time of her life and that 

inspired me to come here. 

You: (4) 

_________________________________________________________________________? 

Marianne: Yes, a little. It’s really hard, but I am trying to learn it. I’m taking a course. 

You: (5) 

_________________________________________________________________________? 

Marianne: The people and the food. There are some really friendly people and the food is 

awesome. Delicious!! 

You: (6) 
_________________________________________________________________________? 
Marianne: Yes, of course. Like I said, it’s a great experience and it will definitely change 
their life. 
You: Thank you so much for this interview. I wish you all the best. 

Marianne: You’re welcome. Bye. 
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B. Write down four advantages of taking part in an exchange programme.  
(1)_______________________________________________________________________ 
(2)_______________________________________________________________________ 
(3)_______________________________________________________________________ 
(4)_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Grammar Reference  

Warm – up . Read the sentences below. Underline de Modal Verb, then explain the type if 

you know it. 

I might stay in my hometown, or go to San Jose to study. 
You might schedule your interview in the morning, or you could wait until the afternoon. 
You should ask yourself exactly  what you want from a job or a career. 
What could the speaker say in thr question? 
Should you write about the paragraph you read? 
 

Modal Verbs 

A modal is a type of auxiliary (helping) verb that is used to express: ability, possibility, 

permission or obligation. Modal phrases (or semi-modals) are used to express the same 

things as modals, but are a combination of auxiliary verbs and the preposition to. The 

modals and semi-modals in English are: 
 

• What do you like the most about being here  

• Do you speak Portuguese  

• Would you recommend this exchange programme to other students?  

• How long are you going to stay here for  

• What’s the hardest thing about being here 

• Do you miss your parents  

• Can you tell us your name, please  

• Why did you decide to become an exchange student  

 

http://www.gingersoftware.com/content/grammar-rules/verbs/auxiliary-or-helping-verbs/
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Speaking: 

Answer the questions below. Use the Modal Verbs. 

1. I want to study abroad. What should I do? 

2. What are some things that could improve your life? 

3. What are some things your parents told you when you were young that might 

not be true? 
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Practice:  

can could have to will may ought to 

must mustn’t need needn’t should would  

rather 

would might used to be used to get used to had better 

 

1. to ask for something politely :           
2. to offer to do something:  
3. to express a strong advice:  
4. absence of obligation:  
5. to express preferences:  
6. to express obligation:  
7. to be accustomed to doing something:  
8. to give advice:  
9. to express possibility:  
10. to express future predictions:  
11. to become accustomed to doing something:  
12. to express necessity:  
13. to express habits or routines in the past:  
14. to express prohibition:  
 
 
 

 
Decide which of the 
modal verbs in the box 
below correspond to 
the different uses. 
Sometimes more than 
one modal is possible. 
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Applies Modal Verbs.  

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Getting by or Getting Ahead 
Key Vocabulary: 

 

Short term goals  Long term goals Getting by  

Getting ahead  Disciplined  Down to earth 

Hard working responsible Goal oriented 
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Get ahead  

to make progress (further than others have done) She wants to get ahead in her career. 

He soon got ahead of the others in his class. 

Get by  

To succeed with the minimum effort 
He hasn’t revised for his exams at all, but he’s clever enough to get by. 
To move past something or someone 
Excuse me, could you please move your bag so I can get by? 
 

List of adjectives describing personal qualities 
1. General Conduct & Personal Characteristics  
  
a. Temperament:: warm, calm, serene, composed, gentle, mild pleasant, charming, 
delightful, jovial, cheerful, jolly, hearty, serious, matured, natural; impressionable, 
impassionate, spirited, excitable, imperturbable, staid, grave, sedate, demure, resigned, 
playful, unaffected; affected, quick, ferocious, acute, cutting, incisive, fiery, hysterical, 
impetuous, heady, hot, sentimental, mettlesome, over-sensitive, mercurial, restless, 
boisterous, impulsive, volcanic, stoical, morose, glommy, moody, melancholic, sharp, 
caustic, cheerless, pensive, flashy, nervous, hot-headed, emotionally stable, fussy, 
impulsive, cynical, sophisticated, mature.  
  
b. Energy: alert, energetic, active, quick, industrious, diligent, indefatigable, laborious, 
persevering, assiduous; passive, leisurely, steady; inactive, slipshod, indolent, lazy, 
slovently, idle, torpid, apathetic, sluggish, languid, slow, drowsy, fatigued, worm, tired; 
conscientious, painstaking, absentminded.  
  
c. Readiness to accept responsibility: ready, willing, enthusiastic, keen, eager; reliable, 
helpful, dutiful; unwilling, begrudging, reluctant, demure, sober, composed, half-
hearted, unreliable, irresponsible, timid, unstable, careless, persevering, evasive.  
- 2 -  
d. Initiative: brilliant, enterprising, inspiring, striking; nil, venturous, confident; 
unenterprising, lacking.  
  
e. Punctuality: excellent, punctual, regular; irregular, late, early (the last two words may 
be modified by) always, frequently, often, generally, seldom, sometimes, rarely, 
scarcely, never.  
  
f. Attendance: excellent, regular; irregular.  
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2. Administrative ability  
  
a. Mental capacity: able, clever, brilliant, sagacious, inventive, shrewd, sharp, talented, 
ingenious, versatile; smart, sensible, crafty, subtle, intriguing; unimaginative, dull, 
normal, plain, stupid, dry intelligent, thoughtful, imaginative. b. Judgment: sound, 
circumspect, cautious, careful, reliable, discreet, realistic, incapable of independent 
thinking, discerning, meticulous, prudent, shrewed; calm, polite, un-ruffled, level-
headed, cool-headed, candid, sincere, frank, direct, out-spoken; hasty, timid, vague, 
unreliable, presumptuous, rash, impulsive, indiscreet, hypercritical, hot-headed, blunt, 
unreserved, confused, shows-prejudice, analytical, undependable, practical, reserved, 
independent, balanced, logical, coherent.  
  
3. a. Professional ability: efficient, resourceful, proficient, competent, average, 
masterly, ingenious, capable, talented; experienced, normal, improving; raw, 
inexperienced, incapable, degenerated, of narrow-interest. b. Interest shown in work: 
enthusiastic, keen, lively, enterprising, meticulous, devoted, zealous, earnest, sanguine, 
ardent, fervent; natural, confident, steady, patient; apathetic, phlegmatic, sluggish, 
languid, careless, inattentive, irresponsible, complaisant, easy-going, unsteady.  
  
4. Capacity for organization, including ability to get good work from subordinates: 
systematic, enterprising, brilliant, shrewd, superficial, masterly, businesslike, 
methodical, able, orderly; rash, inconsistent, unimaginative, unenterprising, confused, 
disagreeable, tactful, accommodating, inspiring, reassuring; condescending, repulsive, 
selfish, haughty, tactless, irritating, disagreeable, quarrelsome, unpleasant, 
hypercritical, sarcastic, annoying, exacting, impatient, unpleasant, irritable, provoking, 
intolerant, conceited, stern, harsh.  
  
5. a. Ability to co-operate with H/M: polite, cordial, courteous, respectful, co-
operative, deferential, conciliatory; provocative, tactless, sarcastic, discontented, 
mettlesome, troublesome, irreverent, querulous, servile, saucy, precocious, touchy, 
surly.  
  
  
- 3 - b. Ability to co-operate with others: popular, friendly, amicable, harmonious, 
pleasing, cordial, sincere, sociable, tactful, humble, obliging, modest, convivial, 
congenital; difficult, civil, tactless, unpopular, proud, incooperative, sneering, 
contemptuous, selfish, inconsiderate, helpful, sociable, amiable; spiteful, timid, 
egotistic, secluded, jovial, sympathetic.  
  
6. Special aptitudes: musical, artistic, scientific, mathematical, dexterous, systematic, 
entertaining, mechanically-mind, skilful in ……, proficient in …….   
  
Other words that may be used: serious, amusing, refined, cultured, euphemistic, 
resolute, strong-minded, interesting, animated, smiling, jocular, mirthful, humorous, 
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uninteresting, glib, pedantic, quaint, fearless, plucky, aspiring, turgid, punctilious, 
implacable; tedious, coarse, indecorous, eccentric, artificial, conceited, fastidious, 
squeamish, ostentatious, pretentious, pompous, shabby, dowdy, snobbish, obnoxious, 
irascible, content, dissatisfied. 
 
 

Questions: Answer the questions by applying some adjectives from the list. 

4. What are you good at, and what do you love? 

5. Are you promotion- or prevention-focused? 

Promotion-focused professionals are classic creatives and entrepreneurs. They work quickly, seize new 

opportunities and think abstractly. The downside is that they can be impulsive, overly optimistic and are 

likely to make bigger mistakes. 

Prevention-focused professionals are just the opposite, focused on maintaining the status quo and 

protecting all they’ve worked on. These professionals prefer planning, reliability, thoroughness and 

analytical thinking. 

 

6. What is the best environment for your personality type? 

7. What kind of lifestyle do you want? 

2. Where do you want to live? 

3. Describe yourself. What are you going to study? Why? 

4. What are your goals  for the future? 

5. What do you plan to do after graduating from high school? 

6. Where would you like to study? 

7. Which profession should I choose? 

 

Practice:  

Reading Comprehension 
 

There are as many kinds of careers as there are people. They vary greatly in the type of 
work involved and in the ways they influence a person’s life. The kind of career you have 
can affect your life in many ways. For example, it can determine where you live and the 
friends you make. It can reflect how much education you have and can determine the 
amount of money you earn. Your career can also affect the way you feel about yourself 
and the way other people act toward you. By making wise decisions concerning your 
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career, you can help yourself build the life you want. To make wise career decisions and 
plans, you need as much information as possible. The more you know about yourself and 
career opportunities, the better able you will be to choose a satisfying career. Learning 
about one. People differ in what they want from a career. Many people desire a high 
income. Some hope for fame. Others want adventure. Still others want to serve people 
and make the world a better place. Before you begin to explore career fields, you should 
determine your values; your interests; and your aptitudes (abilities). Most people are 
happiest in jobs that fit their values, interests, and aptitudes. Each person has many 
values, which vary in strength. For example, money is the strongest value for some people 
– that is, wealth is more important to them than anything else. As a result, they focus their 
thoughts, behaviour, and emotions on the goal of earning a high income. Other values 
include devotion to religion, taking risks, spending time with family, and helping others. 
People should understand their values prior to making a career decision. You can develop 
an understanding of your values by asking yourself what is most important to you and by 
examining your beliefs. For example, is it important to you to work as a member of a 
team? Or would you rather be in charge or work alone? If working alone or being in 
charge is important to you, independence is probably one of your primary values. 
 
Mark the correct variant  
1. There are as many kinds of careers as … 
a) they are needed 
b) there are people 
c) decisions and plans 
d) opportunities 
 
2. The kind of career you have can … 
a) influence your interests 
b) change your life completely 
c) affect your life in many ways 
d) influence your aptitudes 
 
3. To make wise career decisions and plans you need … 
a) a wise advice 
b) as much information as possible 
c) a lot of money 
d) a lot of friends 
 
4. The more you know about yourself and career opportunities … 
a) the better able you will be to choose a satisfying career 
b) the better choice you will do 
c) the better friend you make 
d) the better education you get 
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5. Most people are happiest in jobs that … 
a) fit their financial well-being 
b) fit their values, interests and aptitudes 
c) fit their devotion to religion 
d) fit their goal of earning a high income 
 
6. Each person has many values, which vary … 
a) in strength 
b) in meanings 
c) in interests 
d) in aptitudes 
 
7. People should understand their values prior … 
a) to asking some pieces of advice 
b) to spending time with family 
c) to taking risks 
d) to making a career decision 
 
8. You can develop an understanding of your values by … 
a) examining your parents and friends 
b) examining your beliefs 
c) examining your interests 
d) examining your abilities 
 
9. The kind of career can determine … 
a) where you live and the friends you make 
b) your future notoriety 
c) your interests 
d) your values 
 
10. The kind of career can reflect … 
a) how much information you have 
b) how much education you have 
c) how much money you have 
d) how much time you have 
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Grammar Reference  

Use of the going to-future 

1.1. planned actions in the future 

We are going to sing at the party. 

1.2. You are certain that sth. is going to happen in the future (logical consequence). 

Look at that car! It is going to crash into the yellow one. 

 

2. Signal words 

no unambiguous ones 

3. Form 

to be (am, are, is) + going to + infinitive 

4. Examples 

4.1. Affirmative sentences in the going to-future 

Long forms Contracted forms 

I am going to play handball. I'm going to play handball. 

You are going to play handball. You're going to play handball. 
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4.2. Negative sentences in the going to-future 

Long forms Contracted forms 

I am not going to play handball. I'm not going to play handball. 

You are not going to play handball. 

You're not going to play handball. 

You aren't going to play handball. 

4.3. Questions in the going to-future 

Long forms Contracted forms 

Am I going to play handball? 

not possible 

Are you going to play handball? 

 

 
 
Practice: Put in the verbs in brackets into the gaps and form sentences. Use going to-

future. 

1. He __________________________ his friend. (to phone)  

2. We _________________________ a new computer game. (to play)  

3. My sister______________ TV . (to watch)  

4. You __________ a picnic next Tuesday. (to have)  

5. Jane ______________ to the office. (to go)  
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6. They ____________ to  the bus stop this afternoon. (to walk)  

7. His brother _____________ a letter to his uncle today. (to write)  

8. She ____________________ her aunt. (to visit)  

9. I ______________ my homework after school. (to do)  

10. Sophie and Nick _____________ their friends. (to meet) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I believe that everybody has some plans for his or her future. This future may be a distant 
one or a short one, for example: the next day. 
But it cannot be denied that we plan very often. The plans for the future are often 
connected with dreams. Dreams of a better life, more interesting jobs or having a happy 
family. Sometimes they function as an escape from a gray reality. 
 
I very often think about my future: What will happen to me? Who would I like to be in the 
future? What to do next in my life? I think that when I finish the secondary school I want 
to go to Jagiellonian University in Krakow. I would like to study English and become a 
teacher someday. I think that it is an interesting job that is needed nowadays, so I would 
not have problem with finding a job. I would like to work in a secondary school because I 
think that it allows for self-development. It is also very easy to communicate with students 
at that age. 
 
You are going to think carefully about your future plans after you finish your program. 
And you are going to create a text about them. Take into account the following aspects: 
(120 words) 
 
Be specific with details. Where? When? How? Who? How many children? Married or 
Single? Specializations? Where? How ? Pets? Travels? Where? When? Sports, Places you 
are going to visit, job. 
 
Use the connectors: First, however, moreover, besides, therefore, after that, next, then, 
before, and, finally. And adjectives of feelings: Worried, interested, excited, disappointed, 
nervous, scared, confused, proud, confident. 
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Here are some examples of ideas and sentences: 
 

 I often think about my future…. When I finish…/I never think about my future but I 
will try to do I first…./ My future plans are: First/ When I finish….  
 

 Now the most important thing is my education/ My family/To have a job. 
 

 
 I don’t know where I’m going to live in the future. I would like to have a 

flat/house./ I would like to live near the beach/downtown because… /I’m going to 
live in ……. because…  

 
 I’m interested in studying a specialization in …/ I’m worried because …./  

 
 Sometimes, people continue to study even after they receive their degree/ It is 

always important to learn….  
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 



 

261 
 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
WRITING TASK  
 
 
Young Planet, an international youth magazine, runs a regular feature on topical issues. 
This month the magazine has asked readers to send in essays on the following topic: 
 
 

 
 
 
 You should: 
 

 outline the main factors that influence a person’s choice of career  

 consider whether some jobs are more worthwhile than others 

 discuss the importance of a good salary when choosing a career  

 Applies vocabulary and grammar reference studied. 
 

Give your essay a title. Write around 100 words. 
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

 
   
  When choosing a career, a person should 
  seek self-fulfilment rather than money. 
  It is more important to ‘live one’s dream’ 
  than to earn a good salary. 
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_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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LIST OF REGULAR AND IRREGULAR VERBS 
 

Presentamos aquí una lista de verbos para ambos niveles. Por cada verbo se incluye: 

 el infinitivo 
 la forma del Simple Past (Pasado Simple, por ejemplo: I arrived yesterday) 
 el past participle (Participio pasado, que se utiliza en el tiempo Present 

Perfect, por ejemplo: I have broken a glass) 
 su traducción al español 

Los verbos regulares forman el Simple Past y el Past Participle agregando -ed al infinitivo. 
Los verbos irregulares no siguen esta regla y deberás aprenderlos de memoria (se 
encuentran marcados con i).  

 

 

Infinitive Simple Past Past Participle Spanish 

answer answered answered responder 

arrive arrived arrived llegar 

ask asked asked preguntar 

be i was / were been ser 

borrow borrowed borrowed tomar prestado 

break i broke broken romper 

buy i bought bought comprar 

catch i caught caught atrapar 

clean cleaned cleaned limpiar 

climb climbed climbed escalar 

collect collected collected colleccionar 

come i came come venir 

compose composed composed componer 

cook cooked cooked cocinar 

cut i cut cut cortar 

dance danced danced bailar 

describe described described describir 

discover discovered discovered descubrir 

do i did done hacer 

drink i drank drunk beber 

drive i drove driven conducir 

eat i ate eaten comer 

enjoy enjoyed enjoyed disfrutar 

fall i fell fallen caer 
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feel i felt felt sentir 

find i found found encontrar 

fly i flew flown volar 

forget i forgot forgotten olvidar 

give i gave given dar 

go i went gone ir 

happen happened happened suceder 

have i had had tener 

help helped helped ayudar 

hurt i hurt hurt herir, doler 

invent invented invented inventar 

invite invited invited invitar 

kill killed killed matar 

know i knew known saber 

lend i lent lent prestar 

leave i left left dejar 

lie i lay lain yacer 

like liked liked gustar 

live lived lived vivir 

look looked looked mirar 

love loved loved amar 

make i made made hacer 

meet i met met conocer, encontrar 

miss missed missed perder, extrañar 

open opened opened abrir 

pack packed packed empacar 

pay i paid paid pagar 

phone phoned phoned llamar por teléfono 

play played played jugar 

prefer preferred preferred preferir 

prepare prepared prepared preparar 

push pushed pushed empujar 

put i put put poner 

rain rained rained llover 

read i read read leer 

remember remembered remembered recordar 

rent rented rented alquilar 

rescue rescued rescued rescatar 

return returned returned volver, devolver 

ring i rang rung llamar por teléfono 

save saved saved ahorrar 
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say i said said decir 

search searched searched buscar 

see i saw seen ver 

sell i sold sold vender 

sit i sat sat sentarse 

skate skated skated patinar 

ski skied skied esquiar 

sleep i slept slept dormir 

smell smelled smelled oler 

speak i spoke spoken hablar 

spend i spent spent gastar 

start started started comenzar 

stay stayed stayed quedarse 

stop stopped stopped detener 

study studied studied estudiar 

survive survived survived sobrevivir 

swim i swam swum nadar 

take i took taken tomar 

talk talked talked hablar 

teach i taught taught enseñar 

tell i told told decir 

think i thought thought pensar 

throw i threw thrown lanzar 

touch touched touched tocar 

try tried tried intentar 

understand i understood understood entender 

use used used usar 

visit visited visited visitar 

wait waited waited esperar 

walk walked walked caminar 

want wanted wanted querer 

wash washed washed lavar 

watch watched watched mirar 

wear i wore worn llevar puesto 

work worked worked trabajar 

write i wrote written escribir 

 

Taken from www.saberingles.com.ar 

 

 

http://www.saberingles.com.ar/
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PHRASAL VERBS LIST 

 
Son Verbos a los que acompaña un adverbio (PHRASAL VERBS) o preposición (PREPOSITIONAL 
VERBS) modificando el sentido del verbo al que acompañan.  
 

VERB TRANSLATION VERB TRANSLATION 

ADD UP totalizar BREAK IN irrumpir, interrumpir 

ADD UP TO alcanzar un total BREAK OFF romper (se)(relaciones) 

ANSWER 
BACK contestar de malos modos  BREAK UP terminar el curso o una relación  

ANSWER FOR responder de BREAK OUT estallar (una guerra) 

ASK ABOUT preguntar por (un asunto) BRING BACK devolver  

ASK AFTER preguntar por la salud BRING ABOUT acarrear 

ASK FOR pedir, preguntar por  BRING ALONG traer (consigo)  

ASK UP TO pedir hasta (un precio) BRING DOWN derribar, rebajar 

ASK BACK invitar a volver  BRING IN hacer entrar  

ASK DOWN invitar a bajar BRING OUT hacer salir, publicar 

ASK IN invitar a entrar  BRING UP criar, educar  

ASK OUT invitar a salir BRUSH OFF quitar el polvo 

ASK UP invitar a subir BURN AWAY consumirse (el fuego)  

BACK AWAY retroceder  BURN DOWN derrumbarse (por el fuego) 

BACK OUT volver atrás BURN OUT consumirse (el fuego)  

BACK UP reforzar  BURN UP consumirse (por el fuego) 

BE ABOUT estar por (un lugar) BUY FOR comprar por o para  

BE AWAY estar fuera  BUY OVER sobornar 

BE BACK estar de vuelta BUY UP acaparar 

BE FOR estar a favor de  CALL AT Hacer una visita, hacer escala  

BE IN estar en casa CALL AWAY Seguir llamando 

BE OFF irse, estar apagado  CALL BACK 
Llamar (a alguien) para que 
regrese  

BE ON estar encendido CALL FOR  Pedir a voces, exigir 

BE OUT estar fuera  CALL IN  
Llamar (a alguien) para que 
entre  

BE OVER estar acabado CALL ON  Ir a ver (a alguien) 

BE UP  estar levantado  CALL OUT  Gritar  

BEND DOWN agacharse CALL OVER  Pasar lista, enumerar 

BEND OVER inclinarse  CALL UP  Telefonear  

BLOW AWAY llevarse (el viento) CALL DOWN  Llamar (a alguien) para que baje 

BLOW DOWN derrumbarse por el viento  CARRY ALONG  Persuadir  

BLOW OFF dejar salir (el vapor) CARRY OFF  Llevarse a la fuerza 

BLOW OUT apagar (se) (una llama)  CARRY ON  Continuar  

BLOW UP volar (con explosivos) CARRY OUT  Llevar a cabo 

BREAK AWAY soltarse  CLEAR AWAY  Dispersar (se)  

BREAK DOWN derruir, averiarse CLEAR OFF  Marcharse 
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CLEAR OUT  Marcharse  DRAW OFF  Apartarse 

CLEAR UP  
Aclararse (el tiempo,un 
misterio) DRAW ON  Aproximarse, retirar fondos  

CLOSE DOWN  Cerrar  DRAW OUT  
Sacar, redactar, alargarse (el 
día) 

CLOSE UP  Acercarse DRAW UP  Para (un vehículo) 

COME ABOUT  Suceder  DRIVE AWAY  Ahuyentar, alejarse en coche 

COME ACROSS  Encontrarse con DRIVE BACK  Rechazar  

COME ALONG  Acompañar, venir por (la calle)  DRIVE BY  Pasar en coche 

COME AT  Embestir DRIVE IN  Entrar en coche, introducir  

COME AWAY  Desprenderse DRIVE OUT  Salir en coche, expulsar 

COME DOWN  Bajar DRIVE OFF  Alejarse en coche, ahuyentar 

COME FOR  Venir por (en busca de)  EAT AWAY  Erosionar  

COME FROM  Venir de EAT INTO  Roer 

COME IN  Entrar  EAT UP  Devorar 

COME OFF  Desprenderse FALL DOWN  Caerse 

COME ON  ¡Vamos! (en imperativo) FALL OFF  Disminuir, desprenderse 

COME OUT  Salir FALL OVER  Tropezar  

COME TO  
Ascender (una suma), volver en 
sí. FIGHT OFF  Ahuyentar 

COME UP  Subir FIGHT ON  Seguir luchando  

COME UP TO  Acercarse a  FIGHT UP  Luchar valerosamente 

COUNT IN  Incluir FILL IN  Rellenar  

COUNT ON  Contar con COUNT UP Calcular FILL UP  Rellenar, llenar 

COUNT UP TO  Contar hasta  FIND OUT  Averiguar 

CRY FOR  Pedir llorando FIX UP  Arreglar (un asunto) 

CRY OUT  Llorar a gritos  FLY ABOUT  Volar de un lado a otro  

CRY OVER  Lamentarse FLY AT  Atacar 

CRY TO  Llamar a gritos  FLY AWAY  Huir volando  

CUT DOWN  Reducir gastos, talar FLY DOWN  Descender 

CUT IN  Interrumpir FLY OFF Desprenderse 

CUT OFF  Separar de un tajo GET ABOUT Ir de acá para allá  

CUT OUT  Recortar, omitir  GET ALONG  Hacer progreso 

CUT 
THROUGH  Acortar por un atajo GET AT  Dar a entender  

CUT UP  Trinchar, triturar GET AWAY Escaparse 

DIE AWAY  Cesar poco a poco  GET BACK  Volver, recuperar  

DIE DOWN  Apaciguarse GET DOWN  Descender 

DIE OUT  Extinguirse DO UP Abrochar GET TO  Llegar a  

DO WITHOUT  Pasarse sin (carecer de)  GET IN / INTO  Entrar, meterse 

DRAW AWAY  Alejarse GET OUT (OF)  Salir, apearse  

DRAW BACK  Retroceder  GET OFF  Apearse, bajarse 

DRAW DOWN  Bajar GET ON  Subirse, progresar  
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DRAW IN  Economizar, encoger (se)  GET OUT  Producir, salir 

GET OVER  Saltar por encima, recobrarse JUMP IN  Entrar de un salto 

GET THROUGH  Abrirse camino JUMP ON  Subir de un salto  

GET UP  Levantarse  JUMP OVER  Saltar por encima de 

GIVE AWAY  Repartir, denunciar KEEP AWAY  Mantenerse alejado  

GIVE BACK  Devolver  KEEP BACK  Mantenerse separado 

GIVE OFF  Despedir (humo, olor) KEEP DOWN  Controlar  

GIVE OUT  Agotarse, repartir  KEEP OFF  Abstenerse 

GIVE UP  Entregar, rendirse KEEP UP  Mantenerse de pie, resistir 

GO ABOUT  Ir de un lado para otro  KNOCK ABOUT  Golpear acá y allá 

GO ALONG  Ir a lo largo de KNOCK AT  Llamar (a la puerta) 

GO AT  Atacar KNOCK DOWN  Derribar 

GO AWAY Marcharse KNOCK OUT  Dejar fuera de combate 

GO BY  Pasar por  LOOK AFTER  Cuidar 

GO DOWN  Bajar LOOK AT  Mirar 

GO IN / INTO  Entrar  LOOK BEHIND  Mirar atrás 

GO OFF  Explotar, marcharse LOOK DOWN  Mirar abajo 

GO ON  Continuar  LOOK FOR  Buscar 

GO OUT  Salir, pasarse de moda, apagarse LOOK FORWARD TO  Anhelar  

GO OVER  Repasar  LOOK IN  Mirar dentro 

GO THROUGH  Penetrar, sufrir LOOK LIKE  Parecer 

GO UP  Subir  LOOK OUT  Mirar fuera 

GO UP TO  Acercarse a LOOK OVER  Mirar por encima de 
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GO ACROSS  Atravesar  LOOK ROUND  Mirar alrededor 

  

VERB TRANSLATION VERB TRANSLATION 

GO WITHOUT  Pasarse sin LOOK UP  Mirar arriba, buscar 

HANG ABOUT  Vagar  MOVE AWAY  Alejarse 

HANG BACK  Retraerse MOVE ALONG  Pasar, no detenerse 

HANG BEHIND  Quedarse atrás  MOVE DOWN  Bajar 

HANG FROM  Colgar de MOVE IN  Mudarse (de domicilio) 

HANG OFF  Colgar (el teléfono)  MOVE OFF  Marcharse 

HANG UP  Colgar (un cuadro) MOVE ON  
No detenerse, pasar a (otro 
asunto) 

HOLD BACK  Detener MOVE OUT  Mudarse (de domicilio)  

HOLD ON  Continuar MOVE UP  Moverse (para dejar sitio) 

HOLD OUT  Resistir PASS AWAY  Fallecer 

HURRY ALONG  Darse prisa PASS BY  Pasar por (un sitio) 

HURRY AWAY  Irse rápidamente  PASS IN  Entrar 

HURRY OFF  Irse rápidamente PASS ON  Pasar (de mano en mano) 

HURRY UP  Darse prisa PAY FOR  Pagar 

JUMP ABOUT  Dar saltos PAY IN  Ingresar (dinero) 

JUMP AT  Atacar PAY OFF Liquidar (una cuenta), pagar  

JUMP DOWN  Bajar de un salto PAY UP Pagar (una deuda) 

POINT AT Señalar  SHUT IN  Encerrar  

POINT AWAY  Señalar a lo lejos SHUT UP  Callarse, cerrar (una tienda) 

POINT TO  Señalar SIT DOWN  Sentarse 

POINT DOWN  Señalar abajo SIT UP Incorporarse, sentarse erguido 

POINT OUT  Destacar SIT FOR  Presentarse (a un examen)  

POINT UP  Señalar arriba SPEAK FOR  Hablar a favor de 

PULL AWAY  Arrancar SPEAK TO  Hablar con 

PULL DOWN  Derribar SPEAK UP  Hablar en alta voz 

PULL OFF  Arrancar STAND BY  Quedarse cerca 

PULL OUT  Sacar STAND OFF  Mantenerse alejado 

PULL UP  Parar (un vehículo) STAND OUT  Destacar 

PUT AWAY  Poner a un lado STAND UP Ponerse de pie 

PUT BACK  Poner en su sitio STAY AT  Hospedarse 

PUT DOWN  Anotar, bajar (algo) STAY BY  Permanecer al lado de 

PUT IN  Meter, instalar  STAY IN  Quedarse en casa 

PUT OFF  Posponer STAY OUT  Quedarse fuera de casa 

PUT ON  Ponerse (una prenda) STEP ACROSS  Atravesar 

PUT OUT  Apagar, sacar STEP DOWN  Bajar 
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PUT UP  Subir (algo), alojarse STEP IN  Entrar 

 

VERB TRANSLATION VERB TRANSLATION 

PUT UP WITH  Soportar STEP OUT  Salir 

RUN ABOUT  Correr de acá para allá STEP UP  Subir 

RUN ACROSS  
Encontrarse con, atravesar 
corriendo STEP UP TO  Acercarse a (alguien) 

RUN DOWN  Pararse (un reloj), enfermar STOP BY  Quedarse al lado de 

RUN IN  Entrar corriendo STOP IN  Quedarse en casa 

RUN OFF  Escapar corriendo STOP UP  
Empastar (una muela), tapar 
(una botella) 

RUN OUT  Salir corriendo TAKE DOWN  Escribir al dictado, bajar (algo) 

RUN OVER  Atropellar TAKE FOR  Tomar por (equivocarse) 

RUN UP  Subir corriendo TAKE IN  Engañar, meter 

SEE ABOUT  Indagar TAKE OFF  
Quitarse (una prenda), 
despegar 

SEE OFF  Despedir (a alguien) TAKE OUT  Sacar, quitar 

SEE TO  Encargarse de TAKE TO  Llevar a 

SEND ALONG  Despachar TAKE UP  Subir (algo) 

SEND DOWN  Bajar (algo) TALK ABOUT  Hablar acerca de 

SEND FOR  Enviar por TALK OF  Hablar de  

SEND OFF  
Despachar,despedir 
(trabajadores)  TALK TO  Hablar con 

SEND ROUND  Circular TEAR AWAY  Quitar (rasgando) 

SEND UP  Subir (algo) TEAR OFF  Separar (rasgando) 

SET ABOUT  Ponerse (a trabajar) TEAR UP  Hacer pedazos (rasgando) 

SET DOWN  Asentar, colocar  THROW AWAY  Tirar (algo inservible) 

SET OFF  Partir (para un viaje) THROW BACK  Devolver 
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VERB TRANSLATION 

THROW DOWN  Tirar hacia abajo 

THROW IN  Tirar hacia adentro 

THROW OFF  Echar fuera 

THROW OUT  Arrojar 

THROW UP  Tirar hacia arriba 

TRY ON  Probarse una prenda 

TURN AWAY  Mirar a otro lado 

TURN BACK  Darse la vuelta 

TURN DOWN  Poner boca abajo 

TURN OFF  Apagar (la luz), cerrar (una llave) 

TURN ON  Encender (la luz), abrir (una llave) 

TURN OUT  Apagar  

TURN OVER  Volcar, poner boca abajo 

TURN INTO  Convertirse 

TURN UP  Llegar 

WALK ABOUT  Andar de acá para allá 

WALK ALONG  Andar por 

WALK AWAY  Alejarse andando 

WALK DOWN  Bajar 

WALK IN  Entrar 

WALK OFF  Marcharse 

WALK UP  Subir 

WORK OUT  Calcular 

WORK UNDER  Trabajar a las órdenes de  

WRITE DOWN  Anotar 
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